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In connection with the implementation of Memorandum Order No. 32-90 issued by the Bureau of Customs last 16
April 1990, the Administration deems it proper to inform the public, particularly our overseas contract workers
and Filipino citizens living abroad, the effects thereof in connection with the privilege enjoined by balikbayans to
bring home appliances and other items.

The customs order does not repeal any existing tariff and customs law/rulings relative to such privilege, but
merely supplements. The so-called balikbayan boxes are only being regulated by virtue of said order, which limits
their entry, quantity, value and frequency.

Enumerated hereunder are the requirements/limitations set forth:

1. Requirement for Registration — OCW who sends balikbayan boxes, shall register with the proper Philippine
government official by executing an Affidavit in accordance with the prescribed format before an officer of the
Philippine embassy/consulate nearest such sender's place of residence, business or employment.

2. Limitations fixed therein are as follows:

a. As to value

US$500.00

b. As to quantity/kind

b-1.

Foodstuff such as canned goods, grocery items, etc.

1 dozen of a kind

b-2.

Wearing apparel, whether used or new and clothing material not exceeding 3 yards per cut

1 dozen of a kind

b-3.

Other household, personal effects, whether used or new
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1 dozen of a kind

c. As to number of box/package

one

d.

As to frequency: One individual consignment/shipment per registered consignor/sender during a period of six
(6) months;

Provided that, home appliances shall be disallowed; and provided further that, any shipment/consignment entered
in violation of the limitations herein fixed shall automatically be subject to seizure proceedings, without prejudice
to the cancellation/revocation of the consignor's sender's certificate of registration.

The abovementioned disallowance applies only to home appliances and other items, unaccompanied by the
balikbayan/OCW considering that said items can be brought free of duty and tax, up to a maximum value of Ten
Thousand Pesos, (P10,000.00). In excess of this, a 50% across the board duty shall be imposed on each one of a
kind, if accompanied by the OCW or balikbayan.

Accompanied balikbayan boxes include the following:

- Those personally brought home by the OCW/balikbayan; and

- Those entered within the period of 90 days before or after the arrival of the OCW or balikbayan, which if in case
of the former the recipient shall post a bond while in the latter case the OCWs passport will be presented.

Customs Memorandum ORDER NO. 32-90 aims to:

1. Enhance Philippine tradition and culture for the promotion of strong family ties through love and caring,
expressed in gift-giving among the family members and relatives living abroad;

2. Protect the legitimate interest of bona fide consignors/sender and their consignees, in particular and the
transacting public in general;

3. Prevent "fly-by-night" operators from victimizing innocent consignors/senders and their consignors;

4. Protect the interest of the government; and

5. Prevent and suppress smuggling and other frauds upon Customs.

For the information and guidance of all concerned.

Adopted: 1990

Date Filed: 20 September 1991

(SGD.) JOSE N. SARMIENTO
Administrator
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Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.
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