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BRUSELAS, JR. J.:

We resolve to dismiss outright the petition for review for the following reasons:

First, Section 2(d), Rule 42, of the 1997 Rules of Civil Procedure clearly requires the petition for review to be
accompanied by "clearly legible duplicate original or true copy of the judgments or final orders of both lower
courts, certified correct by the clerk of court of the Regional Trial Court, the requisite number of plain copies
thereof and of the pleadings and other material portions of the record as would support the allegations of the
petition." Here, petitioner's attachment of the Municipal Trial Court in Cities' (MTCC) Decision[1] is neither a
duplicate original nor a certified true copy.

Second, the verification and certification against non-forum shopping[2] as well as the affidavit of service[3] do
not contain the office address of the notary public as required under Section 2(c), Rule VIII[4] the 2004 Rules on
Notarial Practice.[5]

It is true that a litigation is not a game of technicalities, and that the rules of procedure should not be strictly
enforced at the cost of substantial justice. It does not mean, however, that the Rules of Court may be ignored at
will and at random, to the prejudice of the orderly presentation and assessment of the issues and their just
resolution. It must be emphasized that procedural rules should not be belittled or dismissed simply because their
non-observance may have resulted in prejudice to a party's substantial rights. Like all rules, they are required to be
followed except only for the most persuasive of reasons.[6]

Petitioner and its counsel should bear in mind that the right to appeal is not a natural right. The right to appeal is a
statutory privilege, and it may be exercised only in the manner and in accordance with the provisions of the
law.[7] Therefore, a party seeking relief must strictly comply with the rules of procedure or otherwise face the risk
of an outright dismissal of the case.

WHEREFORE, the instant petition is DISMISSED.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

Bueser, and [*]Paredes, JJ., concur.

[*] Acting Junior Member per Office Order No. 55-15-ABR dated 23 February 2015

[1] Rollo, pp. 144-146

[2] Rollo, p. 102
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[3] Id., p. 104

[4] Rule 8, Section 2 of the 2004 Rules on Notarial Practice state that:

SEC. 2. Contents of the Concluding Part of the Notarial Certificate. - The notarial certificate shall include the
following:

(a)

the name of the notary public as exactly indicated in the commission;

(b)

the serial number of the commission of the notary public;

(c)

the words "Notary Public" and the province or city where the notary public is commissioned, the expiration date
of the commission, the office address of the notary public; and

(d)

the roll of attorney's number, the professional tax receipt number and the place and date of issuance thereof, and
the IBP membership number.

[5] A.M. No. 02-8-13-SC (2004).

[6] Pyro Copper Mining Corp. vs. MAB-DENR, et. al., G.R. No. 179674, July 28, 2009, 594 SCRA 193 citing
Teoville Homeowners Asso., Inc. v. Ferreira, G.R. No. 140086, 8 June 2005, 459 SCRA 459, 471.

[7] Spouses Ortiz v. Court of Appeals, 360 Phil. 95 (1998).

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library DOMINGO S. GUEVARA, JR. REPRESENTED HEREIN BY HIS AT...

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library DOMINGO S. GUEVARA, JR. REPRESENTED HEREIN BY HIS AT...

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


