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WHEREAS, the disposal of municipal solid waste in the Philippines is mostly through open dumps that cause
environmental damage and adversely impact on public health;

WHEREAS, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources as the primary government agency in charge
of environmental and natural resources management and as Chairman of the Presidential Task Force on Waste
Management is tasked with providing appropriate guidelines in all aspects of waste management.

WHEREAS, Republic Act 7160, otherwise known as the Philippine Local Government Code devolved the
responsibility for the provision of basic services, such as but not limited to general hygiene and sanitation,
beautification and solid waste management to local government units (LGUs);

WHEREAS, the DENR recognizes the value of strengthening its coordination and cooperation with the LGUs in
the planning and implementation of solid waste management strategies;

WHEREAS, by virtue of Presidential Decree 1152 (the Philippine Environmental Policy), Presidential Decree
984 (the Pollution Control Law) and Administrative Order no. 90, there is a need to improve the present disposal
practices of municipal solid waste to make them environmentally-sound;

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the above premises, the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources hereby adopts and promulgates the following Guidelines:

SECTION 1. Title. These guidelines shall be known as “The Technical Guidelines for Municipal Solid Waste
Disposal”.

SECTION 2. Declaration of Policy. It is hereby declared a policy of the DENR to provide direct technical
guidance to the LGUs in order to promote their adoption of environmentally-sound, technically-feasible and
economically-sustainable solid waste management options, through standards and guidelines that could be
consistently applied to different LGUs throughout the country.

SECTION 3. Scope. These Guidelines shall cover the development of new municipal solid waste disposal sites in
the Philippines including a phased schedule for the conversion and upgrading of existing dumpsites into a more
sanitary and environmentally acceptable manner.

SECTION 4. Role of the DENR. To ensure the effective implementation of these Guidelines, the DENR shall:

4.1 supervise and monitor the gradual phase out of existing open dumps nationwide in coordination with the
Department of Health, the Department of Interior and Local Government, various local government units and
other relevant entities; and,

4.2 provide technical assistance in the planning and implementation of the upgrading of existing open dumpsites
to environmentally-sound landfills with regards to its adherence to the herein prescribed engineering and
environmental standards.

SECTION 5. Role of the Local Government Units. The LGUs shall prepare and implement local action plans and
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formulate local regulations to facilitate and support the closure and upgrading of existing open dumps.

SECTION 6. Technical Guidelines for Municipal Solid Waste Disposal. The Guidelines including its definition of
terms, technical norms, environmental quality requirements and operational performance standards are set out in
ANNEX A and shall form an integral part of this Order.

SECTION 7. Timeframe for Implementation. All LGUs are required to fulfill the upgrading plan for existing open
dumps as prescribed in ANNEX A in accordance with the following schedule:

7.1 All highly urbanized cities are required to convert/upgrade all their open dumps to controlled dumps within
three (3) years from the promulgation of this Order or not later than December 2001; from controlled dumps to
sanitary landfill level I no later than December 2008; and, from sanitary landfill level I to sanitary landfill level II
by December 2009.

7.2 All independent component, component and first class cities and municipalities are required to
convert/upgrade all their existing open dumps to controlled dumps within five (5) years from the promulgation of
this Order or no later than December 2003; and from controlled dumps to sanitary landfill level I by December
2009;

7.3 All second class cites and municipalities are required to convert/upgrade their existing open dumps into
controlled dumps within seven (7) years from the promulgation of this Order or no later than December 2005.

7.4 All remaining classes of cities and municipalities are required to convert their existing open dumps to
controlled dumps no later than December 2009.

While the above timeframe sets out the deadline for the phased improvements of existing open dumps for
different classes of LGU’s, all LGUs are encourage to upgrade their existing disposal facilities to sanitary landfill
level as soon as technically and financially feasible.

SECTION 8. Separability Clause. If any section or provision of these guidelines is held or declared
unconstitutional or invalid by a competent court, the other sections or provisions hereof shall continue to be in
force as if the sections or provisions so annulled or voided have never been incorporated herein.

SECTION 9. Repealing Clause. All pertinent guidelines, rules and regulations or portions thereof inconsistent
with these Guidelines are hereby revised, amended and/or modified accordingly.

SECTION 10. Amendments. These Guidelines may be amended/and or modified in whole or parts hereof from
time to time by the DENR.

SECTION 11. Effectivity. These Guidelines shall take effect within thirty (30) days after publication in the
Official Gazette or in a newspaper of general circulation.

Adopted: 29 June 1998

(SGD.) VICTOR O. RAMOS
Secretary, DENR
Chairman, Presidential Task Force on Waste Management

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library TECHNICAL GUIDELINES FOR MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE DISP...

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library TECHNICAL GUIDELINES FOR MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE DISP...

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


