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QUISUMBING, J.:

For resolution is the Complaint of Marjorie F. Samaniego against respondent Atty. Andrew V. Ferrer for
immorality, abandonment and willful refusal to give support to their daughter, filed before the Integrated Bar of
the Philippines (IBP) and docketed as CBD Case No. 04-1184.

The facts are as follows:

Early in 1996, Ms. Samaniego was referred to Atty. Ferrer as a potential client. Atty. Ferrer agreed to handle her
cases[1] and soon their lawyer-client relationship became intimate. Ms. Samaniego said Atty. Ferrer courted her
and she fell in love with him.[2] He said she flirted with him and he succumbed to her temptations.[3] Thereafter,
they lived together as "husband and wife" from 1996 to 1997,[4] and on March 12, 1997, their daughter was
born.[5] The affair ended in 2000[6] and since then he failed to give support to their daughter.[7]

Before the IBP Commission on Bar Discipline, Ms. Samaniego presented their daughter's birth and baptismal
certificates, and the photographs taken during the baptism. She testified that she knew that Atty. Ferrer was in a
relationship but did not think he was already married. She also testified that she was willing to compromise, but
he failed to pay for their daughter's education as agreed upon.[8] Atty. Ferrer refused to appear during the hearing
since he did not want to see Ms. Samaniego.[9]

In his position paper,[10] Atty. Ferrer manifested his willingness to support their daughter. He also admitted his
indiscretion; however, he prayed that the IBP consider Ms. Samaniego's complicity as she was acquainted with
his wife and children. He further reasoned that he found it unconscionable to abandon his wife and 10 children to
cohabit with Ms. Samaniego.

In Resolution No. XVII-2005-138[11] dated November 12, 2005, the IBP Board of Governors adopted the report
and recommendation of the Investigating Commissioner, and imposed upon Atty. Ferrer the penalty of six (6)
months suspension from the practice of law for his refusal to support his daughter with Ms. Samaniego. The IBP
also admonished him to be a more responsible member of the bar and to keep in mind his duties as a father.

On February 1, 2006, Atty. Ferrer filed a Motion for Reconsideration[12] with prayer for us to reduce the penalty,
to wit:

Without passing judgment on the correctness or incorrectness of the disposition of the Honorable Commission
on Bar Discipline, herein respondent most humbly and respectfully begs the compassion of the Honorable
Court and states that the gravity of the penalty imposed and meted out, depriving herein respondent to earn a
modest living for a period of six (6) months, will further cause extreme hardship to his family of ten (10)
children.[13]
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We referred the motion to the Office of the Bar Confidant for evaluation. Upon finding that Atty. Ferrer lacked
the degree of morality required of a member of the bar for his illicit affair with Ms. Samaniego, with whom he
sired a child while he was lawfully married and with 10 children, the Office of the Bar Confidant recommended
that we affirm Resolution No. XVII-2005-138 and deny the prayer for reduced penalty.[14]

We agree with the IBP on Atty. Ferrer's failure to give support to his daughter with Ms. Samaniego. We also
agree with the Office of the Bar Confidant that Atty. Ferrer's affair with Ms. Samaniego showed his lack of good
moral character as a member of the bar. We dismiss, however, Ms. Samaniego's charge of abandonment since
Atty. Ferrer did not abandon them. He returned to his family.

Atty. Ferrer admitted his extra-marital affair; in his words, his indiscretion which ended in 2000. We have
considered such illicit relation as a disgraceful and immoral conduct subject to disciplinary action.[15] The
penalty for such immoral conduct is disbarment,[16] or indefinite[17] or definite[18] suspension, depending on
the circumstances of the case. Recently, in Ferancullo v. Ferancullo, Jr.,[19] we ruled that suspension from the
practice of law for two years was an adequate penalty imposed on the lawyer who was found guilty of gross
immorality. In said case, we considered the absence of aggravating circumstances such as an adulterous
relationship coupled with refusal to support his family; or maintaining illicit relationships with at least two women
during the subsistence of his marriage; or abandoning his legal wife and cohabiting with other women.[20]

In this case, we find no similar aggravating circumstances. Thus we find the penalty recommended by the IBP and
Office of the Bar Confidant as adequate sanction for the grossly immoral conduct of respondent.

