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WHEREAS, it is imperative that appropriate safeguards be instituted to protect Filipino children who are put up
for adoption;

NOW, THREFORE, I, CORAZON C. AQUINO, President of the Philippines, do hereby order:

SECTION 1. Articles 27, 28, 29, 31, 33 and 35 of the Presidential Decree No. 603, otherwise known as the "Child
and Youth Welfare Code" are hereby amended to read as follows:

"ART. 27. Who May Adopt. - Any person of age and in full possession of his civil rights may adopt: Provided,
That he is in a position to support and care for his legitimate, legitimated or acknowledged natural children, or
natural children by legal fiction or other illegitimate children, in keeping with the means, both material and
otherwise, of the family.

"An alien not permanently residing in the Philippines who seeks to adopt within the country must reside in the
Philippines for at least one year immediately preceding the filing of the petition for adoption, must reside in the
Philippines for the duration of the trial custody period required in this Chapter, and must comply with such
rules and regulations that have been or may be issued by the Council for the Welfare of Children. However, the
residence and trial custody period requirements under this paragraph may be reduced or dispensed with in the
discretion of the court if the applicant/applicants and the child are related by blood or affinity.

"In all cases of adoption, the adopter must be at least fifteen years older than the person to be adopted."

"ART. 28. Who May Not Adopt. The following persons may not adopt:

(1) A marries person without the written consent of the spouse;

(2) The guardian with respect to the ward prior to the final approval of his accounts;

(3) Any person who has been convicted of a crime involving moral turpitude;

(4) An alien who is disqualified to adopt according to the laws of his own country or one with whose
government the Republic of the Philippines has broken diplomatic relations;

(5) An alien whose government or place of resident abroad has no agency that can provide competent
professional evaluation (homestudy) of the adoptive family and post-placement services to the child and the
family."

"ART. 29. Adoption by Husband and Wife. - Husband and Wife may jointly adopt. In such case, parental
authority shall be exercised as if the child were their own by nature.

"If one of the spouse is an alien, both husband and wife shall jointly. Otherwise, the adoption shall not be
allowed."
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"ART. 31. Whose Consent is Necessary. - The written consent of the following to the adoption shall be
necessary:

(1) The person to be adopted, if fourteen years of age or over;

(2) The natural parents of the child or his legal guardian after the receiving counseling and appropriate social
services from the Ministry of Social Services and Development or from a duly licensed child-placement
agency;

(3) The Ministry of Social Services and Development or any duly licensed child-placement agency under
whose care and legal custody the child may be;

(4) The natural children, fourteen years and above, of the adopting parents."

"ART. 33. Case Study. - No petition for adoption shall be granted unless the Ministry of Social Services and
Development has made a case study of the child to be adopted, his natural parents as well as the prospective
adopting parents, and has submitted its report and recommendations on the matter to the court hearing such
petition. The Ministry of Social Services and Development shall inter-study, that the petition should be
denied."

"ART. 35. Trial Custody. - No petition for adoption shall be finally granted unless and until the adopting
parents are given by the court a supervised trial custody period of at least six months to assess their adjustment
and emotional readiness for the legal union. During the period of trial custody, parental authority shall be
vested in the adopting parents.

"The court may, upon its own motion or on motion of the petitioner, reduce or dispense with the trial custody
period if it finds that it is to the best interest of the child. In such case, the court shall state its reasons for
reducing or dispensing with the said period.

"An alien not permanently residing in the Philippines adopting a Filipino child shall compete the supervised
trial custody period to ensure the child's adjustment to a new family life and culture, save in those cases
provided for in Article 27 hereof."

SEC. 3. All laws, orders, issuances, rules and regulations or parts thereof inconsistent with this Executive Order
are hereby repealed or modified accordingly.

SEC. 4. This Executive Order shall take effect immediately.

Done in the City of Manila, this 17th day of December in the year of Our Lord, nineteen hundred and eighty-six.

(Sgd.) CORAZON C. AQUINO

By the President:

(Sgd.) JOKER P. ARROYO
Executive Secretary
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