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WHEREAS, the 1987 Constitution protects and forever allows the free exercise and enjoyment of religious
profession and worship, without discrimination or preference;

WHEREAS, the State recognizes the indispensable role of the Church in the alleviation of poverty, the upholding
of justice and the protection of human rights;

WHEREAS, the State and the Church have established various fora for coordination to seek lasting solutions for
peace and order issues and human rights;

WHEREAS, it is essential for the State and the Church to institutionalize this partnership based on mutual respect
and reverence for more effective cooperation and coordination.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO, President of the Republic of the Philippines, by
virtue of the powers vested in me by law, do hereby order:

Section 1. Organization. The Church-Police-Military Liaison Committee (CPMLC) is hereby created under the
Office of the President to formulate and implement a comprehensive program to establish strong partnership
between the State and the Church.

Section 2. Composition and Leadership. The CPMLC shall be headed by a Chairman to be appointed by the
President with the rank of Secretary, with the Chief of the Philippine National Police (PNP), the Chief of Staff of
the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP), and the Chief, National Prosecution Service (NPS), as members. The
rest of the membership of the CPMLC shall, upon invitation of the President, be composed of the following
religious aggrupations:

a. One (1) representative from the National Council of Churches in the Philippines;

b. One (1) representative from the Philippine Council of Evangelical Churches;

c. One (1) representative from the Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines;

d. One (1) representative from Ulama-Bishops Conference; and

e. Representatives from other religious aggrupations or faith-based organizations as determined by the
President.

Section 3. Powers and Functions. The CPMLC shall have, among others, the following powers and functions:

a. Design and implement appropriate procedures and mechanisms for effective coordination between the
Church and the State to eradicate misunderstanding and antagonism between them on peace and order and
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human rights issues.

b. Conduct seminars, interfaith dialogues, workshops and capacity building programs that will inculcate mutual
respect and reverence among the military, the police, the Church, and faith-based organizations.

c. Undertake research and studies whereby the police, military and the church may mutually engage in projects
and opportunities for the promotion of life, peace and justice; protection of human rights; sanctuary programs;
and the prevention of and solution to the so-called “extrajudicial killings and enforced disappearances”.

d. Select personnel from the PNP, AFP and NPS for detail in the CPMLC Secretariat.

e. Perform such other functions and carry out activities as may be directed by the President.

Section 4. Secretariat. There shall be a Secretariat headed by an Executive Director with the rank of
Undersecretary to be appointed by the President who will handle the administrative, operational and technical
requirements and activities of the Committee.

Section 5. Assistance from Government Agencies. All government agencies are directed to actively cooperate and
support the CPMLC. The CPMLC may call upon any agency of the government for assistance and cooperation in
the discharge of its functions.

Section 6. Funding. Subject to government accounting and auditing procedures, the CPMLC shall be provided
with an initial allocation of Ten Million Pesos (Php10, 000,000.00) for CY 2009, to be drawn from the
President’s Contingency Fund and from government savings. Appropriations for the succeeding years shall be
incorporated in the budget proposal of the Office of the President.

Section 7. Any portion or provision of this Executive Order that maybe declared unconstitutional shall not have
the effect of nullifying its other portions or provisions, as long as such remaining portions can still be given effect.

Section 8. All executive orders, rules and regulations and other issuances or parts thereof, which are inconsistent
with this Executive Order, are hereby revoked, amended or modified accordingly.

Section 9. This Executive Order shall take effect fifteen (15) days immediately following its publication in a
national newspaper of general circulation.

DONE in the City of Manila, this 23rd day of November in the year of Our Lord, Two Thousand and Nine.

(Sgd.) GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO

By the President:

(Sgd.) EDUARDO R. ERMITA

Executive Secretary

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 847, November 23, 2009

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 847, November 23, 2009

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