On another point, we may agree with respondent's contention that complainant was not entirely blameless. She
knew about his wife but blindly believed him to be unmarried. However, that one complicit in the affair
complained of immorality against her co-principal does not make this case less serious since it is immaterial
whether Ms. Samaniego is in pari delicto.[21] We must emphasize that this Court's investigation is not about Ms.
Samaniego's acts but Atty. Ferrer's conduct as one of its officers and his fitness to continue as a member of the
Bar.[22]

Finally, it is opportune to remind Atty. Ferrer and all members of the bar of the following norms under the Code
of Professional Responsibility:

x x x x

Rule 1.01 - A lawyer shall not engage in unlawful, dishonest, immoral or deceitful conduct.

x x x x

Canon 7 - A lawyer shall at all times uphold the integrity and dignity of the legal profession and support the
activities of the integrated bar.

x x x x

Rule 7.03 - A lawyer shall not engage in conduct that adversely reflects on his fitness to practice law, nor shall
he, whether in public or private life, behave in a scandalous manner to the discredit of the legal profession.

x x x x

Needless to state, respondent ought always to keep in mind the responsibilities of a father to all his children. If
there be a resultant hardship on them because of this case, let it be impressed on all concerned that the direct cause
thereof was his own misconduct.

WHEREFORE, we find respondent Atty. Andrew V. Ferrer GUILTY of gross immorality and, as recommended

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library A.C. No. 7022. June 18, 2008

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 5

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



by the Integrated Bar of the Philippines and the Office of the Bar Confidant, SUSPEND him from the practice of
law for six (6) months effective upon notice hereof, with WARNING that the same or similar act in the future will
be dealt with more severely.

To enable us to determine the effectivity of the penalty imposed, the respondent is DIRECTED to report the date
of his receipt of this Decision to this Court.

Let copies of this Decision be furnished the Office of the Bar Confidant, the Integrated Bar of the Philippines, and
the courts all over the country. Let a copy of this Decision likewise be attached to the personal records of the
respondent.

SO ORDERED.

Tinga, Reyes, Leonardo-De Castro, and Brion, JJ., concur.

* Additional member in place of Associate Justice Presbitero J. Velasco, Jr. who is on official leave.

** Additional member in place of Associate Justice Conchita Carpio Morales who is on official leave.

[1] Rollo, pp. 1, 34.

[2] Id. at 1.

[3] Id. at 35.

[4] Id. at 78.

[5] Id. at 1, 60.

[6] Id. at 35.

[7] Id. at 2 and 35.

[8] Id. at 72-80 (TSN, March 30, 2005).

[9] Id. at 54, 81.

[10] Id. at 34-36.

[11] Id. at 84.

[12] Id. at 93-94.

[13] Id. at 93.

[14] Id. at 109.

[15] Ferancullo v. Ferancullo, Jr., A.C. No. 7214, November 30, 2006, 509 SCRA 1, 15.

[16] Bustamante-Alejandro v. Alejandro, A.C. No. 4256, February 13, 2004, 422 SCRA 527, 532-533; Guevarra
v. Eala, A.C. No. 7136, August 1, 2007, 529 SCRA 1, 21.

[17] Zaguirre v. Castillo, Adm. Case No. 4921, March 6, 2003, 398 SCRA 658, 666.

[18] Zaguirre v. Castillo, A.C. No. 4921, August 3, 2005, 465 SCRA 520, 525; Ferancullo v. Ferancullo, Jr., supra
note 15, at 18.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library A.C. No. 7022. June 18, 2008

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 5

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



[19] Ferancullo v. Ferancullo, Jr., id.

[20] Id. at 17-18.

[21] Zaguirre v. Castillo, supra note 17, at 664.

[22] Cojuangco, Jr. v. Palma, Adm. Case No. 2474, September 15, 2004, 438 SCRA 306, 317.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library A.C. No. 7022. June 18, 2008

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 4 of 5

Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library A.C. No. 7022. June 18, 2008

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 5 of 5

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org


