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The attached chart entitled “Administrative Guidance; Maximum Permissible Variation in Weight and Volume
Expressed in Terms of Allowance Deviation From the Declared Net Content” marked as Annex “A” hereof, has
been invariably used by BFAD in determining whether or not the net content declaration in the labelling is correct
or truthful.

However, concerns have been expressed that a number of food processors of prepackaged food product are not
clear on how to make use of the attached chart or Annex “A”[*].

To ensure uniform interpretation on how to use the guide BFAD hereby issues this clarification or explanation,
thus:

1. A sample unit is considered defective if it does not conform with the prescribed tolerance for weight/volume
variation. This also applies to variation in the declared drained weight.

2. Acceptance of defective units in a given production lot, attributed to weight/volume variation, shall be based on
the CODEX Sampling Plans for Prepackaged Foods where Inspection Level I is applied for normal sampling
operation and Inspection Level II is applied in case of resolving disputes.

3. For proposed foods packed in rigid containers, it is also required that the fill of the container shall at least be
90% of the water capacity of the container.

Furthermore, BFAD herewith provides for your reference the FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius Sampling Plans for
Prepackaged Foods, consisting of two (2) pages marked as Annexes “B” and “B-1[*]”.

These chart and sampling plans will continue to guide both BFAD and the food processors/manufacturers or
repackers in the determination of the accurate net content variations. In this same circular, we remind all parties
concerned that an erroneous net content declaration can render a product misbranded or mislabeled.

Adopted: 20 Oct. 1998

(SGD.) QUINTIN L. KINTANAR, M.D., PH.D., CESO I
Director

ANNEX “B”

FAO/WHO CODEX ALIMENTARIUS SAMPLING PLANS FOR PRE-PACKAGED FOODS

A. Sampling Plan 1 (Inspection Level I, AQL =6.5)

Net Weight is equal to or less than 1 kg (2.2 lb)

Lot Size (N) Sample Size (n) Acceptance Number(c)1

4,800 or less 6 1
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4,801 - 24,000 13 2

24,001 - 48,000 21 3

48,001 - 84,000 29 4

84,001 - 144,000 48 6

144,001 - 240,000 84 9

more than 240,000 126 13

Net Weight is greater than 1 kg (2.2 lb)
But not more that 4.5 kg. (10 lb)

Lot Size (N) Sample Size (n) Acceptance Number(c)1

2, 400 or less 6 1

2, 401 - 15, 000 13 2

15, 001 - 24, 000 21 3

24, 001 - 42, 000 29 4

42, 001 - 72, 000 48 6

72, 001 - 120, 000 84 9

more than 120, 000 126 13

Net Weight greater than 4.5 kg (10 lb)

Lot Size (N) Sample Size (n) Acceptance Number(c)1

601 or less 6 1

600 - 2, 000 13 2

2, 001 - 7, 200 21 3

7, 201 - 15, 000 29 4

15, 001 - 24, 000 48 6

24, 001 - 42, 000 84 9

more than 42, 000 126 13

B. Sampling Plan 2 (Inspection Level II, AQL = 6.5)

Net Weight is equal to or less than 1 kg (2.2. lb)

Lot Size (N) Sample Size (n) Acceptance Number(c)1

4,800 or less 13 2

4,801 - 24,000 21 3

24,001 - 48,000 29 4
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48,001 - 84,000 48 6

84,001 - 144,000 84 9

144,001 - 240,000 126 13

more than 240,000 200 19

Net Weight is greater than 1 kg (2.2 lb) but not more than 4.5 kg (10 lb)

Lot Size (N) Sample Size (n) Acceptance Number(c)1

2, 400 or less 13 2

2, 401 - 15, 000 21 3

15, 001 - 24, 000 29 4

24, 001 - 42, 000 48 6

42, 001 - 72, 000 84 9

72, 001 - 120, 000 126 13

more than 120, 000 200 19

Net Weight greater than 4.5 kg (10 lb)

Lot Size (N) Sample Size (n) Acceptance Number(c)1

601 or less 13 2

600 - 2, 000 21 3

2, 001 - 7, 200 29 4

7, 201 - 15, 000 48 6

15, 001 - 24, 000 84 9

24, 001 - 42, 000 126 13

more than 42, 000 200 19

1 The acceptance number refers to the maximum number of defective units permitted in a given sample size for
the lot to be considered in compliance with the tolerance for weight variation.

[*] Text Available at Office of the National Administrative Register, U.P. Law Complex, Diliman, Quezon City.
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ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.
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