DECISIONS / SIGNED RESOLUTIONS - MARCH 24, 1961

MIGUEL MACTAL, PLAINTIFF AND APPELLANT, VS. FILOMENO
MELEGRITO, DEFENDANT AND APPELLEE.

G.R. No. L-16114. March 24, 1961
Ponente: CONCEPCION, J.

Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/6b1feb539a33/

CONCEPCION, J.:

This is an action to recover the sum of P1,777.00, plus P1,000.00 as moral damages and P500.00 as attorney's
fees. Defendant, Filomeno Melegrito, filed an answer admitting some allegations of the complaint and denying
other alegations thereof, and setting up some special defenses and a counterclaim. In due course, the Court of
First Instance of Nueva Ecija rendered a decision dismissing the case with costs against plaintiff, Miguel Mactal,
upon the ground that the consideration of the promissory note upon which the complaint is based was the
dismissal of a criminal case for estafa against the defendant and, hence, illicit, immora and contrary to public
policy, as well as void ab initio. The case is before us on appea taken by the plaintiff, who maintains that the
lower court erred in holding that this action is based, upon the aforementioned promissory note, and that the
consideration thereof was the dismissal of the estafa case against the appellee.

It appears, and the lower court held, that, on or about February 5, 1953, Mactal delivered P1,770.00 to Melegrito,
to be used by him in the purchase of palay for Mactal, with a ten (10%) per cent commission in his (Melegrito's)
favor, or returned to Mactal, within ten (10) days, should he (Melegrito) fail to buy palay. This obligation was set
forth in areceipt signed by Melegrito, who neither bought palay nor returned said amount. Hence, Mactal accused
him or estafain the Justice of the Peace Court of Guimba, Nueva Ecija. When the case was about to be heard, on
October 19, 1953, Florencio Paraso, then chief of police of Guimba, acting upon Melegrito's request, prevailed
upon Mactal to move for the dismissal of the case and be contented with a promise on the part of Melegrito to
pay, not later than January, 1954, said P1,777.00, plus the sum of P7,000, balance of his account with Macta in
connection with another transaction. Accordingly, Melegrito signed a document Exhibit A (also Exhibit 1),
prepared by Paraso in the Tagal og diaect, which translated into English, reads:

"I, Filomeno Melegrito, married, of age, at present residing at barrio Cabaruan, Guimba, Nueva Ecija, this 15th
day of October 1953, hereby certify to the following:

"That | am indebted to Mr. Miguel Mactal in the sum of P1,777.00 Philippine Currency, which | promise to
pay him within the month of January, 1954,

"In witness whereof, | have hereunto affixed my name and surname in the presence of two (2) witnesses, this
19th day of October, 1953, in Guimba, Nueva Ecija.

(Sgd.) Filomeno Melegrito”

Forthwith, the receipt above mentioned was destroyed and the criminal case was, on the same day, dismissed on
motion of Mactal. Despite, however, repeated demands by the latter, Melegrito subsequently failed to pay the
aforementioned sum of P1,777.00. Hence, this action, which was begun on January 26, 1955.
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The lower court specifically found that Melegrito had on February 5, 1953, received from Mactal P1,777.00 to be
used in the purchase of palay for the latter, with the obligation to return, said amount, within ten (10) days, if not
spent for said purpose. In fact, Melegrito admitted, on the witness stand, that he is indebted to the plaintiff in the
aggregate sum of P1,777.00, athough he claims that his liability therefor was merely that of a guarantor, not
principal debtor. So when the chief of police succeeded in persuading Mactal to withdraw the crimina case for
estafa, Melegrito was only too willing to sign Exhibit A, in which he promised to pay the aforementioned amount
in January, 1954. The consideration for this promise was, therefore, the aforesaid pre-existing debt of Melegrito,
not the dismissal of the estafa case, which merely furnished the occasion for the execution of Exhibit A (see
Garrido vs. Cardenas, L-10631 [promulgated April 25, 1958]; Hibberd vs. Rhode and McMillan, 32 Phil., 476;
Goodrum vs. Merchants & Planters Bank, 102 Ark. 326).

Wherefore, the decision appealed from is hereby reversed and. another one shall be entered sentencing defendant
Filomeno Melegrito to pay the plaintiff Miguel Mactal the sum of P1,777.00, with interest thereon at the legal
rate, from January 26, 1955, as well as the costs of the proceedings. It is so ordered.

Bengzon, Acting C. J,, Padilla, Bautista Angelo, Labrador, Reyes, J. B. L., Barrera, Paredes, and Dizon, JJ.,
concur.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-16114. March 24, 1961

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



