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PERFECTO, J.:

This is an appea by certiorari against a decision of the Court of Appeals promulgated on January 29, 1948,
affirming with some modification a decision of the Court of First Instance of Manila ordering petitioner to vacate
the premises in question, located at the corner of Tanduay and Tuberias Streets, Manila.

The decision of the Court of First Instance, rendered on August 27, 1946, ordered the defendants to vacate the
premises and to pay the plaintiffs the amount of P60 per month beginning January 1, 1942, the case having been
initiated in said court with an action filed on March 16, 1943,

On July 11, 1940, plaintiffs demanded from defendants to vacate the premises and to pay a monthly rental of
P150 beginning July, 1940. Defendants wrote plaintiffs refusing to agree to the increase of the monthly rent from
P60 to P150. Plaintiffs continued collecting rents at the rate of P60 a month until October 25, 1940, when
plaintiffs again demanded from defendants to vacate the premises and insisted on the monthly rent of P150.

Defendants raised the question of jurisdiction of the trial court, aleging that the case was a simple one of
gjectment falling within the exclusive jurisdiction of the municipal court of Manila. The question was dismissed
by the Court of First Instance of Manila, and was agian raised before the Court of Appeals, which disposed of it as
follows:

"Now, going to the errors assigned by the defendants-appellants, and starting with the first one, we cannot
agree to the contention of the said defendants that the trial court lacked jurisdiction to try and decide this case.
It is true that the question involves the gectment of tenants, and the recovery by the landlord of the rentals
thereof. According to law, within one year form the time that premises unlder lease are dtained unlawfully the
action should be brought in the Municipal Court, and, thereafter, it has to be brought in the Court of First
Instance for the action would then be in the nature of an accion publiciana for the recovery of possession. It
will be remembered that the defendants-appellants were required to vacate the premises since July, 1940, and,
therefore, the demand was more than once repeated. The defendants neither vacated the premises nor paid the
amount of P150 demanded by the owners as rentals. From that time, they were in default and were detaining
the premises unlawfully. The present action was brought only on March 16, 1943, i.e., more than two years
after the commencement of the unlawful detainer. It is clear that the municipal court would not have
jurisdiction and that the action could be brought only in the Court of First Instance.”

We do not see valid reason to reverse the action taken by the Court of Appeals. The action filed on March 16,
1943, was intended not only to gect petitioners but also to collect from them rents at the rate of P150 a month
form July 1940, including damages in the amount of P5,000 based on the expenses incurred by the plaintiffsin the
preparation of the plan and specifications for the construction of an eighteen-door apartment on the lot, as well as
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the profits they expected to make form the rents, and it is clear from the plaintiffs action and from the facts as
found by the Court of Appeals that the illegal possession by defendants of the premises in question started from
July 1, 1940, or, at least, from October 25, 1940, as the record will show, when plaintiffs again demanded from
defendants to vacate the premises and insisted on the payment of a monthly rentals of P150, that is to say, much
more than two years before the action was initiated in the Court of First Instance of Manila. The jurisdiction of the
Municipal Court of Manila over forcible entry and detainer cases is circumscribed to illegal possessions not
exceeding one year before the action is initiated. Beyond that period, the jurisdiction to entertain an ejectment
case belongs to the Court of First Instance.

Petition for certiorari is denied with costs.
Moran, C. J., Ozaeta, Feria, Pablo, Bengzon, Tuason, and Reyes, JJ., concur.
Paras, J.:

| concur for the reason stated in my dissenting opinion in Cananay vs. Sarmiento, G. R. No. L-1246.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-2022. May 26, 1949

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



