ADMINISTRATIVE CIRCULARS - JULY 14, 2015

DIRECTING ALL JUDGESOF THE REGIONAL TRIAL COURTSAND
FIRST LEVEL COURTSIN THE PROVINCE OF BULACAN TO CONDUCT
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WHEREAS, the Supreme Court En Banc, in a Resolution, dated October 16, 2001, in A.M. No. 01-10-5-
SC-PHILJA, designated the Philippine Judicial Academy (PHILJA) as its component unit for Court-Annexed
Mediation (CAM) and established the Philippine Mediation Center (PMC) under the direction and management of
PHILJA;

WHEREAS, the Supreme Court En Banc, in a Resolution, dated February 12, 2008, in A.M. No.
08-2-5-SC-PHILJA, approved Administrative Order No. 33- 2008, defining the Organization, Powers, and
Functions of the Philippine Mediation Center Office and Mediation Center Units;

WHEREAS, the Supreme Court En Banc, in a Resolution dated January 20, 2004, in A.M. No.
04-1-12-SC-PHILJA, approved the Revised Guidelines for the Implementation of an Enhanced Pre-Tria
Proceeding under the Justice Reform Initiative Support (JURIS) Project, and further resolved to approve
Resolution No. 06-22, dated September 4, 2007, and Resolution No. 07-14, dated September 20, 2007, on the
Revised Guidelines Amending A.M. No. 04-1-12-SC- PHILJA;

WHEREAS, the Supreme Court En Banc, in a Resolution, dated January 11, 2011, in A.M. No.
11-1-6-SC-PHILJA, approved the Consolidated and Revised Guidelines to Implement the Expanded Coverage of
CAM and JDR;

WHEREAS, pursuant to the said issuances, PHILJA, under the JURIS Project, pilot-tested JDR from 2004 to
2007 and set-up model court sites for CAM and JDR Units in Pampanga, Negros Occidental, Benguet, Misamis
Oriental, LaUnion, and Makati City;

WHEREAS, taking cognizance of the success of the JURIS Project in introducing JDR to complement and
strengthen CAM, and in order to further encourage and explore al possibilities of amicable settlement of disputes
during the pre-trial stage, through mediation, conciliation, and early neutral evaluation by judges, as a means to
expedite the resolution of cases, help decongest court dockets, and broaden access to justice, it is deemed
necessary to continue the implementation of JDR in other courts of the country;

WHEREAS, PHILJA, through the PMCO, trained the Judges in the Province of Bulacan on JDR resulting in the
acquisition of new skills in connection with their roles as mediators, conciliators, and early neutral evaluators
under the Rules of Court and other issuances of the Supreme Court;

WHEREAS, in order to put into practice the skills acquired by the Judges during the training and commence the
roll-out of JDR in the Province of Bulacan, it is necessary that a designated period be alotted for them to go
through a court-supervised internship program;
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NOW, THEREFORE, the JDR Inventory Period from August 3 to 14, 2015 and Internship Period from
September 1 to 11, 2015 are hereby declared for all Judges of the Regional Trial Courts and First Level Courtsin
the Province of Bulacan.

In connection therewith, all the Judges in the Province of Bulacan shall undertake the following:

1. Conduct an inventory of cases in their respective dockets which have undergone CAM but were not settled and
are still inthe pre-trial stage;

2. For Regional Trial Court Judges, conduct likewise an inventory of the cases appealed from the First Level
Courts[1];

3. Conduct JDR on the cases subject of the inventory;

4. If efforts to settle the cases through JDR fail, forward said cases to the Office of the Clerk of Court for re-raffle;
5. Allow peer-to-peer advise-assistance from JDR practitioners, at the option of the JDR Judge concerned;

6. Enjoin their Branch Clerks of Court to see to it that Orders and Notices are promptly issued and served to the
parties for them to appear on the dates their cases are scheduled for JDR;

7. Direct their Branch Clerks of Court to furnish the PMC Unit Staff/JDR Staff the JDR Report during the
Internship Period and, thereafter, the Monthly Reports for submission to the PMCO. Allow the said PMC Unit
Staff/JDR Staff to periodically coordinate with their Branch Clerks of Court with respect to the cases referred to
JDR; and,

8. After the Internship Period, the Judges shall continue with the conduct of JDR proceedings for the settlement of
disputes pending in their courts, as mandated in the Consolidated and Revised Guidelines to Implement the
Expanded Coverage of CAM and JDR.

The JDR proceedings are strictly confidential. No report shall be prepared regarding the proceedings, and in case
of settlement, a compromise agreement shall be executed by the parties for approval and rendition of judgment.

Questions concerning this Administrative Order and the activities pertaining to the JDR Internship Period may be
directed to Hon. Adolfo S. Azcuna, Chancellor, PHILJA at telephone number (02) 552-95-14, who is hereby
authorized to propose such changes in this Administrative Order as may be called for by the query.

Strict compliance with this Administrative Circular is hereby enjoined.
Issued this 14th day of July 2015.

(SGD.) MARIA LOURDES P.A. SERENO
Chief Justice

[1] Under the Consolidated and Revised Guidelines to Implement the Expanded Coverage of CAM and JDR
(A.M. No. 11-1-6-SC-PHILJA, dated January 11, 2011), the following appealed cases are mediatable:

1. All civil cases and probate proceedings, testate and intestate, brought on appea from the exclusive and
original jurisdiction granted to the first level courts under Section 33, par. (1) of the Judiciary Reorganization
Act of 1980;

2. All cases of forcible entry and unlawful detainer brought on appea from the exclusive and original
jurisdiction granted to the first level courts under Section 33, par. (2) of the Judiciary Reorganization Act of
1980;

3. All civil casesinvolving title to or possession of real property or an interest therein brought on appeal from
the exclusive and original jurisdiction granted to the first level courts under Section 33, par.(3) of the Judiciary
Reorganization Act of 1980;

4. All habeas corpus cases decided by the first level courts in the absence of the Regiona Trial Court judge,

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 4
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library SC ADMINISTRATIVE CIRCULAR NO. 74-2015, July 14, 2015

that are brought up on appeal from the special jurisdiction granted to the first level courts under Section 35 of
the Judiciary Reorganization Act of 1980

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 4
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library SC ADMINISTRATIVE CIRCULAR NO. 74-2015, July 14, 2015

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 4 of 4
Turn this case into an audio lecture - facts, issues, ruling and doctrine - at batas.org



