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BENGZON, J.:
This petition for certiorari and mandamus against the Import Control Commission prays this Court either:

"a) Modify the resolution of the respondent Board dated December 11, 1950 (Annex B), as to credit in favor of
the petitioner, their 1949 import quotas covering Rayon Textiles and Manufactures in the amount of P335,945.20
and Cotton Textiles and Manufactures in the amount of P4,809.41 against which the orders of the petitioner
perfected with foreign suppliers before July 31, 1949 can be charged, even while the licenses to cover these 1949
import quotas be approved in 1951 when dollars are aready available; and/or

b) That a peremptory order be issued against the respondent Board commanding the sane to credit in its quota
ledgersin favor of the petitioner herein, their 1949 import quotas allocations in the amounts previously stated, and
"alow" the goods contracted for by petitioner with foreign suppliers before July 31, 1949 to "enter the country"
and charge these orders to the petitioner's 1949 import quotas af orementioned.”

Basis of the petition is Circular No. 12 of the Import Control office dated June 7, 1949 which in part reads as
follows:

"All quotas for the first six months of 1949 must be covered by orders placed and accepted on or before July
31, 1949 otherwise they will be cancelled. Importers are therefore required to furnish the Import Control Office
evidence of orders and acceptance referred to above. This requirement refers to all items with the exception of
automobiles, toys and Christmas decorations. For the last two items, quotas for the first six months may be
transferred to the second six months provided requests therefor are approved by the Import Control Office.”

The petitioner, a duly registered partnership of Manila, aleges in substance (1) that it had placed orders for
textiles amounting to about P340,000 with foreign suppliers which orders were accepted before July 31, 1949; (2)
that in November 1950 it requested the respondent to allow importation of the textiles against its quota for 1949
pursuant to circular No. 12 and (3) but that respondent with grave abuse of authority and discretion has denied the
reguest and instead ordered that said orders of Ang Tuan Kai & Co. be charged against the firm's 1951 quota and
exchange alocations.

The respondent presented four defenses. We shall mention the first two only. In our view of the case it becomes
unnecessary to take up the others. Such defenses are, first, that petitioner has a plain and adequate remedy which
is an appeal to the President; and second, petitioner did not sufficiently show compliance with Circular No. 12,
having failed to prove that the orders had been accepted before July 31, 1949.

The first defense seems to be valid. These special civil actions against administrative officers should not be
entertained if superior administrative officers could grant relief.
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The second defense is still better. The petitioner has utterly failed to show tnat its foreign orders for textiles had
been accepted before July 31, 1949. In fact in its letter of November 7, 1950, annexed to the petition there is
express acknowledgment of inability to prove such acceptance. And in this litigation no such proof was offered,
notwithstanding respondent's denial of such acceptance. Under the terms of Circular No. 12, which is the
petition's basis and foundation, the orders must have been accepted before July 31, 1949.

In this connection petitioner invites attention to respondent's action concernning the above letter:

"7. Letter of Mr. Niceforo S. Agaton dated November 27, 1950, requesting that ANG TUAN KAI & CO., be
allowed to utilize its unused 1949 quotas for foreign orders placed before July 31, 1949: - THE BOARD
DECIDED TO CHARGE the foreign orders placed by ANG TUAN KAI & CO., before July 31, 1949,
AGAINST THE FIRM'S 1951 QUOTA AND EXCHANGE ALLOCATIONS."

And petitioner argues that such action implies admission that the order had been accepted, otherwise "the Board
has no business charging unilateral unaccepted offers to buy foreign goods against any quota, much less a future
quota."

In our opinion the above resolution may be understood to refer to foreign orders placed by Ang Tuan Kai & Co.
when and if accepted. Howevert even supposing that it necessarily implied that such foreign orders had been
accepted, the implication can not be stretched further to include the essential element of acceptance before July
31, 1949.

In view of the foregoing, we reach the conclusion that the petition has failed to establish either abuse of discretion
of respondent or a clear legal right of the petitioner under the terms of Circular No. 12. The petition is therefore
denied, with costs. So ordered.

Paras, C. J., Feria, Pablo, Tuason, Montemayor, Reyes, and Bautista Angelo, JJ., concur.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-4427. April 21, 1952

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



