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PARAS, J.:

Thisisan origina action for Quo Warranto, Certiorari and Prohibition with Preliminary Injunction filed with this
Court by petitioner on January 22, 1971 with the following prayer:

"(a

to issue awrit of preliminary injunction commanding the Provincial Governor to desist from enforcing against
petitioner the suspension orders arising from Administrative Cases Nos. 2 and 4 and the respondent Vice
Mayor Catalino P. Laragato desist from discharging the functions of the Office of Mayor of Maasin, Southern
Leyte;

(b)

issue a writ of quo warranto ex-cluding respondent Vice Mayor Catalino P. Laraga from the Office of Mayor
and declaring your petitioner entitled to said office and be placed in possession thereof;

(©

declare as null and void, the decision rendered by the respondent Provincial Board in Administrative Cases
Nos. 2 and 4 for being rendered with lack or excess of jurisdiction and/or grave abuse of authority or discretion
amounting to lack of juris-diction, and to declare the penal-ties imposed as having been ren-dered without or
in excess of juris-diction;

(d)

issue a writ of prohibition to per-manently restrain the respondent Provincial Board from further proceeding
with the case, and to make the writ of preliminary injunction herein issued permanent.” (Rollo, p. 11)

The antecedent facts are as follows:

Petitioner Edgarino L. Espina was the elected Mayor of the Municipality of Maasin, Southern Leyte in 1967 with
aterm of office to expire on December 31, 1971.
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Sometime in January 1969, petitioner was charged by respondent Provincia Board of Southern Leyte with
Misconduct in Office in Administrative Cases Nos. 2 and 4 and in another case for Frustrated Murder filed with
the Criminal Circuit Court of Southern Leyte and which resulted in his acquittal.

Later Mayor Espina was suspended from office by the Court of First Instance of Southern Leyte as a result of the
filing of a criminal case against him for Violation of the Anti-Graft and Corrupt Practices Act. On appeal, the
Court of Appeals, however, annulled the suspension order, prompting the Government to elevate the case to the
Supreme Court.

On July 14, 1970, the Provincial Board of Southern Leyte found Mayor Espina guilty of misconduct in office in
Administrative Cases Nos. 2 and 4 filed against him, and imposed upon him the aggregate penalty of suspension
from office for a period of 17 months or up to December 31, 1971, the expiry date of petitioner's term of office.
From these adverse decisions, Mayor Espinafailed to appeal to the higher administrative authority.

Following petitioner's suspension by the Court of First Instance of Southern Leyte in 1970, then Vice Mayor
Catalino Laraga assumed the office of mayor, notwithstanding the aforesaid Court of Appeals decision annulling
the order of his suspension. Espina was un-successful in his efforts to reassume his position, in view of the
opinion of Acting Provincia Fiscal Concep-cion C. Gonzales that Espinas reassumption of office would
constitute defiance of the rule of law, conside-ring the pendency of the appeal interposed by the Govern-ment to
the Supreme Court from the aforesaid order of the Court of Appeals and the adoption by the Provincial Board of
Resolution No. 1294, Series of 1970 designa-ting the vice-mayor as the lawful acting mayor of Maasin for the
duration of Mayor Espinds suspension.

Hence, this petition.

Considering the lapse of time and the fact that Mayor Espina has been vindicated by his reelection as Mayor of
Maasin, Southern Leyte in the November, 1971 local elections, the resolution of the issues raised in this petition
has now become moot and academic. Moreover, considering the prayers in the petition, assuming that the same
are granted, the same cannot be enforced as the respondents, the parties to be enjoined, are no longer in office.
More, so with petitioner since records do not show that in the last local elections held on January 18, 1998,
petitioner was elected to public office. (Crespo vs. Provincial Board of Nueva Ecija, et al., G.R. No. 33237, April
15, 1988).

Therefore, "No useful purpose would be served by passing on the merits of the petition. Any ruling in the instant
case can hardly be of any practical or use-ful purpose in the premises. It is a settled rule that a court will not
determine moot questions or abstract propositions, nor express an opinion in a case on which no practical relief
can be granted.” [Central Azucare-ra Don Pedro vs. Don Pedro Security Guards Union, 22 SCRA 1053 (1968);
Bongac vs. Bureau of Labor Relations, 136 SCRA 225 (1985), National Union of Garments Textile Cordage and
General Workers of the Philippines (GATCORD) vs. Ministry of Labor, 137 SCRA 341 (1985); Lomo vs.
Mabelin, et al., 146 SCRA 473 (1986)].

PREMISES CONSIDERED, this petition is hereby DIS-MISSED for having become moot and academic.

SO ORDERED.

Melencio-Herrera, (Chairperson), Padilla, and Sarmiento, JJ., concur.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. Nos. L-33058-9. August 18, 1988

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



