ACTS - NOVEMBER 26, 1930

AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A CIVIL REGISTER.

Act No. 3753, November 26, 1930

Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/8ca605104230/

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in Legislature assembled and by the
authority of the same:

SECTION 1. Civil register.—A civil register is established for recording the civil status of persons, in which shall
be. entered: (@) births; (b) deaths; (c) marriages, (d) annulments of marriages; (e) divorces; (f) legitimations; (g)
adoptions; (h) acknowledgments of natural children; (i) naturalizations; and (j) changes of name.

SEC. 2. Civil Registrar-General; his duties and powers—The Director of the Nationa Library shal be Civil
Registrar-General and shall enforce the provisions of this Act. The Director of the Nationa Library, in his

capacity as Civil Registrar-General, is hereby authorized to prepare and issue, with the approval of the Secretary

of Justice, regulations for carrying out the purposes of this Act, and to prepare and order printed the necessary

forms for its proper compliance. In the exercise of his functions as Civil Registrar-General, the Director of the

National Library shall have the power to give orders and instructions to the local civil registrars with reference to

the performance of their duties as such. It shall be the duty of the Director of the National Library to report any

violation of the provisions of this Act and all irregularities, negligence or incompetency on the part of the officers

designated as local civil registrars to the Chief of the Executive Bureau or the Director of the Non-Christian

Tribes, as the case may be, who shall take the proper disciplinary action against the offenders.

SEC. 3. Local civil registrars—Except in the City of Manila, where the duties of local civil registrar shall be
performed by the officer of the Philippine Health Service designated by the Director of said Service, the treasurers

of the regular municipalities, municipal districts, and cities shall be local civil registrars of the respective

municipalities, municipal districts or cities, and shall perform the duties imposed upon them by this Act without

extra compensation, in addition to their ordinary duties. In his capacity as local civil registrar, the officer

designated by the Director of the Heath Service as local civil registrar of Manila and the treasurer above

mentioned shall be under the direction and supervision of the Civil Registrar-General.

SEC. 4. Civil register books—The local civil registrars shall keep and preserve in their offices the following
books, in which they shall, respectively, make the proper entries concerning the civil status of persons.

- Birth and death register.

- Marriage register, in which shall be entered not only the marriages solemnized but also divorces and dissolved
marriages.

- Legitimation, acknowledgment, adoption, change of name, and naturalization register.

SEC. 5. Registration and certification of births.-The declaration of the physician or midwife in attendance at the
birth or, in default thereof, the declaration of either parent of the newborn child, shall be sufficient for the
registration of a birth in the civil register. Such declaration shall be exempt from the documentary stamp tax and
shall be sent to the local civil registrar not later than thirty days after the birth, by the physician or midwife in
attendance at the birth or by either parent of the newborn child.
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In such declaration, the persons above mentioned shall certify to the following facts: (a) date and hour of birth; (b)
sex and nationality of infant; (c) names, citizenship, and religion of parents or, in case the father is not known, of
the mother alone; (d) civil status of parents; (€) place where the infant was born; (f) and such other data as may be
required in the regulations to be issued.

In the case of an exposed child, the person who found the same shall report to the local civil registrar the place,
date, and hour of finding and other attendant circumstances.

In case of an illegitimate child, the birth certificate shall be signed and sworn to jointly by the parents of the infant
or only by the mother if the father refuses. In the latter case, it shall not be permissible to state or reveal in the
document the name of the father who refuses to acknowledge the child, or to give therein any information by
which such father could be identified.

Any foetus having human features which dies after twenty-four hours of existence completely disengaged from
the maternal womb shall be entered in the proper registers as having been born and having died.

SEC. 6. Death certificate and register.—No human body shall be buried unless the proper death certificate has been
presented and recorded in the office of the local civil registrar. The physician who attended the deceased or, in his
default, the health officer concerned, or in default of the latter, any member of the family of the deceased or any
person having knowledge of the death, shall report the same to the local health authorities, who shall issue a death
certificate and shall order the same to be recorded in the office of the local civil registrar. The death certificate,
which shall be issued by the attending physician of the 1 v deceased or, in his default, by the proper health officer,
shall contain the following data which shall be furnished by the person reporting the death: (a) date and place of
death; (b) full name, (c) age, (d) sex, () occupation or profession, (f) residence, (g) status as regards marriage, (h)
nationality of the deceased, and (i) probable cause of death.

