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CORONA, J.:

For resolution of this Court are (1) a motion for further clarification[1] filed by Baguio Country Club Corporation
(BCC) and (2) a mation to correct resolution[2] filed by Ma. Erlinda Ilusorio-Bildner, Sylvia K. llusorio and
Maximo K. llusorio. The subject of the foregoing motions is the March 8, 2004 resolution of the Court in A.M.
No. 03-6-349-RTC which in turn amended a (previous) resolution dated July 14, 2003.

Prior to July 14, 2003, Erlinda K. llusorio requested[3] the transfer of venue of all llusorio caseg4] from the
Regional Trial Court (RTC) of Baguio City to any RTC, preferably in Metro Manila[5]

On July 14, 2003, the Court denied her request for lack of merit. Instead, the Court designated Judge Clifton
Ganay of RTC, Branch 31, Agoo, La Union to try and decide al cases involving the llusorio family and BCC if
the judges of the Baguio City RTC had declined to hear them. The dispositive portion of the resolution read:

[T]he Court Resolved:

- to DENY the petition of Mrs. Erlinda K. llusorio for the transfer of al the llusorio cases and/or BCC cases
from RTC[-]Baguio City to any RTC, preferably in Metro Manila, for lack of merit; and

- to DESIGNATE Judge Clifton Ganay of RTC, Branch 31, Agoo, La Union to try and decide al cases
involving the Illusorio family and [BCC] where the judges of the RTC-Baguio [City] have issued orders of
inhibition.

Thereafter, BCC sought clarification of the foregoing designation. It wanted to know whether the Court was

ordering the automatic transfer of the cases involving it to Judge Ganay if the judge trying the case had inhibited
himself, even if not all the judges of the aforesaid court had done the same.

To dispel the confusion, we issued a resolution on March 8, 2004 amending paragraph (b) of the dispositive
portion of the July 14, 2003 resolution to read as follows:

[T]o designate Judge Clifton Ganay of Regiona Trial Court, Agoo, La Union, Branch 31 to try and decide all
cases involving the Ilusorio family and [BCC] which are Civil Case Nos. 5104-R, 1067-R, 5289-R, 4928-R,
5039-R, 1012-R, 4750-R, and 4537-R where &l the judges of the Regional Trial Court, Baguio have issued
orders of inhibition.

Still in aquandary, BCC filed another motion, thistime for clarification[6] of the March 8, 2004 resolution.

On the other hand, Ma. Erlinda llusorio-Bildner, Sylvia K. llusorio and Maximo K. llusorio filed their own
motion to correct the March 8, 2004 resolution.[7] They prayed for the exclusion of S.P. No. 1067-R entitled "In
the Matter of the Probate of the Will of Potenciano T. Ilusorio” from the cases listed in the resolution inasmuch as
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Judge Clarence Villanueva[ 8] opted to continue presiding over the case.

On BCC's motion (for clarification), the Court quotes with approval the memorandum of the Court Administrator
dated January 19, 2004:

...[T]here is no automatic transfer of cases of the llusorio family or of [BCC] case[s] to Judge Ganay. As stated
in the resolution, the request of Mrs. Erlinda K. Ilusorio to have the venue of cases transferred was that "the
petitioner has not exhausted all the available remedies under the law. If she believes that some of the judgesin
Baguio City are impartial and she has evidence to prove the same, she can ask for their inhibition." Hence, a
case goes to Judge Ganay if al the judges of the Regional Trial Court shall inhibit from trying the case.
Otherwise stated, ajudge of RTC [-] Baguio City cannot immediately transfer the case to Judge Ganay until al
of them shall have recused themselves from hearing such case/s.

As for the Bildner group's motion (for correction of our March 8, 2004 resolution), we deny the same for the
reason stated below.

The enumeration of cases in the dispositive portion of the amended (March 8, 2004) resolution of the Court was
merely for the purpose of specifying the cases covered by A.M. No. 03-6-349-RTC so as to avoid any confusion
that could cloud the resolution of this matter.[9] Nowhere in the resolution was it stated that the cases listed there
were to be transferred automatically to Judge Ganay.

Paragraph (b) of the dispositive portion, as amended, meant that the listed cases would be transferred to Judge
Ganay if and only if al judges of the Baguio City RTC inhibited from hearing them. The designation of Judge
Ganay was intended to be a last resort, to take effect only in the extreme event that all judges of the
aforementioned court declined to hear and decide the cases specified. It was not the intention of this Court to
indiscriminately dump all cases on Judge Ganay's lap. His designation becomes operative only if al the Baguio
RTC judges refuse to take part in these cases.[10]

Moreover, the 2002 Revised Manual for Clerks of Court provides:
XXX XXX XXX

In any case where the Judge concerned is disqualified or voluntarily inhibits himself, the records shall be
returned to the Executive Judge and the case shall be included in the regular raffle for re-assignment....[11]

The interpretation of the Bildner group's counsel is therefore erroneous and way out of line. There is no need to
amend the resolution dated March 8, 2004 and exclude S.P. No. 1067-R from the cases listed therein.

WHEREFORE, the Court hereby resolvesto DENY the motions for further clarification and to correct resolution.

Paragraph (b) of the resolution dated July 14, 2003, as amended by the March 8, 2004 resolution, is hereby
reiterated.

Judge Clifton Ganay of Regiona Trial Court, Agoo, La Union, Branch 31 is designated "to try and decide all
cases involving the llusorio family and Baguio Country Club which are Civil Case Nos. 5104-R, 1067-R, 5289-R,
4928-R, 5039-R, 1012-R, 4750-R, and 4537-R where all the judges of the Regional Trial Court, Baguio [City]
have issued orders of inhibition."

SO ORDERED.

Puno, (Chairperson), Sandoval-Gutierrez, Azcuna and Garcia, JJ., concur.

[1] Dated April 29, 2004.
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[2] Dated June 18, 2004.
[3] Thisrequest was conveyed in two letters dated June 25, 2002 and September 11, 2002, respectively.

[4] There are eight llusorio cases pending before the RTC of Baguio City: Civil Case Nos. 5104-R, 1067-R,
5289-R, 4928-R, 5039-R, 1012-R, 4750-R, and 4537-R.

[5] Report of the Office of the Court Administrator dated June 5, 2003.
[6] Supranote 1.
[7] Supra note 2.

[8] Judge Villanueva was dismissed from the service for immorality in the Court's resolution in A.M. No.
RTJ05-1927, Judge Ruben C. Ayson v. RTC Judges of Baguio City promulgated on June 26, 2006.

[9] Supra.
[10] Supra.
[11] Volume 1, Chapter 1V, Section E, Paragraph 1.1.3.5 (b), p. 218.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 4
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library A.M. NO. 03-6-349-RTC. August 22, 2006

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 4 of 4
Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



