ADMINISTRATIVE ORDERS - DECEMBER 23, 1953

ADMONISHING CITY TREASURER QUIRICO BATTAD OF BUTUAN

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 252, December 23, 1953
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This is an administrative case against Mr. Quirico Battad, City Treasurer of Butuan, who, as assistant provincial
treasurer of Agusan and in charged of the office in the absence of the provincia treasurer, alegedly authorized the
payment of ?1,003.40 for undelivered supplies, in violation of existing regulations on the matter.

Respondent admits having made advance payment but tries to justify his actuation on the following grounds: (1)
that after the liberation the Bureau of Supply always required advance payment to cover the cost of supplies
requisitioned because merchants would not deliver the goods unless the cost thereof had been paid first; (2) that
subscription fees for newspapers and magazines are also paid in advance; (3) that the supplies were then badly
needed; and (4) that the goods paid for were subsequently delivered.

Except for the first ground, the others were evidently availed of by the respondent for want of better reasons to
support his actuation. Considering his long and extensive experience in the treasury service, he knew, or should
have known, that purchases of supplies and subscriptions for newspapers and magazines are matters distinct from
each other by reason of their nature and are covered by different regulations. Neither will the urgent need of the
Government for supplies justify the advancing of public funds for the purchase thereof. Similarly the subsequent
delivery of the goods does not excuse, although it might mitigate, the irregularity committed.

As regards the first ground, that after the liberation the Bureau of Supply always required the local governments
to make advance payment to cover the cost of supplies requisitioned by them because merchants would not make
delivery without payments first of the goods, and hence advance payment made directly to the dealer instead of
through the Bureau of Supply is not in order but even simpler and faster, respondent should know that the
Purchasing Agents pays the cost of the articles involved only upon, not before, delivery of the same to his office.

In view of the foregoing, | find respondent guilty of the charge. Considering, however, the relatively small
amount involved, the fact that the province did not suffer any loss in the transaction and respondent’ s long service
in the Government, he is hereby merely admonished to be more careful in the discharge of his duties, with a
warning that commission of similar irregularity in the future will be dealt with more severely.

Done in the City of Manila, this 23rd day of December, in the year of Our Lord, nineteen hundred and fifty-three,
and of the Independence of the Philippines, the eighth.

(Sgd.) ELPIDIO QUIRINO
President of the Philippines

By the President:

(Sgd.) MARCIANO ROQUE
Acting Executive Secretary

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 1 of 2
Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 252, December 23, 1953

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 2
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