During epidemics, bodies may be buried provided the proper death certificates have been secured, which shall be
registered not later than five days after the burial of the body.

SEC. 7. Registration of marriages—All civil officers and priests or ministers authorized to solemnize marriages
shall send a copy of each marriage contract solemnized by them to the local civil registrar within the time limit
specified in the existing Marriage Law.

In cases of divorce and annulment of marriage, it shall be the duty of the successful petitioner for divorce or
annulment of marriage to send a copy of the final decree of the court to the local civil registrar of the municipality
where the dissolved or annulled marriage was solemnized.

In the marriage register there shall be entered the full name and address of each of the contracting parties, their
ages, the place and date of the solemnization of the marriage, the names and addresses of the witnesses, the full
name, address, and relationship with the minor contracting party or parties of the person or persons who gave their
consent to the marriage, and the full name, title, and address of the person who solemnized the marriage.

In cases of divorce or annulment of marriage, there shall be recorded the names of the parties divorced or whose
marriage was annulled, the date of the decree of the court, and such other details as the regulations to be issued

may require.

SEC. 8. Registration of legitimations by subsequent marriage—The acknowledgment of the children legitimated
by subsequent marriage, referred to in article one hundred and twenty-one of the Civil Code, may be recorded in
the legitimation register, entering: (@) the names of the parents; (b) that at the time when the children were
conceived, the aforesaid parents could have contracted marriage, and that they actually contracted marriage,
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stating the date and place when such marriage was solemnized, the minister who officiated, and the civil register
where such marriage was recorded; (c) the names of the children legitimated, with reference to their birth
certificates.

SEC. 9. Registration of acknowledgments by public instrument.—Any voluntary acknowledgment by the natural
parents or by only one of them by public instrument, shall be recorded in the acknowledgment register of the civil
register of the municipality where the birth of the acknowledged child was registered, setting forth the following
data: (a) full name of the natural child acknowledged; (b) age; (c) date and place of birth; (d) status as to marriage,
and residence of the child acknowledged; (€) full name of the natural father or mother who makes the
acknowledgment; () full name of the notary public before whom the document was acknowledged; (g) full names
of witnesses to document; (h) date and place of acknowledgment of said document, and entry and page number of
the notarial register in which the same was recorded.

It shall be the duty of the natural parent whose voluntary acknowledgment was made by means of a public
instrument to send a certified copy thereof to the local civil registrar of the municipality in the civil register
whereof the hirth of the acknowledged child was recorded, not later than twenty days after the execution of such
instrument, for the registration thereof.

SEC. 10. Registration of adoptions, changes of name, and naturalizations—In cases of adoptions, changes of
name, and naturalizations, it shall be the duty of the interested parties or petitioners to register the same in the
local civil register of the municipality where the decree was issued. The names of the interested parties and such
other data as may be required by the regulations to be issued shall be entered in the register.

SEC. 11. Duties of clerks of court to register certain decisions—In cases of legitimation, acknowledgment,
adoption, naturalization, and change of given or family name, or both, upon the decree of the court becoming

final, it shall be the duty of the clerk of the court which issued the decree to ascertain whether the same has been

registered, and if this has not been done, to have said decree recorded in the office of the civil registrar of the

municipality where the court is functioning.

SEC. 12. Duties of local civil registrars—Local civil registrars shal (a) file registrable certificates and documents
presented to them for entry; (b) compile the same monthly and prepare and send any information required of them
by the Civil Registrar-General; (c) issue certified transcripts or copies of any certificate or document registered,
upon payment of the proper fees; (d) order the binding, properly classified, of all certificates or documents
registered during the year; (€) send to the Civil Registrar-General, during the first ten days of each month, a copy
of the entries made during the preceding month, for filing; (f) index the same to facilitate search and identification
in case any information is required; and (g) administer oaths, free of charge, for civil register purposes.

