NATIONAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGISTER - [ BOC CUSTOMS ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 4-97, OCTOBER 14, 1997 ]

RULESAND REGULATIONSIMPLEMENTING SECTION 7 OF
EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 444 REQUIRING THE PRE-SHIPMENT
INSPECTION OF IMPORTSBOUND FOR DUTY FREE SHOPS/OUTLETS
IN THE FREEPORT AND SP...

Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/7f2fff344dbd/

Objectives:
1. To prevent abuse of duty free importation privilege at the Free Ports and Special Economic Zones.

2. To protect local industries from unfair competition.

Coverage:

This Order shall cover al goods imported into the Philippines which are bound for duty free shops/outlets as well
as for trading warehouses catering to duty free shops/outlets.

1
Administrative Provisions

1. All imported goods bound for duty free shops/outlets or trading warehouses catering to duty free shops/outlets
in the Freeports and in the Special Economic Zones ("DFS Goods' from hereon) shall be subject to pre-shipment
inspection (PSl) by the Societe Generale de Surveillance (SGS) in the country of exportation, except the
following:

1.1 DFS goods with Letter of Credit (LC) opened prior to the effectivity of this Order.

1.2 DFS good financed thru means other than by LC whose Bill of Lading or Airwayhbill is dated prior to the
effectivity of this Order.

2. DFS shall be declared based on the covering Clean Report of Findings (CRF) issued by SGS without prejudice
to the right to appeal the same pursuant to the conditions and procedure laid down in CMO 39-92 in relation to
Joint Order No. 1-91 and CM O 3-95, as amended, and related issuances.

3. DFS goods brought in without the required CRF shall be subject to the provisions of Section 12 and 13 of Joint
Order No. 1-91 in relation to CMO 9-95, as amended and Customs Administrative Order No. 4-94, without,
prejudice, as may be applicable to the existing sanctions against wilfull circumvention of the Pre-shipment
Inspection requirement, including suspension and/or cancellation of operation of the concerned duty free
shop/outlet as provided for in Section 9 of E.O. 444,

4. Pursuant to Section 7 of E.O. 444, the PS| fee for the pre-shipment inspection of DFS goods shall be borne by
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the importer/consignee, which shall be in the amount of 0.6% of the FOB value declared in the importer's final
settlement invoice covering each shipment inspected, but in no case shall be lower than Two hundred Twenty
Five (US$225.00) U.S. Dallars except where the invoice value of the shipment is less than US$2,500 FOB, in
which case, the PS| fee shall be fixed at One Hundred Fifty (US$150.00) U.S. Dollars. For the purpose, SGS shall
indicate the amount of the fee due on a given pre-shipment inspection in a space provided for in the covering
CRF. The mechanics of PSI fee payment shall be covered by a separate Order to be issued by the Commissioner
of Customs.

Operational Provisions

1. Except as otherwise provided for in this Order, the filing of entry, documentation and clearance formalities of
DFS goods shall continue to be governed by the existing rules and regulations pertaining to imports bound for the
Freeports and the Special Economic Zones.

2. To ensure compliance with the pre-shipment inspection requirement, DFS importers must secure an Import
Advice Notice (1.A.N.) thru the authorized agent bank (AAB) in case of Letter of Credit (LC)-covered shipments,
or the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas for Non-L C transactions, or directly with the SGS Manila Liaison Office.

3. Upon filing of the import entry, the DFS importer shall, in addition to other import documentary requirements,
present the following:

3.1 SGS CRF (Original Copy)

3.2 Proof of payment of the PS| fee as provided for in Section |11, item 4 of this order.

Vv
Repealing Clause

All Orders, rules and regulations or any provision(s) thereof inconsistent with this Order are hereby deemed
repealed and/or modified accordingly.

Vi
Effectivity Clause
This Order shall take effect 15 days from approval hereof.
Adopted: 14 Oct. 1997

(SGD.) GUILLERMO L. PARAYNO, JR.
Commissioner
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Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.
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