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DIZON, J.:

Early in the evening of October 3, 1964 the now deceased Rudy Postrado and two thirteen year old neighbors
Alfredo Ga-a and Francisco Pastera went to see a movie show at the St. Pius Institute in the poblacion of Pototan,
Iloilo. Inside the theater while Postrado was seated between Ga-a and Pastera, three men seated immediately
behind them demanded twenty centavos from him, which he was kind enough to give them. This notwithstanding,
once the show was over and while they were on their way out of the theater, appellant Perez, who was one of the
three men who sat immediately behind them, held Postrado by the arm and more or less forcibly dragged him
towards the premises of the Roman Catholic Church of the town, with Postrado’s companions, appellant Lorenzo
Mana-ay and the other companion of the latter who was not fully identified, following them. Perez, Mana-ay and
their unidentified companion succeeded in dragging Postrado to a place behind the church where while Postrado's
arms were held by Perez and their unidentified companion, Mana-ay stabbed him at the back with a kitchen knife.
Perez followed suit by stabbing him with an ice pick on the left side of the abdomen, while the third of the trio
also stabbed him with a butcher’ s knife on the right side of the abdomen. After this the three ran away.

Ga-a and Pastera reported the incident to the Chief of Police of Pototan, but as they could not give the names of
the assailants no immediate action could be taken for their apprehension.

About an hour after the assault, Dr. Felix Catoto, a rural physician, accompanied by the municipal mayor, the
Chief of Police and several policemen went behind the church premises where they found Postrado already dead
because of the two stabs and one incised wound in-flicted upon him as above described.

Two of the culprits - the appellants herein - were identified several months later purely by accident. One clay, as
Gaa and Pastera happened to pass by the building where the municipal jail was located they saw appellant
Mana-ay inside talking to a visitor, who turned out to be his co-appellant Perez. At that time, Mana-ay wasin jail
in connection with the killing of another person by the name of Oris Paredes. Ga-a and Pastera lost no time in
informing the police authorities that the person in jail and his visitor were two of the trio who had killed Postrado.
Thereupon the investigation regarding Postrado's death was resumed and resulted in the filing of the
corres-ponding charge for murder against them.

After due trial upon a plea of not guilty, the lower court found them guilty of murder and there being neither
aggravating nor mitigating circumstances proven, sentenced each of them "to suffer the penalty of reclusion
perpetua, to indemnify, jointly and severally, the heirs of Rudy Postrado the sum of P6,000.00 for his death, and
in ad-dition thereto the sum of P7,200.00 as nominal damages for loss of earning capacity, plus moral damages of
P5,000.00 and the costs'.
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From the above judgment both defendants appealed and urge its reversal claiming that the trial court erred: (1) in
giving credence to the unbelievable and coached testimony of Alfredo Ga-a; (2) in finding that Ga-a and Pastera
immediately reported the killing of Postrado to the Chief of Police; and (3) in convicting both of them.

Asis obvious, the two main questions raised are purely factual.

In connection with the first - the credibility of witness Ga-a, the lower court "found Alfredo Ga-a to be very
intelligent for his age. He understands the nature of his oath and of sufficient intelligence and discernment. He
testified in a clear and satisfactory manner, and no motive has been shown which would have impelled him to
impute the commission of such a grave felony on the accused aside from the promptings of his conscience and of
his de-sire to state the truth. His facial expressions, the move-ments of his mouth and eyes, and the tone of his
voice while on the stand and when answering the questions of the defense counsel in a long, exhaustive and
severe cross-examination, fully satisfied the Court that Alfredo Ga-a was sincere and telling the truth. The Court
has no reason to doubt the veracity of the testimony of Alfredo Ga-a. His testimony is worthy of full faith and
credit".

The lower court arrived at the above conclusion inspite of the long and extensive cross-examination to which
Ga-a was submitted by the defense. In the course thereof, however he remained steadfast in his narration of the
facts of which he had been an eye-witness. While it is true that he admitted that before the trial his father and
mother had reminded him of the contents of his affidavit, thisis really of little importance end utterly insufficient
to destroy his credibility. His admission could be reasonably construed merely in the sense that his parents,
perhaps knowing his tender age, had occasion to remind him of the contents of his affidavit. This, of course, is
quite different from any direct or indirect attempt to induce him to tell falsehoods.

As regards the second point - chat Ga-a, as found by the trial court, informed the Chief of Police immediately
about the commission of the crime - all We can say is that the finding is in accordance with the evidence and
particularly supported by the fact that not long after the commission of the crime, the Municipal Mayor of
Pototan, the Chief of Police, several policemen and Dr. Catoto arrived at the scene thereof where they found
Postrado dead.

WHEREFORE, the decision appeaed from being in accordance with law and the evidence, the same is hereby
affirmed, with costs.

Concepcion, C.J., Reyes, JBL, Makalintal, Zaldivar, Sanchez, Angeles, and Fernando, JJ., concur.
Ruiz Castro, J., did not take part.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-26192. July 31, 1968

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



