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For uniformity in the interpretation of the term "used" and the application of the term "void ab initio" as used in
Memorandum Circular No. AHS 2008-942, a guideline for the strict implementation of Executive Order No. 156,
this clarification and amendment some of the provisions thereof is being issued for the guidance of all concerned
to

In line with Customs Memorandum Circular No. 311-2007 for the strict implementation of the ban on importation
of used motor vehicles, the declaration.

"Registration of the banned imported used motor vehicles after the promutgation of the Supreme Court's decision
and effectivity of the Executive Order No. 15e shall be declared void ab initio."

is hereby rephrased as follows:

ALL USED MOTOR VEHICLES IMPORTED INTO THE PHILIPPINE TERRITORY BEGINNING
DECEMBER 6,2007 AND ARE NOT INCLUDED IN THE LIST OF EXEMPTED IMPORTED USED MOTOR
VEHICLES SHALL NO LONGER BE ACCEPTED FOR INITIAL OR RENEWAL REGISTRATION.

The term "USED" shall mean to be a condition of not being "brand new" at the time the motor vehicle entered or
imported into the Philippine Territory. To be considered "BRAND NEW" or "USED" AT THE TIME THE
VEHICLE ENTERED OR IMPORTED INTO THE PHILIPPINE TERRITORY, BRAND NEW MOTOR
VEHICLES as provided under Section 2, Article 2 of the Executive Order No. 156 ARE THOSE:

- with current or advance year model in the country of origin and/or manufacture; OR

- with year model immediately preceding year in the country of origin and/or manufacture, provided that: the
vehicle's mileage is not more than 200 kilometers and it was acquired by the importer from the dealer as first
owner.

The following imported used motor vehicles as enumerated in E.O. 156 and Memorandum Circular No.
AHS-2008-942 are exempted:

- A motor vehicle that is owned and for the persona! use of a returning resident or immigrant and covered by an
authority to import under the No-Dollar Importation Program. Such vehicles cannot be resold for at least three (3)
years;

The "returning resident or immigrant" need not have to be a member or belonging to the diplomatic corps.

- A motor vehicle for the use of an official of the Diplomatic Corps and authorized to be imported by the
Department of Foreign Affairs;
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- Imported used truck is exempted from the ban. However, for trucks with GVW of 2.5- 6.0 tons, such should be
covered by an authority to import issued by Department of Trade and Industry (DTI). Truck is defined as "any
motor vehicle whose body configuration is designed to carry heavy loads, general freight, or for special purpose
regardless gross vehicle weight (excluding pick-ups);

- Imported used bus is also exempted from the ban provided that the bus with GVW 6-12 tons should be covered
by an authority to import issued by DTI. Bus is defined "motor vehicle intended for mass transport or carrying of
passengers; and

- Special purpose motor vehicles, which are eligible for registration under R.A. 4136 such as fire trucks,
ambulances, funeral hearses, etc.

For better appreciation of the above clarifications and amendments, please refer to the attached answers to
frequently asked questions marked as Annex "A"*.

All Regional Directors and Assistant Regional Directors are hereby instructed to see it that this memorandum
circular is read and/or clearly communicated to all employees concerned.

For dissemination and guidance.

Adopted: 07 May 2008

(SGD.) ALBERTO H. SUANSING
Assistant Secretary
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ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.
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