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WHEREAS, Section 2, Article IX-B of the Constitution provides that appointments in the civil service shall be
made only according to merit and fitness to be determined, as far as practicable, and, except to positions which are
policy-determining, primarily confidential, or highly technical, by competitive examination;

WHEREAS, under Section 8, Chapter II, Book V of Executive Order (EO) No. 292 or the "Administrative Code
of 1987," entrance to the third level (Career Executive Service [CES]) shall be prescribed by the CES Board
(CESB);

WHEREAS, Section 1 of EO No. 145 (s. 2021) provides that graduates of the Master in National Security
Administration (MNSA) program of the National Defense College of the Philippines (NDCP) who are appointed
to CES positions shall be granted CES rank that is commensurate to their respective CES positions, subject to
requirements to be prescribed and mandated by the CESB;

WHEREAS, one of the strategies on good governance and improving bureaucratic efficiency under the Philippine
Development Plan 2023-2028 is to guarantee competent and agile human resources in the government, which
includes strengthening the CES through the continuous updating of its programs, and the development of a new
competency framework for the public sector;

WHEREAS, there is a need to re-evaluate the foregoing policy of granting CES rank to graduates of the MNSA
program of the NDCP, in order to ensure that its objectives are consistent with existing laws, rules and
regulations; and

WHEREAS, Section 17, Article VII of the Constitution vests in the President the power of control over all
Executive departments, bureaus and offices, and the mandate to ensure the faithful execution of laws;

NOW, THEREFORE, to provide ample opportunity to study and re-assess the justifications for, as well as the
policy implications of the grant of CES rank to graduates of the MNSA program of the NDCP, the following are
hereby ordered:

Section 1. The implementation of EO No. 145 is hereby suspended, pending the study of the policy implications
of EO No. 145, and consultations with relevant stakeholders, including the NDCP, to be conducted by the CESB.

Section 2. Within sixty (60) days from issuance of this Circular, the CESB shall submit to the Office of the
President, through the Office of Executive Secretary, a comprehensive report on its findings together with its
recommendations which shall include either the lifting of of the moratorium or the revocation of EO No. 145, as
may be appropriate.

Section 3. This Circular shall take effect immediately upon publication in the Official Gazette or in a newspaper
of general circulation.
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DONE, in the City of Manila, this 2[nd] of October, in the year of our Lord, Two Thousand and Twenty-Three.

By authority the President:

(SGD.) LUCAS P. BERSAMIN
Executive Secretary

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR NO. 35, October 02, 2023

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR NO. 35, October 02, 2023

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


