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TO:

ALL LITIGANTS, JUSTICES, JUDGES AND COURT PERSONNEL OF THE JUDICIARY, AND MEMBERS
OF THE BAR

RE:

EXTENSION OF THE ENHANCED COMMUNITY QUARANTINE IN CERTAIN AREAS UNTIL 15 MAY
2020

Considering that the Enhanced Community Quarantine (ECQ), aso loosely referred to as "lockdown," was
extended until 15 May 2020 in certain areas in the country (LUZON: National Capital Region; CAR - Benguet;[*]
Region | - Pangasinan[*]; Region |l - Bataan, Bulacan, Nueva Ecija, Pampanga, Tarlac[*] & Zambaleg*];
Region IV-A - CALABARZON; Region IV-B - Oriental Mindoro & Occidental Mindoro; Region V - Albay &
Catanduanes; VISAYAS: Region VI - Aklan,[**] Antique[**] Capiz[**] & lloilo; Region VII - Cebu[**] &
Cebu City;[**] and MINDANAO: Region XI - Davao del Norte[**] Davao City[**] & Davao de Oro[**]), all
the courts in the said ECQ areas shall operate as follows during the said period:

1. All courts in the ECQ areas shall remain physically closed to all court users until 15 May 2020, and may be
reached only through their respective hotline numbers, email addresses and/or Facebook accounts as posted on the
website of the Supreme Court.

2. While the courts shall remain physically closed to all courts users in the ECQ areas, they shall continue to
operate from 9:00 am. to 3:00 p.m., Monday to Friday, until 15 May 2020. All electronic communications,
however, must be transmitted by court users from 8:30 am. to 2:00 p.m.

3. The on-line filing of criminal complaints and informations, posting of bail, and submission of other urgent
pleadings shall continue to be in effect until 15 May 2020 in the ECQ areas.

4. The scheduling of justices- and judges-on-duty, together with the skeleton staff, in the ECQ areas shall continue
until 15 May 2020, so that urgent matters may be addressed.

5. Night courts and Saturday courts shall remain suspended until 15 May 2020 in the ECQ areas.

6. All hearingsin the ECQ areas, except on urgent matters (such as those mentioned in A.C. No. 31-2020 dated 16
March 2020), shall remain suspended until 15 May 2020.

7. Thefiling of petitions, appeals, complaints, motions, pleadings and other court submissions that fall due up to
15 May 2020 in the ECQ areas is extended for 30 calendar days, counted from 16 May 2020, but pleadings and
other court submissions may still be filed by the parties within the reglementary period on or before 15 May 2020
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through electronic means, if preferred and able.

8. The periods for court actions with prescribed periods in the ECQ areas are also extended for 30 calendar days
counted from 16 May 2020, except court actions on urgent matters.

9. All justices and judges in the ECQ areas shall continue to draft decisions and orders in their respective
residences until 15 May 2020, which decisions shall be promulgated or issued once the courts are fully
operational, except decisions and orders on urgent matters which shall be promulgated or issued during the ECQ
period.

10. All official meetings, seminars, trainings and other functions in the Judiciary within the ECQ areas are
deferred until 15 May 2020, except those that may be called or authorized by the Chief Justice or by the Judiciary
Task Force on COVID-19.

11. Flag raising and retreat ceremonies in the ECQ areas are likewise suspended until 15 May 2020.

Should the status of an area or province be changed from ECQ to General Community Quarantine (GCQ), that
area or province shall be governed by and comply with the circular issued for areas under GCQ.

All previously issued circulars and their respective provisions which are not inconsistent herewith shall remain
valid and in effect.

FOR THE GUIDANCE OF ALL CONCERNED.

Parafiaque City, 27 April 2020

(Sgd.) Hon. Diosdado M. Peralta
Chief Justice

[*] May change by 30 April 2020

[**] For re-checking
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by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
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