ADMINISTRATIVE CIRCULARS - JUNE 14, 1994

SC ADMINISTRATIVE CIRCULAR NO. 09-94, June 14, 1994

SC ADMINISTRATIVE CIRCULAR NO. 09-94, June 14, 1994

Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/7f90b922cf7d/

TO

THE COURT OF APPEALS, SANDIGANBAYAN, REGIONAL TRIAL COURTS, METROPOLITAN TRIAL
COURTS, MUNICIPAL TRIAL COURTS, MUNICIPAL CIRCUIT TRIAL COURTS, ALL MEMBERS OF
THE GOVERNMENT PROSECUTION SERVICE AND ALL MEMBERS OF THE INTEGRATED BAR OF
THE PHILIPPINES.

SUBJECT

GUIDELINES IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 7691, ENTITLED "AN ACT
EXPANDING THE JURISDICTION OF THE METROPOLITAN TRIAL COURTS, MUNICIPAL TRIAL
COURTS AND MUNICIPAL CIRCUIT TRIAL COURTS, AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE BATAS
PAMBANSA BLG. 129, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE "JUDICIARY REORGANIZATION ACT OF 1980."

For the guidance of the Bench and the Bar, the following guidelines are to be followed in the implementation of
Republic Act No, 7691, entitled "An Act Expanding the Jurisdiction of the Metropolitan Trial Courts, Municipal
Trial Courts, and Municipal Circuit Trial Courts, Amending for the Purpose Batas Pambansa Blg. 129, Otherwise
Known as the Judiciary Reorganization Act of 1960™:

1. The new jurisdiction of the Regional Trial Courts, Metropolitan Trial Courts, Municipa Trial Courts, and
Municipal Circuit Trial Courts in civil and criminal cases, and In cadastral and land registration cases, under
Sections 19, 32, 33, and 34 of B.P. Big. 129, as amended by R.A. No. 7691, was effective on April 15, 1994,
fifteen (15) days after publication in the Malaya and in the Times Journal on March 30, 1994, pursuant to Section
8 of R.A. No. 7691.

2. The exclusion of the term "damages of whatever kind" in determining the jurisdictional amount under Section
19 (8) and Section 33 (1) of B.P. Blg. 129, as amended by R.A. No. 7691, 'applies to cases where the damages are
merely incidental to or a consequence of the main cause of action. However, in cases where the claim for damages
is the main cause of action, or one of the. causes of action, the amount of-such claim shall be considered in
determining the jurisdiction of the court.

3. The criminal jurisdiction of the Metropolitan Trial Courts, Municipal. Trial Courts, and Municipal Circuit Tria
Courts under Section 32 (2) of B.P. Big. 129, as amended by R.A. No. 7691, has been increased to cover offenses
punishable with imprisonment not exceeding six (6) years irrespective of the amount of the fine. As a
consequence, the Regional Trial Courts have no more origina jurisdiction over offenses committed by public
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officers and employees in relation "to their office, where the offense is punishable by more than ; four (4) years
and two (2) months up to six (6) years.

4. The provisions of Section 32 (2) .of . B.P. Blg. 129, as amended by R.A. No. 7691, apply only to offenses
punishable by imprisonment or fine, or both in which cases the amount of the fine is disregarded in determining
the jurisdiction of the court. However, in cases where the only penalty provided by law is a fine, the amount
thereof shall determine the jurisdiction of the court in accordance with the original provisions of Section 32 (2) of
B.P. Blg. 129 which fixed the original exclusive jurisdiction of the Metropolitan Trial Courts, Municipa Trial
Courts, and Municipal Circuit Trial Courts over offenses punishable with a fine of not more than four thousand
pesos. If the amount of the fine exceeds four thousand pesos, the Regional Trial Courts shall have jurisdiction,
including offenses committed by public officers and employeesin relation to their office, where the amount of the
fine does not exceed six thousand pesos.

However, this rule does not apply to offenses involving damage to property through criminal negligence which
are under the exclusive origina jurisdiction of the Metropolitan Trial Courts, Municipal Tria Courts, and
Municipal Circuit Trial Courts, irrespective of the amount of the imposable fine.

Manila, June 14, 1994.
(Sgd.) ANDRES R. NARVASA

Chief Justice

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library SC ADMINISTRATIVE CIRCULAR NO. 09-94, June 14, 1994

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



