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CARPIO, J.:
The Case

Thisisacomplaint for disbarment filed by the members of the Board of Directorg[1] of the Rural Bank of Calape,
Inc. (RBCI) Bohol against respondent Atty. James Benedict Florido (respondent) for "acts congtituting grave
coercion and threats when he, as counsel for the minority stockholders of RBCI, led his clients in physically
taking over the management and operation of the bank through force, violence and intimidation.”

The Facts

On 18 April 2002, RBCI filed a complaint for disbarment against respondent.[2] RBCI alleged that respondent
violated his oath and the Code of Professional Responsibility (Code).

According to RBCI, on 1 April 2002, respondent and his clients, Dr. Domeciano Nazareno, Dr. Remedios
Relampagos, Dr. Manuel Relampagos, and Felix Rengel (Nazareno-Relampagos group), through force and
intimidation, with the use of armed men, forcibly took over the management and the premises of RBCI. They aso
forcibly evicted Cirilo A. Garay (Garay), the bank manager, destroyed the bank's vault, and installed their own
staff to run the bank.

In his comment, respondent denied RBCI's allegations. Respondent explained that he acted in accordance with the
authority granted upon him by the Nazareno-Relampagos group, the lawfully and validly elected Board of
Directors of RBCI. Respondent said he was merely effecting a lawful and valid change of management.
Respondent alleged that a termination notice was sent to Garay but he refused to comply. On 1 April 2002, to
ensure a smooth transition of manageria operations, respondent and the Nazareno-Relampagos group went to the
bank to ask Garay to step down. However, Garay reacted violently and grappled with the security guard's long
firearm. Respondent then directed the security guards to prevent entry into the bank premises of individuals who
had no transaction with the bank. Respondent, through the orders of the Nazareno-Relampagos group, aso
changed the locks of the bank's vault.

Respondent added that the criminal complaint for malicious mischief filed against him by RBCI was already
dismissed; while the complaint for grave coercion was ordered suspended because of the existence of a prejudicial
guestion. Respondent said that the disbarment complaint was filed against him in retaliation for the administrative
cases hefiled against RBCI's counsel and thetrial court judges of Bohol.

Moreover, respondent claimed that RBCI failed to present any evidence to prove their alegations. Respondent
added that the affidavits attached to the complaint were never identified, affirmed, or confirmed by the affiants
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and that none of the documentary exhibits were originals or certified true copies.
The Ruling of the IBP

On 28 September 2005, IBP Commissioner Leland R. Villadolid, Jr. (Commissioner Villadolid, Jr.) submitted his
report and declared that respondent failed to live up to the exacting standards expected of him as vanguard of law
and justice[3] Commissioner Villadolid, J. recommended the imposition on respondent of a penalty of
suspension from the practice of law for six months to one year with a warning that the repetition of similar
conduct in the future will warrant a more severe penalty.

According to Commissioner Villadolid, Jr., respondent knew or ought to have known that his clients could not
just forcibly take over the management and premises of RBCI without a valid court order. Commissioner
Villadolid, Jr. noted that the right to manage and gain majority control over RBCI was one of the issues pending
before the trial court in Civil Case No. 6628. Commissioner Villadolid, Jr. said that respondent had no legal basis
to implement the take over of RBCI and that it was a "naked power grab without any semblance of legality
whatsoever."

Commissioner Villadolid, Jr. added that the administrative complaint against respondent before the IBP is
independent of the dismissal and suspension of the criminal cases against respondent. Commissioner Villadolid,
Jr. also noted that RBCI complied with the IBP Rules of Procedure when they filed a verified complaint and
submitted duly notarized affidavits. Moreover, both RBCI and respondent agreed to dispense with the mandatory
conference hearing and, instead, simultaneously submit their position papers.

On 20 March 2006, the IBP Board of Governors issued Resolution No. XVI1-2006-120 which declared that
respondent dismally failed to live up to the exacting standards of the law profession and suspended respondent
from the practice of law for one year with awarning that repetition of similar conduct will warrant a more severe
penalty.[4]

On 5 July 2006, respondent filed a motion for reconsideration. In its 11 December 2008 Resolution, the IBP
denied respondent’s motion.[5]

The Ruling of the Court

We affirm the IBP Board of Governors resolution.

The first and foremost duty of a lawyer is to maintain allegiance to the Republic of the Philippines, uphold the
Constitution and obey the laws of the land.[6] Likewise, it is the lawyer's duty to promote respect for the law and
legal processes and to abstain from activities aimed at defiance of the law or lessening confidence in the legal

system.[7]

Canon 19 of the Code provides that a lawyer shall represent his client with zeal within the bounds of the law. For
this reason, Rule 15.07 of the Code requires a lawyer to impress upon his client compliance with the law and
principles of fairness. A lawyer must employ only fair and honest means to attain the lawful objectives of his
client.[8] It is his duty to counsel his clients to use peaceful and lawful methods in seeking justice and refrain
from doing an intentional wrong to their adversaries.[9]

We agree with Commissioner Villadolid, Jr.'s conclusion:

Lawyers are indispensable instruments of justice and peace. Upon taking their professional oath, they become
guardians of truth and the rule of law. Verily, when they appear before a tribunal, they act not merely as
representatives of a party but, first and foremost, as officers of the court. Thus, their duty to protect their
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clients interests is secondary to their obligation to assist in the speedy and efficient administration of justice.
While they are obliged to present every available legal remedy or defense, their fidelity to their clients must
always be made within the parameters of law and ethics, never at the expense of truth, the law, and the fair
administration of justice.[10]

A lawyer's duty is not to his client but to the administration of justice. To that end, his client's success is wholly
subordinate. His conduct ought to and must always be scrupulously observant of the law and ethics.[11] Any
means, not honorable, fair and honest which is resorted to by the lawyer, even in the pursuit of his devotion to his
client's cause, is condemnable and unethical.[12]

WHEREFORE, we find respondent Atty. James Benedict Florido GUILTY of violating Canon 19 and Rules 1.02
and 15.07 of the Code of Professiona Responsihility. Accordingly, we SUSPEND respondent from the practice of
law for one year effective upon finality of this Decision.

Let copies of this decision be furnished the Office of the Bar Confidant, to be appended to respondent's personal
record as attorney. Likewise, copies shall be furnished to the Integrated Bar of the Philippines and in al courtsin
the country for their information and guidance.

SO ORDERED.

Nachura, Peralta, Abad, and Perez,[*]JJ., concur.

[*] Designated additional member per Special Order No. 842.

[1] The complaint was signed by the following members: Lilia G. Dumadag, Mark Joel Go, Michael Jeffrey Go
and RosalinaN. Go.

[2] Rallo, pp. 1-2.

[3] Id. at 273-286.

[4] 1d. at 272.

[5] Id. at 354-355.

[6] Canon 1, Code of Professional Responsibility.

[7] Rule 1.02, Code of Professional Responsibility.

[8] Rule 19.01, Code of Professional Responsibility.

[9] Ernesto Pineda, LEGAL AND JUDICIAL ETHICS, 211 (1999).
[10] Rallo, p. 285.

[11] Maglasang v. People, G.R. No. 90083, 4 October 1990, 190 SCRA 306.
[12] Ernesto Pineda, LEGAL AND JUDICIAL ETHICS, 244 (1999).
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