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DIZON, J.:

On August 21, 1969 Manuel Montemayor filed administrative charges against the Honorable Erlito L. Echiverri,
Judge of the Court of First Instance of Lanao del Norte, Branch IV. The complaint was given due course and the
respondent filed his answer thereto on September 26 of the same year. Thereafter, the case was forwarded to
Justice Cecilia Muñoz Palma, of the Court of Appeals, for appropriate investigation, report and recommendation.

The case was set for hearing on November 20, 1969, but while the respondent judge appeared, neither the
complainant nor a lawyer in his behalf appeared. Consequently, the respondent was allowed to present his
evidence.

On the basis of the evidence of record, Justice Cecilia Muñoz Palma found: (1) that while there was some delay,
on the part of the respondent, in acting on the motion to cancel bail mentioned in the complaint, His Honor
succeeded in giving "understandable and satisfactory" explanation thereof; (2) that, complainant's claim that the
prosecution witnesses in the double murder case against Willy Bagatan, and the members of the family of their
deceased victim, were being threatened by Bagatan and his co-accused, was not mentioned at all in the motion to
cancel bail as a supporting ground, and that, as a matter of fact, the private prosecutor himself, Atty. Tolentino,
admitted that he was not aware of any threat against the prosecution witnesses; (3) that there is no evidence
sufficiently showing undue familiarity between the respondent judge and the accused Bagatan; (4) that, in
connection with the alleged grave error and serious misconduct committed by the respondent judge in calling
Criminal Case No. 1642 for trial even before resolving the motion for the cancellation of the bail bond mentioned
heretofore, the respondent committed no such error or misconduct and that, as a matter of fact, had respondent
delayed the arraignment and trial of the case, he could have been rightly charged with favoring the defendants by
the consequent delay.

On the basis of the findings made, as summarized above, Justice Muñoz Palma recommends that the complaint
against the respondent judge be dismissed.

After a careful review of the record, We entirely agree with the findings and recommendation mentioned above.

WHEREFORE, the present administrative case against the respondent, the Honorable Erlito L. Echiverri, is
hereby dismissed.

Concepcion, C.J., Reyes, J.B.L., Makalintal, Zaldivar, Sanchez, Ruiz Castro, Fernando, Teehankee and Barredo,
JJ., concur.

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 1 of 2

Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library Adm. Case No. 153-J. December 26, 1969

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 2

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org