SEC. 13. Documents registered are public documents.—The books making up the civil register and all documents
relating thereto shall be considered public documents and shall be prima facie evidence of the truth of the facts
therein contained. They shall be open to the public during office hours and shall be kept in a suitable safe which
shall be furnished to the local civil registrar at the expense of the general fund of the municipality concerned. The
local civil registrar shall not under any circumstances permit any document entrusted to his care to be removed
from his office, except by order of a court, in which case the proper receipt shall be taken. The local civil registrar
may issue certified copies of any document filed, upon payment of the proper fees required in this Act.

SEC. 14. Expenses and fees of the office of the civil registrar.—All expenses in connection with the establishment
of local civil registers shall be paid out of municipal funds, and for this purpose, municipa councils and boards
shall make the necessary appropriations out of their available general funds.
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For the registration of documents and for certified copies of documents on file in the local civil registrar's office,
fees shall be charged in accordance with the following schedule:

For registration of alegitimation

P2.00

For registration of an adoption

2.00

For registration of an annulment of marriage

10.00

For registration of adivorce

10.00

For registration of a naturalization

20.00

For registration of a change of name

2.00

For certified copies of any document in the register, for each one hundred words

.20

The Civil Registrar-General or any local civil registrar may issue certified copies of documents free of charge for
official use or at the request of a competent court. All fees collected for such purposes shall accrue to the genera
fund of the municipality concerned.

SEC. 15. Preservation of present register books—A11 ent register books, birth, death, and marriage registers and
other papers relating thereto at present in the keeping of the municipal secretaries or the clerk of the Municipal
Court of Manila shall be transferred by the same to the officers acting as local civil registrars in each city or
municipality and shall form part of the archives of the latter.

SEC. 16. False statements—Any person who shall knowingly make false statements in the forms furnished and
shall present the same for entry in the civil register, shall be punished by imprisonment for not less than one
month nor more than six, or by a fine of not less than two hundred pesos nor more than five hundred, or both, in
the discretion of the court.
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SEC. 17. Failure to report—Other violations—Any person whose duty it is to report any fact concerning the civil
status of persons and who knowingly fails to perform such duty, and any person convicted of having violated any
of the provisions of this Act, shall be punished by a fine of not less than ten pesos nor more than two hundred.

SEC. 18. Neglect of duty with reference to the provisions of this Act.—Any local civil registrar who fails properly
to perform his duties in accordance with the provisions of this Act and of the regulation issued hereunder, shall be
punished, for the first offense, by an administrative fine in a sum equal to his salary for not less than fifteen days
nor more than three months, and for a second or repeated offense, by removal from the service.

SEC. 19. Application of this Act to the specia provinces.-The Director of the National Library, in his capacity as
Civil Registrar-General, is hereby authorized, upon recommendation of the Director of the Bureau of
Non-Christian Tribes, to designate the municipalities in the specially organized provinces where the provisions of
this Act shall be applied.

SEC. 20. Transitory provision—All rights, duties, and powers established by Act Numbered Thirty-six hundred
and thirteen, entitled the Marriage Law, with reference to the procedure for the issuance of the marriage license
prior to the solemnization of marriage, the registration of marriages, and the filing of the documents in connection
therewith, conferred and imposed by said Act upon the clerk of the Municipal Court of Manila and the municipal
secretaries, are hereby transferred to the officer of the Health Service designated by the Director of said Service,
in accordance with section three of this Act, and to the municipal treasurers, respectively, in their capacity aslocal
civil registrars.

All duties and powers established by subsections (d) and () of section twenty-two hundred and twelve of the
Administrative Code, imposed and conferred by said section upon the municipal secretaries, are hereby likewise
transferred to the municipal treasurersin their capacity asloca civil registrars.

SEC. 21. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.
SEC. 22. This Act shall take effect three months after its approval.
Approved, November 26, 1930.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 5 of 6
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library Act No. 3753, November 26, 1930

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 6 of 6
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



