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WHEREAS, in challenging economic times, the government must tighten its belt and live within its means, just
like the average Filipino household;

WHEREAS, to that end, the government is taking a series of actions to stop unnecessary and wasteful spending;

WHEREAS, the taxpayers deserve no less from their government and public servants;

WHEREAS, the government must pour all savings and revenue into programs that help the poor and the middle
class;

WHEREAS, government-wide, a one-and-a-half reduction of Maintenance, Overhead and Operating Expenses
translates to a savings of Seven Billion Pesos (P7,000,000,000.00);

WHEREAS, an Independence Day Parade costs more or less Thirty Million Pesos (P30,000,000.00);

WHEREAS, some forty thousand (40,000) Filipino workers, notably in the export industry, have been displaced
by the global economic crisis;

NOW, THEREFORE, I GLORIA M. ARROYO, President of the Philippines, by the power vested in me by la w,
do hereby order:

SECTION 1. As mandated earlier this year through Executive Order No. 782, all government agencies and
instrumentalities, including all departments, bureaus, attached agencies, government-owned and controlled
corporations and government financial institutions, shall reduce their respective Maintenance, Overhead and
Operating Expense (MOOE) budgets by one and a half percent (1.5%). Savings from MOOE shall be allocated
to emergency employment for the next six (6) months.

SECTION 2. As mandated in early 2008, all government agencies and entities shall undertake electricity and
fuel saving measures, including but not limited to the following: the consumption of fossil fuels shall be
brought down by twenty-five percent (25%); electric consumption shall be reduced by at least ten percent
(10%); air conditioners shall be turned off at 4:30 p.m. except those with 24-hour work; incandescent bulbs
shall be replaced with Compact Flourescent Lamps; twenty percent (20%) of the vehicles of the national
government, including those of the government-owned and controlled corporations, shall be converted to the
use of natural gas.

SECTION 3. National government vehicles, including those of government owned and controlled
corporations, which are not issued to an official and are not on official trip, shall be garaged in the agency
office, and the keys shall be kept by guards, during weekends and holidays. All local government units are
likewise enjoined to adopt the same policy. Letter of Instructions No. 991 (s. 1980) and its corresponding
Guidelines em bodied in Department Administrative Order No. 82-004 (s. 1982) concerning the issuance of
security plates shall be strictly implemented.

SECTION 4. On Independence Day, June 12, the annual parade shall be foregone. Instead a mega-jobs fair
shall be organized to enable the forty thousand (40,000) workers displaced by the global crisis find
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employment or livelihood.

SECTION 5. This Administrative Order shall take effect immediately.

Adopted: 07 Apr. 2009

(SGD., GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO
President of the Philippines

BY THE PRESIDENT:

(SGD.) EDUARDO R. ERMITA
Executive Secretary

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library OP ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 261, April 07, 2009

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library OP ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 261, April 07, 2009

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


