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REMOVING MR. MARCELINO P. RAMIREZ FROM OFFICE AS
MUNICIPAL JUDGE OF POLOMOLOK, COTABATO

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 25, November 09, 1966

Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/85a1d9550620/

Mr. Marcelino P. Ramirez, municipa judge of Polomolok, Cotabato, is charged with (1) gross ignorance of the
law, (2) grave abuse of authority and (3) partiality, malice, irresponsibility and propinquity to violence,
intimidation and corruption.

The charges, which respondent denied, were investigated by the District Judge who found the respondent guilty
on three counts as specified hereunder and recommended that he be suspended for ten (10) days without pay with
a warning. However, the former Secretary of Justice (Alegjo Mabanag), while concurring in the findings of the
investigator, found the latter’ s recommendation too lenient for the serious offenses committed and recommended
respondent’ s dismissal.

I. Abuse of Authority

The record shows that on December 5, 1958, while the respondent was acting as justice of the peace of General
Santos, Criminal Case No. 863 for homicide was filed in court and submitted therewith, as an exhibit, was a
“Star” pistol, cal. 38. On January 8, 1959, respondent dismissed the case and ordered the return of the pistol to its
owner. On January 4, 1959, however, the same pistol was found in the possession one Cesar Escuadra, who said
that it belonged to the respondent. The pistol was confiscated and turned over to the chief of police of Polomolok.

Respondent denies that he gave the pistol to Escuadra, as it was turned over to him by the chief of police of
General Santos only on January 12, 1959, after the dismissal of Criminal Case No. 863, which he brought homein
Polomolok with the intention of returning it to the owner. He further explains that he deposited the pistol with the
chief of police of Polomolok on January 17, 1959, and on January 28, 1959, directed its transfer to Deputy Clerk
of Court Villodres for delivery to the owner.

The respondent fails to explain satisfactorily how the pistol came into Escuadra’ s possession, if not from him, to
substantiate the claim that the pistol was in the possession of the chief of police of General Santos prior to January
4, 1959, when it was found in Eseuadra’ s possession, and why he accepted said firearm when it was turned over
to him after the dismissal of Criminal Case No. 863, since he had already ordered its return to the owner.
Evidence of respondent’s relationship with Escuadra, like the fact that the latter was assigned as janitor in the
office of the respondent and that he used to stay in the latter’ s house, tends to point to respondent as the source of
the pistol.

I1. Dereliction of Duty

In connection with the incident in which Escuadra was found in the illegal possession of a firearm and
ammunition, complainant Chief of Police Magalong of Polomolok alleges that he prepared a complaint and
presented it to the respondent, but that the latter told him to fix up the case amicably; so he had to refer the matter
to the provincial fiscal. Respondent denies the complaint as having been presented to him.

The testimony of the chief of police that the respondent was interested in fixing the case of Escuadra carries
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greater weight, not only because of its positive nature but primarily because of the evidence establishing
respondent’s connection with the firearm involved and his interest in Escuadra’s welfare. Such interest on
respondent’s part makes it highly probable that he refused to accept the case when presented to him by the chief
of poalice, an act constituting dereliction of duty.

I11. 1llegal contempt proceedings

The record shows that Attorneys Jose Barranda and Lucenio O. Golingan were opposing counsel in a case
pending before the court of the respondent who issued a notice setting the case for hearing on November 28,
1958, which Atty. Baranda changed to November 29 and Atty. Golingan to November 30. For such ateration, the
respondent issued a warrant of arrest against them, as they were in fact arrested, and summarily imposed upon
them a penalty of one-day imprisonment and P10 fine, which was later reduced to P5. The respondent justifies his
actuationsin that the act of said attorneys constituted direct contempt.

The investigating judge, with the former Secretary of Justice concurring, held that the ateration in question could
not be considered as direct contempt, which would justify summary action. If said lawyers, as observed by the
Judge, committed any disobedience to the order of the court, they could have been charged with constructive or
indirect contempt. Respondent therefore exceeded his jurisdiction in summarily adjudging the lawyers in
contempt of court and penalizing them accordingly.

After examining and evaluating the evidence on record, | concur in the finding that respondent is guilty of the
charges above discussed. In view of the serious nature of the irregularities committed, and upon the
recommendation of the Department of Justice, Mr. Marcelino P. Ramirez is hereby removed from office as
municipal judge of Polomolok, Cotabato, effective upon receipt of a copy of this order.

Donein the City of Manila, this 9th day of November, in the year of Our Lord, nineteen hundred and sixty-six.

(Sgd.) FERDINAND E. MARCOS
President of the Philippines

By the President:

(Sgd.) RAFAEL M. SALAS
Executive Secretary

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 25, November 09, 1966

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



