REPUBLIC ACTS - JUNE 19, 1965

AN ACT GRANTING THE RCA COMMUNICATIONS, INC. A FRANCHISE
TO ESTABLISH, OPERATE, AND MAINTAIN COMMUNICATIONS
SYSTEMSFOR THE RECEPTION AND TRANSMISSION OF MESSAGES
BETWEEN THE PH...

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 4617, June 19, 1965
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in Congress assembled:

SECTION 1. There is hereby granted to the RCA Com-munications, Inc., hereinafter referred to as the grantee,
the right and privilege of constructing, maintaining and operating communications systems by radio, wire,
satel-lites, and other means now known to science or which in the future may be developed for the reception and
transmission of messages between any point in the Phil-ippines to points exterior thereto, including airplanes,
airships or vessels, even though such airplanes, airships or vessels may be located within the territorial limits of
the Philippines.

SEC. 2. Subject to the limitations and procedure pre-scribed by law, the grantee is authorized to exercise the right
of eminent domain insofar as may be reasonably necessary to further the establishment and efficient
main-tenance and operation of its communications systems, and, with the prior approval of the Secretary of
Public Works and Communications, the grantee is authorized to construct and maintain its works of public utility
and service over and across public property of the Philip-pines, including streets, highways, sguares and
reservations, and other similar property of the Government of the Philippines and its branches.

SEC. 3. For the purpose of carrying out the privilege granted herein, the grantee may establish stations in such
places in the Philippines as the grantee may select and the Secretary of Public Works and Communications may
approve. The grantee may likewise avail of, or utilize, through purchase, lease, or other forms of arrange-ment
with third parties, any other kind or means of communications systems now known to science or which in the
future may be developed.

SEC. 4. (a) The Secretary of Public Works and Com-munications shall have the power to allot to the grantee the
frequencies and wave lengths to be used thereunder, and determine the stations to and from which each such
frequency and wave length may be used, and issue to the grantee alicense for such use.

(b) The Secretary of Public Works and Communica-tions, on reasonable notice to the grantee, may at any time
change or cancel, or modify, in whole or in part, any or al of the allotments of frequencies or wave lengths to be
used. He may take such action (1) whenever in his judgment such frequencies and wave lengths have been used,
or there is danger that they will be used by the grantee to impair electrical communication, or stifle competition,
or to obtain a monopoly in electrical com-munication, or to secure unreasonable rates for such communication, or
otherwise to violate the laws or public policy of the Philippines; (2) whenever in his judgment the public interests
of the Philippines require that such frequencies or wave lengths should be used for other purposes than those of
the grantee, either by the Govern-ment of the Philippines or by other individuals or cor-porations licensed by it;
(3) whenever in his judgment for any reason the public interests of the Philippines so require.
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SEC. 5. The Public Service Commission is hereby given jurisdiction over the grantee only with respect to the
rates which the grantee may charge the public, subject to international commitments made or adhered to by the
Republic of the Philippines.

SEC. 6. A specid right is reserved to the Government of the Republic of the Philippines, in time of war,
in-surrection, or domestic trouble, to take over and operate the said stations upon the order and direction, of any
authorized department of the Government of the Philip-pines, such department to compensate the grantee for the
use of said stations during the period when they shall be so operated by the said Government.

SEC. 7. The grantee shall keep a separate account of the gross receipts of the business transacted by it in the
Philippines, and shall furnish the Auditor General and the Treasurer of the Philippines a copy of such account not
later than the thirty-first day of January of each year for the preceding year. For the purpose of auditing accounts
so rendered to the Auditor General and National Treasurer, all of the books and accounts of the grantee, shall be
subject to the official inspection of the Auditor General or his authorized representatives, and the audit and
approval of such accounts shall be final and conclusive evidence as to the amount of said gross receipts, except
that the grantee shall have the right to appeal to the courts of the Philippines, under the terms and conditions
provided in the laws of the Philippines.

SEC. 8. (a) The grantee shall be liable to pay the same taxes on its rea estate, buildings, and personal property,
exclusive of the franchise, as other persons or corporations are now or hereafter may be required by law to pay.

(b) The grantee shall further pay to the Treasurer of the Philippines each year, within ten days after the audit and
approval of the accounts as prescribed in this Act, five per centum of all gross receipts from business transacted
under this franchise by the said grantee in the Philippines.

SEC. 9. The grantee shall hold the national, provincial, and municipal governments of the Philippines, harmless
from al claims, accounts, demands, or actions arising out of accidents or injuries, whether to property or to
persons, caused by the construction or operation of the stations of the grantee.

SEC. 10. The grantee shall be subject to corporation laws of the Philippines now existing or hereafter enacted.

SEC. 11. The franchise hereby granted shall be subject to amendment, alteration, or repeal by the Congress of the
Philippines, and the rights to use and occupy public property and places hereby granted shal revert to the
respective government entities, upon the termination of this franchise, by such repea or by forfeiture, or
ex-piration in due course. Unless earlier terminated by any such repeal or forfeiture, or extended, the franchise
and rights hereby granted shall terminate by expiration of time fifty years after the date of the acceptance of this
Act by the grantee.

SEC. 12. As a condition of the granting of this fran-chise, the grantee shall execute a bond in favor of the
Government of the Philippines, in the sum of fifty thousand pesos, in a form and with sureties satisfactory to the
Secretary of Public Works and Communications, con-ditioned upon the faithful performance of the grantee's
obligations hereunder during the first three years of the life of this franchise. If, after three years from the date of
acceptance of this franchise, the grantee shall have fulfilled said obligations or soon thereafter as the grantee shall
have fulfilled the same, the bond aforesaid shal be cancelled by the Secretary of Public Works and
Communications.

SEC. 13. Acceptance of this franchise shall be given in writing within six months after approval of this Act. When
so accepted by the grantee and upon the approval of the bond aforesaid by the Secretary of Public Works and
Communications the grantee shall be empowered to exercise the privileges granted thereby.
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SEC. 14. The grantee shall not lease, transfer, grant the usufruct of, sell or assign this franchise nor the rights and
privileges acquired thereunder to any person, firm, company, corporation or other commercial or legal entity, nor
merge with any other company or corporation organized for the same purpose, without the approva of the
Congress of the Philippines first had: Provided, however, That reorganization of the Philippine branch office of
the grantee into a domestic corporation shall not be deemed to be a transfer, assignment, sale or lease of this
franchise which would require such approval of the Congress of the Philippines. Any corporation to which this
franchise may be sold, transferred, or assigned, shall be subject to the corporation laws of the Philip-pines now
existing or hereafter enacted, and any person, firm, company, corporation or other commercial or legal entity to
which this franchise is sold, transferred, or assigned shall be subject to all conditions, terms, restric-tions and
limitations of this franchise as fully and com-pletely and to the same extent asif the franchise had been originaly
granted to the said person, firm, company, corporation or other commercial or legal entity.

SEC. 15. The term Public Service Commission, as herein used, means said Commission as from time to time
constituted, or any other governmental body as from time to time constituted, hereafter created in place of or in
succession to said Public Service Commission.

SEC. 16. This franchise shall not be interpreted to mean an exclusive grant of the privileges herein provided for.

SEC. 17. Nothing in this franchise shall be construed to authorize the grantee to engage in domestic
com-munications service.

SEC. 18. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.
Approved, June 19, 1965.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 4
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library REPUBLIC ACT NO. 4617, June 19, 1965

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 4 of 4
Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



