
BATAS.ORG · PHILIPPINE LAW LIBRARY

NATIONAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGISTER · FEBRUARY 7, 2002

GUIDELINES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF EO 45 DATED
OCTOBER 24, 2001, &#8220;PRESCRIBING TIME PERIODS FOR
ISSUANCE OF HOUSING-RELATED CERTIFICATIONS, CLEARANCES
AND PERMITS, AND IMPOSING...

DA ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 2, S. 2002, JANUARY 22, 2002, February 07, 2002

Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/85ee0672a0fc/

In order to address the urgent housing needs of the Filipino people and to achieve the housing targets of the
government, it is imperative to fast track the approval and implementation of the housing projects. In view of this,
EO 45 was issued which prescribes the time periods for the issuance of housing-related certifications, clearances
and permits of concerned national agencies and the Local Government Unit. These guidelines are hereby
prescribed for the guidance of the public in general.

I. GENERAL PRINCIPLE

This administrative order pertains to the eligibility of a particular parcel of land for reclassification to
non-agricultural use, in accordance with the pertinent provisions of RA 8435 (Agriculture and Fisheries
Modernization Act), RA 6657 (Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Law) and RA 7160 (Local Government Code).
This guideline applies to all agricultural lands within and outside of the Strategic Agricultural and Fisheries
Development Zone (SAFDZ) and the Network of Protected Areas for Agricultural and Agro-industrial
Development (NPAAAD). The total agricultural land under Agriculture and Fisheries Modernization Act
(AFMA) refers to the sum of land occupied by SAFDZ and NPAAAD.

II. LEGAL BASES

A. Lands within SAFDZ — In accordance with Section 9 of RA 8435, the following rules shall govern land use
reclassification (LUR) applications within SAFDZs:

All irrigated lands, irrigable lands already covered by irrigation projects with firm funding commitments, and
lands with existing or having the potential for growing high-value crops so delineated and included within the
SAFDZ shall not be converted for a period of five (5) years from February 10, 1998 to February 9, 2003.
Provided, however, That not more than five percent (5%) of the said lands located within the SAFDZ may be
converted upon compliance with existing laws, rules, regulations, executive orders and issuances, and
administrative orders relating to land use conversion.

Reclassification of lands within the SAFDZ, shall take into account the following conditions in accordance with
Rule 9.5.2 of Administrative Order No. 6, series of 1998:

a. the conversion of land use is consistent with the natural expansion of the municipality or locality, as contained
in the approved physical framework and land use plan;

b. the area to be converted in use is not the only remaining food production area of the community;
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c. the land use conversion shall not hamper the availability of irrigation to nearby farmlands;

d. the areas with low productivity will be accorded priority for land use conversion; or,

e. when the proposed project is supportive to agro-industrial development and will generate alternative livelihood
opportunities for the affected community.

B. Lands within NPAAAD but outside of SAFDZ

Areas applied for within the NPAAAD shall be governed by Section 20 of RA 7160. In each municipality, the
reclassification shall be limited to the following percentage of the total agricultural land:

a. For highly urbanized and independent component cities—

15%

b. For component cities and first to third class municipalities—

10%

c. For fourth (4th) to sixth (6th) class municipalities —

5%

C. Lands outside of SAFDZ and of NPAAAD

All private lands outside of SAFDZ and of NPAAAD are considered marginal lands and are automatically eligible
for reclassification.

III. EXEMPTION FROM DA CERTIFICATION

The following lands shall be exempted from DA certification:

a. Those reclassified to residential, commercial, industrial, or other non agricultural uses prior to June 15, 1988;

b. Those to be devoted to another type of agricultural activity such as livestock, poultry and fishpond.

Those covered by these exemptions shall be referred to the Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR) for the
issuance of exemption certification.

IV. APPROVING AUTHORITIES

The following DA Officials shall approve or disapprove applications for land use reclassification for housing
purposes:

1. The Regional Executive Director or his designated Regional Technical Director for areas outside the SAFDZ
and with a total area of 5 hectares and below.

2. The Secretary or his designated official for areas covering lands within SAFDZ regardless of area and those
lands outside of SAFDZ covering more than 5 hectares.

