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By authority of the United States, be it enacted by the Philippine Commission, that:

SECTION 1. Section twelve of Act Numbered Two hundred and fifteen, entitled "An Act establishing and
regulating accountability for public property in the Philippine Archipelago,” is hereby amended by adding at the
end thereof the following: "When in his discretion the public interest will be best served by such action, the Civil
Governor may authorize the sale of public property at private sale, subject to such restrictions as he may impose

in each case, or for any branch of the service."

SEC. 2. The first paragraph of section twenty-three of said Act, as amended by section two of Act Numbered

Three hundred and sixty-one, is hereby repealed and the following inserted in lieu thereof:

"SEC. 23. When property is purchased from the Insular Purchasing Agent the freight to the port or railway
station of destination, not including the unloading charges unless so specified in the bill of lading, shall be paid
by the Insular Purchasing Agent upon presentation of a properly receipted or accomplished bill of lading:
Provided, That property shall be shipped only to a consignee or his authorized agent at the port or railway
station of destination. If such consignee or his agent shall receipt or accomplish such hill of lading without
notation thereon of a shortage in, or damage to, the property covered by such bill of lading, such
accomplishment or receipt shall make the consignee responsible for the full amount and value of the goods
covered by said hill of lading and shall release the carrier from responsibility for any shortage or damage, in
default of other evidence to the contrary satisfactory to a committee or inspector appointed under the
provisions of sections nine and ten of this Act. Evidence of the opening or tampering with any package shall
bind the carrier for any shortage or damage which may appear therein, and when notation is made upon the hill
of lading of such evidence the burden of proof that the shortage or damage occurred after the shipment left the
carrier's possession shall be upon such carrier.

"Public property shipped by another Bureau of the Government shall be subject to the provisions of this section
so far asit relates to the responsibility of the parties concerned.

"Public property shipped upon any vessel of the Bureau of Coast Guard and Transportation, or of any other
Bureau of the Government, shall be subject to the provisions of this section, and responsibility which would be
fixed upon the carrier shall be charged to the responsible officer of such vessel, in default of evidence that the
shortage or damage claimed was not caused by neglect or misconduct: Provided, That the carrier may in his
discretion require that such package be sealed with wire and lead seals and may refuse to receive for shipment
any package not in good order, or any bags of rice or other grain not packed in double sacks."

SEC. 3. Section twenty-nine of said Act is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the following:

"Arms captured or seized by the Philippines Constabulary will be taken up on his property returns by the
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officer in command of the forces making the capture or seizure, and when such arms are shown by satisfactory
evidence to be stolen property, they may be dropped upon the receipt of the rightful owner and presentation of
proper evidence of ownership.

"Arms captured or seized by municipal police or so-called volunteers or surrendered to such organizations
shall be, as soon as practicable, turned over to the senior inspector of Constabulary of the province in which
such capture, seizure, or surrender is made, who shall in like manner take up such arms upon his property
returns, and when shown by satisfactory evidence to be stolen property may be likewise returned to the owner
upon his giving receipt therefor and thereupon dropped from the property returns of the accountable officer."

SEC. 4. The public good requiring the speedy enactment of this bill, the passage of the same is hereby expedited
in accordance with section two of "An Act prescribing the order of procedure by the Commission in the
enactment of laws," passed September twenty-sixth, nineteen hundred.

SEC. 5. This Act shall take effect on its passage.
Enacted, September 29, 1903.
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