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WHEREAS, it is the policy of the State to promote, support, strengthen and encourage the development of Small
and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) in all productive sectors of the economy, particularly rural/agri-based enterprises
as embodied in Republic Act No. 6977, also known as the Magna Carta for Small Enterprises;

WHEREAS, the full development of SMEs which comprise over 95% of total Philippine enterprises is vital to the
Administration's thrust towards the empowerment of the people;

WHEREAS, in view of the Philippine ratification of the Agreement establishing the World Trade Organization,
and the worldwide trend towards globalization, there exists a pressing need for government to focus attention and
implement plans and programs which would encourage and hasten the development and unification of SMEs to
ensure the achievement of global competitiveness;

WHEREAS, the concerned public and private sector participants of the first SME National Leaders' Summit held
on April 15, 18, 24, and 25, 1995 at the Development Bank of the Philippines, June 5, 1995 at the PCCI National
Office at Philippine International Convention Center and June 1 and 8, 1995 at the Philippine Trade and Training
Center, have recommended specific measures which will, with appropriate study, planning and implementation by
the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI), the Small and Medium Enterprises Development (SMED) Council,
the Small Business Guarantee and Finance Corporation (SBGFC), and other concerned government agencies,
with the cooperation and support of the private sector, spearheaded by the Philippine Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (PCCI), ensure the greater success and global competitiveness of Philippine SMEs; and

WHEREAS, it is imperative that the SMEs, in particular, and the public, in general, are informed of all the efforts
undertaken by the government and concerned private sector organizations towards the development of SMEs.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, FIDEL V. RAMOS, President of the Republic of the Philippines, by virtue of the powers
vested in me by law, do hereby proclaim the year 1996 as the Small and Medium Enterprise Development Year
under the auspices of the DTI, SMED Council and SBGFC, with the support of the PCCI. The government
agencies mentioned are hereby directed to lead and oversee the conduct of such activities and programs which
will ensure the accomplishment of the foregoing objectives of this Proclamation in the observance of the
occasion.

The DTI, SMED Council and SBGFC are authorized to call on any department, bureau, office, agency or any
instrumentality of the government, including government-owned or controlled corporations, for assistance in
discharging their functions.

Participation of the public and private sectors in the observance of the Small and Medium Enterprise
Development Year shall be encouraged. For this purpose, the concerned government agencies shall closely
coordinate with the PCCI and such other non-governmental organization supportive of the efforts at developing
SMEs in the country.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the Republic of the Philippines to
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be affixed.

Adopted: 09 June 1995

(SGD.) FIDEL V. RAMOS
President

By the President:

(SGD.) RUBEN D. TORRES
Executive Secretary

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library DECLARING 1996 AS SMALL AND MEDIUM ENTERPRISE DEVE...

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library DECLARING 1996 AS SMALL AND MEDIUM ENTERPRISE DEVE...

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