V. MECHANISMS FOR THE EVALUATION OF APPLICATIONS
A. THE TECHNICAL EVALUATION COMMITTEE ON LAND USE MATTERS (TECLUM)

1. The TECLUM shall have a Regional and National Committee.

2. The Regional Technical Evaluation Committee on Land Use Matters (RTECLUM) shall act as the Regional

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library DA ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 2, S. 2002, JANUARY 22, 2002...

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 8

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



One-Stop Housing Permit Office (ROSHPO) for the DA at the region.

3. The RTECLUM shall accept, process, and recommend action on housing-related certification for areas outside
the SAFDZ areas with total area of 5 hectares and below.

4. The National Technical Evaluation Committee on Land Use Matters (NTECLUM) shall accept, process,
recommend action on housing-related certification for areas covering lands within SAFDZ regardless of area and
those Non-SAFDZ/NPAAAD lands covering more than 5 hectares.

B. COMPOSITION

The National Technical Evaluation Committee on Land Use Matters (NTECLUM) and Regional Technical
Evaluation Committee on Land Use Matters (RTECLUM) shall be an Inter-agency Committee.

? The NTECLUM shall be composed of the following:

Chair — Director, Bureau of Soils and Water Management (BSWM)

Regular Members:

Representative from National Irrigation Administration (NIA)

Representative from Philippine Coconut Authority (PCA)

? On the other hand, the RTECLUM shall be composed of the following:

Chair — DA Regional Executive Director

Regular Members:

Representative from National Irrigation Administration (NIA)

Representative from Philippine Coconut Authority (PCA)

BSWM Soil and Water Action Team (SWAT) Coordinator

? The Chair of NTECLUM and RTECLUM may call on other agencies to act as resource persons on specific land
issues. The resource persons shall provide technical and policy guidelines that may be requested by the
Committee in making their final evaluation and recommendation .

VI. APPLICATION PROCEDURE

1. Where to File — The application for housing and other land use reclassification (LUR) shall be filed with the
DA-ROSHPO located at the Regional Field Unit (RFU).

2. Documentary Requirements

? The applicant files an application for a Certificate of Irrigation Coverage (CIC) issued by NIA and/or where
applicable, for a Certificate of Inspection/Verification (Coconut Lands Applied for Conversion) issued by PCA at
the ROSHPO.

? An applicant pays the application fees in securing the NIA and/or PCA certificates.

? The ROSHPO shall coordinate with the NIA or the PCA, and is given fifteen calendar days to issue the pertinent
certificates.
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? The RTECLUM personnel shall review and ensure that all LUR applications are supported with a complete set
of documentary requirements. (See Documentary Requirements).

? Applications with incomplete requirements shall not be accepted. However, the applicant shall be provided with
a checklist of required documents to be submitted on the date prescribed by the RTECLUM.

3. Filing Fee

? The application fee shall be paid upon submission of LUR application with complete set of documentary
requirements. The applicant shall pay a fixed fee and an inspection fee, as follows:

Area Applied For

Fixed Fee

Inspection Fee

15 has. and below

P1,750.00

P5,000.00

>15 - 30 ha.

P2,000.00

P7,500.00

More than 30 has.

P3,000.00

P10,000.00

? No fee will be collected for LUR applications that are exempted from DA certification.

4. Processing of Application

Processing of applications shall commence upon receipt of complete application, including NIA and/or PCA
Certifications.

If the application should exceed the 5% limit allowed under Sec. 9 of RA 8435, the application shall be returned
with the information that the applicant should negotiate with the concerned LGU, HLURB and other concerned
agencies, for the inclusion of the excess area as part of the urban expansion of the municipality.

4.1 Verify Classification of Site and Reclassification Limit

4.1.1. Verify the classification of the area on the official SAFDZ map, if the area is

— Outside of SAFDZ or NPAAAD

— Within SAFDZ

— Non-SAFDZ or Non- NPAAAD (Marginal Lands)
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4.1.2 Check the applied area with the allowable reclassification limit:

? Within the SAFDZ, compute allowable land for reclassification based on five (5%) of total SAFDZ area of
municipality

? If Non-SAFDZ, compute allowable land for reclassification in each municipality based on following percentage
of the total agricultural land within the NPAAAD:

