NATIONAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGISTER : [ BHFS BUREAU CIRCULAR NO. 3, S. 2003, MARCH 13, 2003 ]

MORATORIUM ON THE ISSUANCE OF PERMIT TO CONSTRUCT AND
LICENSE TO OPERATE FREE STANDING CLINICAL LABORATORIES
NATIONWIDE

Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/75bef349f755/

Due to the increasing number of clinical laboratories, there is greater competition for a limited number of patients
needing laboratory examinations. Many laboratories lower the prices of their services often leading to poor
laboratory practices and worst releasing of laboratory results without actually performing examinations. Spot
checking of these clinical laboratories revealed unacceptable practices such as cutting of urine strips, use of
expired reagents and minimal supervision of pathologists to name a few. These prevailing practices adversely
affect the quality of service and in turn health care delivery system.

In order to address this problem, the Bureau of Health Facilities and Services shall spearhead the creation of a
quality assurance and monitoring program. The quality assurance and monitoring program will be composed of a
two-fold scheme namely regular conduct of spot-checking and development of an organized externa quality
assurance system. The main objective of this program is to ensure good laboratory practice and maintenance of
high quality performance among clinical |aboratories in the Philippines.

In view of such undertaking, a moratorium on free-standing clinical laboratories will be imposed starting April 1,
2003 until such time that the quality assurance and monitoring program has been organized and in place. Only
applications for permit to Construct received by the Bureau on or before March 31, 2003 shall be processed. The
moratorium on freestanding clinical laboratories shall not apply to drug testing laboratories.

Adopted: 13 March 2003

(SGD.) ATTY. NICOLASB. LUTERO IlI, CESO IlI
Director IV
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