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This is an administrative case against Arsenio Acurantes, Justice of the Peace of the municipality of Mati,
province of Davao, who is charged with having refused, for money consideration, to accept a complaint for
homicide against a Chinese subject.

The crime was committed on May 21, 1939, at the barrio of Buso, municipality of Mati. On the following day,
after the Chief of Police of Mati had investigated the incident, an eye-witness signed an affidavit describing the
commission of the crime. This affidavit was subscribed and sworn to before the respondent on May 26, 1936.
Subsequently, on June 1, 1939, the same eye-witness, together with the father and wife of the deceased, were
brought to the house of the respondent by a notary public and the father of the accused. The eye-witness right then
and there subscribed and swore to another affidavit before the respondent, retracting his previous sworn
declarations. The relatives of the deceased likewise subscribed and swore to an affidavit purporting to exempt the
accused from criminal responsibility.

Notwithstanding the foregoing attempt to quash the criminal action, the Chief of Police of Mati presented on June
1, 1939, a complaint for homicide against the perpetrator thereof. However, he attached to the complaint the
retraction of the eye-witness, whereupon the respondent refused to accept it. Thereafter, without taking any
further action on the matter, the respondent left Mati for the City of Davao. Only upon his return to Mati on June
27, 1939, did he request the Provincial Commander of Constabulary to conduct further investigation in regard to
the crime. This new investigation brought out the declaration from the eye-witness that his first affidavit was true
and that the second one was false; and on July 3, 1939, the respondent accepted the complaint for homicide with
the first affidavit supporting it.
In the meantime, the accused was able to escape from the Philippines and efforts to extradite him have met with
no success.

Upon the foregoing facts, I am satisfied that the respondent is guilty of serious dereliction of duty. The various
negotiations between the parties should have impressed him that they were deliberately “fixing” the case and
were attempting to defeat the administration of justice. Knowing that such was the attitude of the parties, and
considering the seriousness of the crime committed, he should have advised the Chief of Police to support the
complaint with the first affidavit of the eye-witness, for, having been executed just after the commission of the
crime, the statements contained therein were more spontaneous and credible than those in the second affidavit. As
a matter of fact, he could have ordered the arrest of the author of the crime after the eye-witness, in company with
the Chief of Police, had subscribed and sworn to before him the first affidavit. But he defaulted in the prompt
performance of this duty and preferred to tolerate the amicable settlement of so serious a crime, in which the state,
more than the complainant herein, is the offended party. Moreover, by his misconduct, the respondent afforded
opportunity to a culprit to escape prosecution for a grave criminal offense.

In view of the foregoing, the respondent, Arsenio Acurantes, is hereby required to resign as Justice of the Peace of
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the municipality of Mati, province of Davao, within fifteen days from the receipt of a copy of this order, and upon
failure to do so, he will be ordered removed from office.

Done at the City of Manila, this 24th day of October in the year of Our Lord, nineteen hundred and forty-one, and
of the Commonwealth of the Philippines, the sixth.

(Sgd.) MANUEL L. QUEZON
President of the Philippines

By the President:

(Sgd.) JORGE B. VARGAS
Secretary to the President

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 156, October 24, 1941

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 156, October 24, 1941

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