- For highly urbanized and independent component cities — 15%

- For component cities and first to third class municipalities — 10%

- For fourth (4h) to sixth (6th) class municipalities -—5%

4.1.3 If marginal land, approve the application and issue certificate.

4.2 Field Investigation

The RTECLUM shall conduct the actual field investigation for all applications within two (2) working days upon
receipt of complete application and payment of filing fee. The inventory must include the following information:

1. location and accessibility;

2. limitations to agricultural production, such as steep slope, unstable soil condition (landslide, etc.); inadequate
land drainage; very shallow, stony, rocky soil; very serious boulder problem

3. existing land use;

4. indication of premature development or alteration of land use (with picture);

5. land use of adjoining area;

6. indication of non-agricultural development; and,

7. potential for agricultural production

In the event that the land being applied for is within the 5% allowable limit under Section 9 of RA 8435, the
investigation report should also include the following information:

? the total area of the SAFDZ

? the allowable 5% limit

? the total area already approved for reclassification by the DA

? the balance of the 5% allowable area

? the balance of the 5% allowable area if the application is approved

4.3 Transmittal of Field Investigation Report and Other Documents

? The RTECLUM after complete review and evaluation of all pertinent documents and results of field
investigation shall endorse the application to Regional Executive Director with the appropriate recommendation.

? The Regional Office shall notify the applicant of the action taken on the application.

? Applications that are not within the approving authority of the Regional Executive Director shall immediately be
forwarded to the NTECLUM with complete documents, including proof of payment of fee and result of field
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investigation.
VII. MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION/APPEAL

? The decision of the denial of the Regional Executive Director may be appealed to the Secretary within 10 days
from receipt of the denial.

? The applicant may file a motion for reconsideration of a denial rendered by the Secretary within 10 days upon
receipt of the denial certification.

? Motion for Reconsideration to the approving authority shall be filed only once.
VIII. MONITORING OF APPROVED APPLICATIONS

? The RTECLUM through the Regional Executive Director shall submit a monthly report showing the status of
LUR applications, total area approved vis-a-vis allowable reclassification limits to the Office of the Secretary,
copy furnished the NTECLUM Secretariat.

? The NTECLUM Secretariat shall publish once a year in a newspaper of national circulation all municipalities
that have given conversion approval of at least 30% of the allowable 5% of lands within the SAFDZ for
conversion.

? An Audit Team from the Office of the Secretary shall be created to conduct spot checks on the approved
applications emanating from the RTECLUM and the NTECLUM.
IX. SANCTIONS

The DA may impose against its own officials or employees the following sanctions, in accordance with the
Uniform Rules on Administrative Cases in the Civil Service [effective 26 September 1999], specifically Rule IV,
Section 52, sub-section "C" (Numbers 13-15), to wit:

Failure to act promptly on letters and request within fifteen (15) days from receipt, except as otherwise provided
in the rules implementing the Code of Conduct and Ethical Standards of Public Officials and Employees:

1st Offense — Reprimand

2nd Offense — Suspension 1-30 days

3rd Offense — Dismissal

(2.) Failure to process documents and complete action on document and papers within a reasonable time from
preparation thereof, except as otherwise provided in the rules implementing the Code of Conduct and Ethical
Standards of Public Officials and Employees:

1st Offense — Reprimand

2nd Offense — Suspension 1-30 days

3rd Offense — Dismissal

(3.) Failure to attend to anyone who wants to avail himself of the services of the office, or act promptly and
expeditiously on public transactions:

1st Offense — Reprimand

2nd Offense — Suspension 1-30 days

3rd Offense — Dismissal
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X. ANNEXES

This administrative order contains two annexes, which shall be considered an integral part of the guidelines,
namely: a list of documentary requirements (Annex A), and the timeline for the processing of the applications
(Annex B).

XI. SEPARABILITY

The provisions of this administrative order are hereby declared to be separable, and in the event that one or more
of such provisions are held unconstitutional, the validity of the other provisions shall not be affected thereby.

XII. EFFECTIVITY

This Order shall take effect ten (10) days after the publication in two (2) national newspapers of general
circulation.

Adopted: 22 Jan. 2002

(SGD.) LEONARDO Q. MONTEMAYOR
Secretary, Department of Agriculture and Chairman, National Seed Industry Council
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