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BAUTISTA ANGELO, J.:

Miguel Lasala was accused of the crime of serious slander by deed with less serious physical injuries and
damages committed, according to the amended information dated December 10, 1956, as follows:

"That on or about the 11th day of September, 1956, in the municipality and province of Surigao, Philippines,
and within the jurisdiction of this Honorable Court the said accused with the deliberate intent to expose to
public ridicule, cast dishonor and public contempt on one Wenceslao Andanar incumbent municipal mayor of
Sapao, Surigao, did then and there willfully, unlawfully and feloniously in a public place use personal violence
by attacking, assaulting and using fistic blows on said Wenceslao Andanar thereby exposing the latter to public
ridicule, contempt and dishonor and inflicting injuries in the different parts of his body whieh required 14 days
medical treatment and incapacitated him from the performance of his customary labors for 12 days, thereby
exposing the said Wencesao Andanar to public contempt, dishonor and special humiliation, purposely
committed in the cockpit where there were many people present.

"That on the same date, place and on the same occasion, the herein accused did then and there willfully,
unlawfully and feloniously attack and assault the said Wenceslao Andanar with, fistic blows, causing bruises
and contusions in the different parts of his body which required 14 days medical treatment and incapacitated
him from the performance of his customary labors for 12 days.

"That by reason of all these acts alleged and described in the preceding paragraphs the offended party suffered
mental anguish, wounded feelings, besmirched reputation, physical and mental torture and social humiliation
causing him great damage and prejudice in the total sum of P30,000 as actual, exemplary, and moral damages.”

Before his arraignment, the accused filed a motion to quash on the ground that the act he has committed, if any, is
not the complex crime of serious slander by deed defined in Article 359 of the Revised Penal Code and of less
serious physical injuries but the single offense defined in paragraph 2 of Article 265 for the reason that said act
has happened in the same place, on the same occasion, and had been impelled by the same intent. So he prayed
that the information be quashed or amended by eliminating the charge of serious slander by deed.
Notwithstanding the opposition interposed thereto by the prosecution, the trial court sustained the motion granting
the fiscal 5 days within which to amend the information charging therein the proper offense in line with its
suggestion. His motion for reconsideration having been denied, the prosecution instituted the present appeal .

The grounds on which the lower court predicated its order requiring the prosecution to amend the information by
setting forth therein only the single offense of less serious physical injuries as prescribed in paragraph 2 of Article
265 of the Revised Penal Code, are asfollows:

"The accused in this case filed a motion to quash the information, dated February 8, 1957, on the ground that
two crimes have been charged in the information which constitute, according to the accused, only one single
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crime, and that the offense allegedly committed by said accused is the one denned and penalized under the
second paragraph of Article 265, of the Revised Penal Code. The prosecution objected to said motion
contending that the crime committed is a complex crime of slander by deed with less serious physical injuries
defined and penalized under Art. 48 of the Revised Penal Code.

"The Court, after considering the matter and hearing the arguments on both sides, holds and declares that this
is the crime specifically defined and penalized under the second paragraph of Art. 265 of the Revised Penal
Code. The Court is of the opinion that the crime committed is less serious physical injuries with the manifest
intent to insult and offend the complaining witness and tile same acts cannot constitute the complex crime of
slander by deed with less serious physical injuries, because such complex crime only exists in cases where the
Code has no specific provision penalizing the same with definite specific penalty."”

Article 265, paragraph 2, of the Revised Pena Caode provides:

"Whenever less serious physical injuries shall have been inflicted with the manifest intent to insult or offend
the injured person, or under circumstances adding ignominy to the offense, in addition to the penalty of arresto
mayor, afine not exceeding 500 pesos shall be imposed.”

An analysis of the provisions of the article above-quoted reveals that whenever an act has been committed which
inflicts upon a person less serious physical injuries with the manifest intent to insult or offend him or under
circumstances adding ignominy to the offense, the offender should be prosecuted under that article and, if
convicted, should be sentenced to the penalty therein prescribed. This specific provision should be considered as
an exception to the rule contained in Article 48 of the Revised Pena Code relative to complex crimes. Of course,
we cannot deny that Article 359 considers as slander by deed any act "which shall cast dishonor, discredit, or
contempt upon another person”, and if said act results in the infliction of physical injuries it may aso be covered
by any of the articles comprised in Chapter Two, Title Eight, of the Revised Penal Code, relative to physical
injuries, but if such eventuality happens the act cannot come under Article 48 of the Revised Pena Code which
considers as complex crime a single act that constitutes two or more grave or less grave felonies for the simple
reason that in this particular case that act is specifically covered by paragraph 2 of Article 265 aready
abovementioned. In this respect, we agree with the following comment of the lower court: "The Court is of the
opinion that the crime committed is less serious physical injuries with the manifest intent to insult and offend the
complaining witness and the same acts cannot constitute the complex crime of slander by deed with less serious
physical injuries, because such complex crime only exists in cases where the Code has no specific provision
penalizing the same with definite specific penalty.”

The acts aleged in the information as constituting the crime of slander by deed with the infliction of physica
injuries on the body of the offended party fit well into Article 265, paragraph 2, of the Revised Penal Code, for it
is there alleged that the assault upon said offended party was committed in the cockpit where at the time there
were many people present. In other words, it may be said that the act was committed with the manifest intent to
insult or offend the offended party, or under circumstances adding ignominy to the offense, it appearing that said
offended party was then the incumbent municipal mayor of the place. The lower court, therefore, was justified in
ordering the amendment of the information.

Wherefore, the order appealed from is affirmed, without pronouncement as to costs.

Bengzon, C. J., Padilla, Concepcion, Reyes, J. B. L., Barrera, Paredes, Dizon, and De Leon, JJ., concur.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-12141. January 30, 1962

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



