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AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF
THE PHILIPPINES AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE LAO PEOPLES
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC ON AGRICULTURAL AND FORESTRY
COOPERATION
Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/858b8f09456a/

The Government of the Republic of the Philippines and the Government of the Lao People's Democratic Republic
hereinafter referred to as "the Parties";

Desiring to enhance the existing friendly relations between the two countries through the development of
cooperation in the fields of agriculture and forestry; and

Recognizing the advantages to be derived by their respective peoples from the implementation of such
cooperation;

Have agreed as follows:

ARTICLE I
AREAS OF COOPERATION

The Parties shall cooperate in all fields of agriculture and forestry, with particular attention to rice, sugar, coconut,
maize, horticultural and vegetable crops, fruit trees, integrated pest management, agriculture and forestry research
development, irrigation development and water management, which include the following activities:

i) Exchange of expertise, improved technologies, and technical information;

ii) Research, training and study/observation tour;

iii) Promotion of joint ventures in the production, processing, and marketing of agricultural and forestry
commodities;

iv) Promotion of cooperation with regional and international programmes/conventions by strengthening
institutional capacity; and

v) Joint collaborative research and development program / project of mutual benefit.

ARTICLE II
MODES OF IMPLEMENTATION

The implementation of the activities set forth in Article 1 of this Agreement shall be subject to the structure of
institutional organizations and prevailing laws, regulations, and procedures in each country and be carried out by
the following:

i) Establishing mutual relations between the designated agencies and departments of both countries, including the
private sector;

ii) Extending facilities for exchanges of experts and technicians;
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iii) Arranging fellowships for technicians and staff for training, observation, study and research;

iv) Other means regarded as necessary by the Parties.

ARTICLE III
IMPLEMENTING ARRANGEMENT

The agricultural and forestry cooperation shall be conducted in accordance with the capabilities and requirements
of the respective Parties as well as with the terms and conditions to be agreed upon by the Parties. The detailed
provisions relating to the forms and methods as well as to the conditions of such cooperation in the agreed areas,
including intellectual property rights, shall be laid down in separate implementing arrangements.

ARTICLE IV
JOINT COMMITTEE

1. For the effective implementation of this Agreement, a Joint Committee is created composed of an equal number
of representatives from both Parties as may be agreed upon through diplomatic channels. The focal points shall be
the following:

For the Government of the Republic of the Philippines, the Department of Agriculture;

For the Government of the Lao People's Democratic Republic, the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.

2. As may be necessary, the Joint Committee may create "Working Groups" for specific areas including rice,
sugarcane, horticulture, integrated pest management, irrigation water management.

3. The Joint Committee shall formulate and submit recommendations to the respective Ministers with a view to
promote the agricultural and forestry development of both, and to this end, may from time to time decide on:

i) Matters of policy, substance, and procedure concerning the Joint Committee;

ii) The functioning of any Working Group which may be constituted by the Joint Committee; and

iii) Any other matters pertaining to the sound development of agricultural and forestry cooperation between the
Parties.

4. The Joint Committee may meet whenever deemed necessary by mutual consent;

5. All matters for consideration of the Joint Committee shall be submitted through normal procedures existing and
implemented by both Governments.

ARTICLE V
MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS

The activities pursuant to this Agreement, are subject to the availability of funds and personnel and to the laws
and regulations of the respective Parties to this Agreement.

ARTICLE VI
COORDINATION AND MONITORING

Each of the Parties shall designate an Executive Secretary who shall be responsible for coordinating and
monitoring all activities carried out under the auspices of this Agreement. The Executive Secretaries will develop
biennial work programs to give effect to the objectives of this Agreement for approval by the Joint Committee.
The Executive Secretaries shall be permanent members of the Joint Committee.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLI...

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 4

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ARTICLE VII
DISPUTE SETTLEMENT

Any dispute arising out of the interpretation, application, or implementation of the Agreement shall be settled
amicably by consultation or negotiation between the two Parties.

ARTICLE VIII
AMENDMENT

Either Party may request in writing, through diplomatic channels, a revision or amendment of all or parts of this
Agreement. Any revision or amendment to which has been agreed to by the Parties shall come into effect on such
date as will be determined by the Parties.

ARTICLE IX
ENTRY INTO FORCE

This Agreement shall enter into force on the date of the latter notification by any Party, through diplomatic
channels, that its domestic requirements have been complied with.

ARTICLE X
VALIDITY

This Agreement shall be valid for a period of two (2) years. Thereafter, it shall be automatically renewed for
additional periods of two (2) years each, unless terminated earlier by either Party upon notice given through
diplomatic channels to the other Party, six (6) months prior to the date of expiry of the relevant period.

If the Agreement ceases to have effect on account of the termination thereof, its provision shall continue to apply
and extend if necessary and decided by mutual agreement between the Parties to secure the implementation of any
project of cooperation concluded under this Agreement.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, on behalf of their respective Governments, have signed this
Agreement.

DONE at Manila on 18 December 1997 in four original texts, two each in the English and Lao languages, all texts
being equally authentic. In case of divergence in interpretation, the English text shall prevail.

For the Government of the
Republic of the Philippines

(Sgd.) SALVADOR H. ESCUDERO III
Secretary of Agriculture

For the Government of the
Lao People's Democratic Republic

(Sgd.) DR. SIENE SAPHANGTHONG
Minister in charge of Agriculture and Forestry
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The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
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