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REYES, A., J.:

On July 28, 1953, Chua Chian, in behalf of Ng Siu Hong, Marcelino Ng Siu Lim, and herself, filed a petition in
the Court of First Instance of Manila for the reconstitution of the record of a naturalization case entitled "In the
Matter of the Petition for .Naturalization of Ng Yoc Siu, Case No. 681" alleged to have been decided in 1941. The
record, so it is alleged, was destroyed during the war. Acting on the petition, the court declared the record of the
case reconstituted with the admission of the following exhibits:

"A—A notice sent to Attorney Mendoza by the Clerk of Court advising the former that a copy of the decision of
the Court in the Citizenship Case No. 681 was furnished the Office of the Civil Registrar;

"B—A letter sent by the local civil Registrar requiring Ng Yoc Siu to pay the amount of F20 for the registration
of the copy of the decision;

"C—Official Receipt for P20 for 'registration for petition for. Philippine citizenship Case No. 681';

"D—A copy of a page of a Docket book for Naturalization Case No' 681."

In a subsequent petition filed in the same case, Chua Chian prayed that she be allowed to take the oath of
allegiance for the said Ng Yoc Siu and that thereafter the court order the issuance of the corresponding certificate
of naturalization of said Ng Yoc Siu for the benefit of his widow and children. In support of this prayer, Chua
Chian alleged that in the naturalization case above mentioned a decision was rendered on November 28, 1941,
granting Philippine citizenship to Ng Yoc Siu but that due to the outbreak of the last war Ng Yoc Siu was not able
to take the required oath of allegiance; and that before a certificate of naturalization could be issued to him, he
died on December 28, 1944, leaving a widow, who is herself, and two minor children, the aforementioned Ng Siu
Hong and Marcelino Ng Siu Lim.

The second petition was opposed by the Solicitor General on various grounds, and the court having denied it,
Chua Chian and her two alleged children filed the present petition for "certiorari and mandamus," praying that this
Court order the judge below—

"to immediately issue an order allowing the petitioner, as widow of the deceased Ng Yoc Siu, to give the oath
of allegiance in his behalf in Case No. R-681, entitled 'In the Matter of the Petition for Reconstitution of the
Case Entitled "In the Matter of the Petition for Naturalization of Ng Yoc Siu, Case No. 681," Chua Chian,
Petitioner', and after giving said oath of allegiance, to order issuance of the corresponding certificate of
naturalization of Ng Yoc Siu, for the benefit of the widow and her children above-named."
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Without need of going into all of the questions raised by the parties, we think that the petition must be denied.

The taking of an oath is a personal matter. It is one of those things which by their very nature cannot be done by
one person for another. As the one required to take the oath in this case is already dead, it would be absurd to
allow any other person to take it for him. This becomes more apparent when one examines the form of oath
provided by the Naturalization Act. In that oath the candidate for naturalization solemnly declares that he
renounces his allegiance and fidelity to his former sovereign, accepts the supreme authority of the Government of
the Philippines and promises to support and defend its constitution and observe its laws. How, we may ask, could
a dead person be bound to do the things stipulated in the above oath?

The petition asks that the court below allow petitioner to do that which, it is obvious, cannot legally be done. The
petition must be, as it is hereby, denied. With costs.

Paras, C. J., Bengzon, Padilla, Montemayor, Jugo, Bautista Angelo, Labrador, Concepcion, Reyes, J. B. L., and
Endencia, JJ., concur.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-8697. May 31, 1956

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-8697. May 31, 1956

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


