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BANNING THE HARVESTING, GATHERING, BUYING, SELLING, AND
MUTILATING OF MATURED AND YOUNG LEAFSHEATHS OF ABACA
PLANTS (MUSA TAXTILESNEE) FOR COMMERCIAL PURPOSES

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 502, February 02, 2006

Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/9a2760782188-2/

WHEREAS, the abaca plant, which is indigenous to the Philippines, is producing the natura fiber known
worldwide as Manila Hemp;

WHEREAS, it is considered one of the high value commercia crops contributing an average of P4.5B revenue for
the country and providing direct and indirect employment to an estimated 1.5 million Filipinos;

WHEREAS, it is considered an industrial crop that provide fibers for use in industrial production of pulp and
paper, fibercraft, and cordage applications both for local and foreign markets;

WHEREAS, there is an unabated harvesting, gathering, buying, selling, and mutilating of its matured and young
|eafsheaths known locally as “bakbak” or “umbak”, thus slowly decimating its existence and threatening the
sources of fibers;

WHEREAS, these activities will and in numerous cases have aggravated further the spread of abaca viral diseases
particularly the abaca bunchy-top, abaca mosaic and the abaca bract, and other microorganisms mostly by
mechanical means and the transporting of these abaca “umbak” or “bakbak”;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO, President of the Republic of the Philippines, by
virtue of the powers vested in me by law, do hereby order:

SECTION 1. Coverage. The Executive Order shall cover al areas planted and those to be planted to abaca.

SECTION 2. Ban. The harvesting, gathering, buying, selling, and mutilating for commercial purposes of its
matured abaca plants and its young |eafsheaths known locally as “bakbak” or “umbak” or any terms that may
be commonly used is hereby total banned.

SECTION 3. Definition of Term. The following terms shall be used for this purpose:

“Abaca Plant” refers to the plant scientifically known as Musa textiles Nee and belongs to the family
Musascea. It is similar to bananain appearance except that the leaves are upright, pointed, narrower and more
tapening than the leaves of bananas.
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“Umbak or Bakbak” or similar terms being used in different locations shall refer to the abaca leafsheaths or
overlapping |eafsheaths which are tightly laid one upon the other to form a solid mass commonly called as the
stalk or stem of the abaca.

SECTION 4. Implementing Agencies. The Department of Agriculture (DA) shall supervise, and monitor the
implementation of this Order. The Fiber Industry Development Authority (FIDA), an attached agency of the DA,
shall be the lead agency and shall coordinate with all the Barangay, Municipal, and Provincial Government Units,
the Regional Field Units of the DA including the Philippine National Police, Philippine Ports Authority, Bureau
of Customs, Legidative Officials and other government instrumentalities in the implementation of this Order.

SECTION 5. Implementing Rules and Regulations. The Department of Agriculture shall issue the implementing
guidelines for the effective implementation of this EO, including the inclusion of aline item in the annual budget
of the Fiber Industry Development Authority for the purpose.

SECTION 6. Repealing Clause. All executive orders, rules, regulations and other issuances or parts thereof, which
are inconsistent with provisions of this Executive Order, are hereby revoked or modified accordingly.

SECTION 7. Effectivity. This Executive Order shall take effect immediately upon its publication in a newspaper
of general circulation.

Adopted: 02 Feb. 2006

(SGD.) GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO
By the President:

(SGD.) EDUARDO R. ERMITA
Executive Secretary

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 502, February 02, 2006

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



