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FERNANDO, J.:

Among the appellants sentenced to life imprisonment by the Court of First Instance of Quezon, Branch IV, for
robbery in band with double murder was a certain Bonifacio Alison. On February 14, 1972, the following
communication, addressed to the Clerk of Court, was received from the Administrative Officer of the Bureau of
Prisons: "This is to inform the Honorable Court of the death of prisoner [Bonifacio Alison] on January 26, 1972 at
the New Bilibid Prisons Hospital, Bureau of Prisons, Muntinlupa, Rizal, due to Pulmonary Tuberculosis. Prisoner
Alison was sentenced to Life imprisonment by the Court of First Instance of Quezon, Branch IV, Calauag,
Quezon in criminal case No. C-351, (G.R. No. L-30612) for Robbery in Band Double Murder and Attempted
Murder."[1]

Under date of February 22, 1972, a resolution of the following tenor was adopted by this Court: "The Solicitor
General is required to comment, within ten (10) days from notice hereof, on the letter of Exequiel Santos,
Administrative Officer of the Bureau of Prisons, informing this Court of the death of prisoner Bonifacio Alison on
January 26, 1972 at the New Bilibid Prisons Hospital due to Pulmonary Tuberculosis."[2]

Such a comment was received on March 27, 1972. According to the then Solicitor General, now Associate
Justice, Felix Q. Antonio: "On March 15, 1972, the Director of Prisons, pursuant to the letter-request of the
undersigned, submitted to the Office of the Solicitor General a copy of the certificate of death of Bonifacio
Alison, Prisoner No. 9486, 45 years old, male, with address at Bo. Pasig, Claveria, Masbate; The data appearing
in the aforesaid death certificate and those in the records of the case (handwritten notes of the proceedings by the
Presiding Judge of the trial court, pp. 320-321, rec.) show that the Bonifacio Alison mentioned therein are one and
the same person; The death of accused-appellant Bonifacio Alison having been established, and considering that
there is as yet no final judgment in view of the pendency of the appeal, the criminal and civil liability of the said
accused-appellant Alison was extinguished by his death (Art. 89, Revised Penal Code; Reyes' Criminal Law, 1971
Rev. Ed., p. 717, citing People vs. Castillo and Ofemia C.A., 56 O.G. 4045); consequently, the case against him
should be dismissed."[3]

WHEREFORE, in line with the prayer of the then Solicitor General, this case against appellant, the late Bonifacio
Alison, is dismissed with costs de oficio.

Reyes, J.B.L., Acting C.J., Makalintal, Zaldivar, Castro, Teehankee, Barredo, and Makasiar, JJ., concur.

Concepcion, C.J., on official leave.
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Antonio, J., did not take part.

[1] Communication of February 14, 1972.

[2] Resolution dated February 22, 1972.

[3] Comment, pp. 1-2.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-30612. April 27, 1972

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-30612. April 27, 1972

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


