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WHEREAS, Section 12 Article II, of the Constitution of the Philippines provides that, "The state recognizes the
sanctity of family life and shall protect and strengthen the family as a basic autonomous social institutions";

WHEREAS, Section I Article XV, of the same Constitution provides that, "The state recognizes the Filipino
Family as the foundation of the nation";

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the government to foster solidarity in the family and actively work for its
development;

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the State to encourage non-governmental and sectoral organizations to promote the
welfare of the Filipino Family;

WHEREAS, while there exist a National Steering Committee overseeing the proper observance of Family Week
every last week of September in accordance with Executive Order No. 241 dated June 9, 1995, implementing
Presidential Proclamation No. 60 dated September 28, 1992, there is a need to expand its powers and functions to
ensure that all programs and activities on the family, including among others the proper observance of the
forthcoming Anniversary of the International Year of the Family in 2004, shall be effectively implemented;

WHEREAS, there is a need to expand the membership of the National Steering Committee of the Family Week in
order that there will be more effective and sustained planning, coordination and promotion of programs and
activities that would increase awareness of the importance of the Family and ensure active participation and
implementation from both the public and private sectors.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO, President of the Philippines, by virtue of the
powers vested in me by law, do hereby order the amendment of Executive Order No. 241 dated June 9, 1995 by
expanding the powers and functions of the National Steering Committee of the Family Week to be henceforth
known as the National Committee on the Filipino Family and increasing the membership therewith.

SECTION 1. Purposes of the National Steering Committee on the Filipino Family. The National Steering
Committee on the Filipino Family shall promote the family as the foundation of the nation, its basic social
institution, as well as the protection of marriage as the foundation of the family. If shall likewise provide
opportunities for partnership with private sector particularly civic and religious, marriage and family
organizations, educational institutions and media groups in promoting the goals and objectives of the Council.

SEC. 2. Powers and Functions. The National Steering Committee on the Filipino Family shall have the following
powers and functions:

2.1 To formulate policies, plan and promote strategies for an effective national program on the family;
2.2 To draw up a mechanism between and among the various national department and local government units, and
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the private sector particularly civic and religious, marriage and family organizations, educational institutions and
media groups for the mobilization, coordination, monitoring and evaluation of effective family life programs;
2.3 To conduct studies, researches and cause the publication of articles and books on marriage family;
2.4 To encourage opportunities training on human relations development among groups and individual engaged in
family life programs;
2.5 To set up and administer a national family development fund for its programs and projects;
2.6 To plan, coordinate and evaluate the yearly celebration of the National Family Week (Amends E.O. No. 241
and PP No. 60) the National Family Thanksgiving Day (PP No. 847), the National Mother's Day, the National
Father's Day, the National Grandparents Day, the International Year of the Family, and such other celebration for
the family;
2.7 To ensure the institutionalization of Family Week and Family Thanksgiving Day through the participation of
all concerned;
2.8 To network with all concerned government agencies and non-government organizations in the effective
discharge of its functions;
2.9 To perform such powers and functions as necessary to carry out the provisions of this Executive Order.

SEC. 3. Composition. The National Steering Committee on the Filipino Family shall be chaired by the Secretary
of Social Welfare and Development of his/her designated Undersecretary and a Vice-Chairperson who shall be
elected from among the non-governmental organizations, civic and religious, marriage and family organizations,
educational institutions and media groups represented and shall be composed of the following government
agencies and private sector entities.

3.1 Government Agencies

3.1.1 Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD)
3.1.2 Department of Education (DepEd)
3.1.3 Department of Health (DOH)
3.1.4 Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG)
3.1.5 Commission on Higher Education (CHED)
3.1.6 National Youth Commission (NYC)
3.1.7 National Commission on the Role of Filipino Women (NCRFW)
3.1.8 National Commission on Indigenous Peoples (NCIP)
3.1.9 Council for the Welfare of Children (CWC)
3.1.10 Presidential Management Staff (PMS)
3.1.11 Office of the Presidential Adviser for Special Concerns (OPASC)
3.1.12 Office of the Muslim Affairs (OMA)
3.1.13 Philippine Information Agency (PIA)
3.1.14 Senate Committee on Youth Women and Family
3.1.15 House Committee on Population and Family Relations

3.2 Non-Government Entities

3.2.1 CBCP Episcopal Commission on the Family and Life (ECFL)
3.2.2 The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
3.2.3 Iglesia ni Cristo
3.2.4 National Council of Churches in the Philippines (NCCP)
3.2.5 Kaisahang Buhay Foundation (KBF)
3.2.6 Marriage Enhancement and Teams Services Foundation (METS Foundation)

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 238, September 22, 2003

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 4

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



3.2.7 NORFIL Foundation
3.2.8 National Council of Social Development Foundation, Inc. (NSCD)
3.2.9 Family Life Institute Family Network
3.2.10 Pro-Life Philippines Foundation

The National Steering Committee on the Filipino Family as the need arises may invite government agencies and
non-government organizations not mentioned above as additional members of the National Committee on the
Filipino Family.

SEC. 4. Funding. The necessary amount to be incurred in connection with the implementation of this Order shall
be primarily funded under the budget of the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) and
secondarily shared by the government departments and agencies concerned, charged against their respective
regular budgets. And, therefore, funds for the operation of the activities and programs, shall be included in the
General Appropriations Act. Further, the National Steering Committee on the Filipino Family may engage in
resource generation/mobilization activities as may be allowed by law to ensure the success and continued
operation of the National Steering Committee on the Filipino Family and its programs and projects.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the Republic of the Philippines to
be affixed.

DONE in the City of Manila, this 22nd day of September, in the year of Our Lord, Two Thousand and Three.

(Sgd.) GLORIA M. ARROYO

By the President:

(Sgd.) ALBERTO G. ROMULO
Executive Secretary

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 238, September 22, 2003

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 4

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 238, September 22, 2003

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 4 of 4

Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org


