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REYES, J.:

This is an action on a life insurance policy.

On August 1, 1948, the defendant insurance company issued a policy on the life of plaintiff's husband, Henry G.
Kanapi, whereby defendant undertook to pay to plaintiff as beneficiary, upon the death of the insured, the sum of
P5,000 if the death be due to natural causes and an additional P5,000 if the death be due to accidental means,,
payment of this additional sum being provided for in the "Accidental Death Benefit Clause" appended to and
forming part of the policy but expressly made subject to the exception that the clause would not apply where
death resulted from injury "intentionally inflicted by a third party." During the life of the policy, the insured died
from a bullet wound inflicted, without provocation, by one Conrado Quemosing, who, as author of the killing,
was found guilty of murder and sentenced to prison.

Upon receiving proof of the insured's death, defendant paid plaintiff P5,000, but refused to pay the additional
P5,000 claimed under the accidental death benefit clause on ground that, as the insured died from an injury
intentionally inflicted by a third party, the clause did not apply. The present action is for the recovery of the
additional sum.

Upholding defendant's stand, the lower court dismissed the action, whereupon plaintiff appealed to this Court, and
the question for us to determine is whether plaintiff is entitled to the additional P5,000 claimed under the accident
benefit clause of the policy.

This clause provides for the payment of the sum upon proof "that the death of the Insured resulted directly from
bodily injury affected through external and violent means sustained in an accident * * * and independently of all
other causes." But far from proving that the insured died from bodily injury sustained in an accident, the agreed
facts are to the effect that the insured was murdered, thus making it indisputable that his death resulted from
injury "intentionally inflicted by a third party"; which is one of the exceptions to the accident benefit clause,
according to which the benefit shall not apply to death resulting from "(5) Any injury received * * * (e) that has
been inflicted intentionally by a third party, either with or without provocation on the part of the Insured, and
whether or not the attack or the defense by the third party was caused by a violation of the law by the Insured * *
*." There is nothing to the suggestion that the case comes under exception 5(d) or that portion of it which excepts
from the benefit any injury received "in any assault provoked by the Insured", it being argued that by express
mention of provoked assault an unprovoked one is inferentially excluded. The inference is not admissible because
where the injury is inflicted without provocation the case comes within the terms of exception 5(e), which is,
therefore, the one that should be applied.

We find the decision appealed from to be in accordance with law and the facts. It is, therefore, affirmed, with
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costs.

Paras, C. J., Pablo, Bengzon, Padilla, Montemayor, Jugo and Bautista Angelo, JJ., concur.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-5642. February 25, 1954

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-5642. February 25, 1954

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


