NATIONAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGISTER - [ MIA MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR NO. 135, SEPTEMBER 17, 1998 ]

RULESON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF VOICE TAPE ON THE SAFETY
FEATURESOF A VESSEL

Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/8a06b8f2e02a/

Pursuant to the provisions of Executive Order 125, as amended, and the Public Service Act, as amended, the
following rules are hereby prescribed to implement the playing of voice tape pertaining to vessel safety, health
and sanitation, onboard passenger and passenger-cargo vessels of 20 to less than 150 Gross Tons (GT) operating
in coastal and/or riverine areas:

I
Objectives

1. To ensure the preparedness and alertness of passengers in case of maritime emergencies and accidents; and,
2. To maintain and promote health and sanitation onboard.

Il
Coverage

All passenger and passenger-cargo vessels of 20 to less than 150 GT operating within riverine and coastal areas
shall be covered under this Circular.

11
Contents of the Voice Tape

The voice tape shall be primarily in local diaect or Pilipino, as applicable, with English version and shall contain
the following:

1. General Information:
1.1 Purpose of the voice tape
1.2 The number of crew onboard and name of the Captain
1.3 Number of passengers allowed and covered with insurance
1.4 Destination and Travel time
2. Safety Features and Health/Sanitation:
2.1 Number and location of life jackets
2.2 Number, location and capacity of life rafts, when applicable
2.3 Location of emergency exits, when applicable
2.4 Do’'s and don’ts during emergency situations and other precautionary measures
2.5 Demonstration on how to use the life jackets, rafts and fire extinguishers
2.6 Location of comfort rooms, if applicable
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2.7 Garbage/waste disposal, if applicable

2.8 Location of smoking areas, if allowed

A\
Implementation

1. The voice tape shall be submitted to MARINA for review.
2. The voice tape must be played on board after each departure.

3. At least one (1) crew member for every one hundred (100) passengers, or afraction thereof, must be designated
to demonstrate how to use the life jacket while the tape is being played.

4. All existing vessels covered by these rules shall be given one (1) month from the effectivity of this Circular to
comply.

\Y
Penalties and Sanctions

Failure to comply with this Circular shall be subject to the following penalties and sanctions after due notice

First Offense — Fine of Five Thousand (P 5,000) Pesos per vessel and warning

Second Offense — Fine of Ten Thousand (P 10,000) Pesos per vessel and/or suspension of existing authority to
operate (CPC/PA/SP)

Third Offense — Fine of Twenty Five Thousand (P 25,000) Pesos per vessel and/or revocation/cancellation of
existing authority to operate (CPC/PA/SP)and hearing:

Vi
Repealing Clause

Any provision of existing MARINA circulars and rules and regulations inconsistent herewith is hereby
repeal ed/amended accordingly.

VI
Effectivity

This Memorandum Circular shall take effect fifteen (15) days after its publication once in a newspaper of general
circulation.

Adopted: 17 Sept. 1998

(SGD.) AGUSTIN R. BENGZON
Administrator

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library RULES ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF VOICE TAPE ON THE SA...

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.
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