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LABRADOR, J.:

In a petition dated June 15, 1961 Carlos B. Siy prayed the court that an order be issued directing the Register of
Deeds of Manilato delete from the face of Transfer Certificate of Title No. 60008 the words "for the land; and 2.
Tan Gun Ga, widow, Elisa Siy, single, Santiago Siy, single, Lopez Siy Uy, single, Ofelia Siy, single, Chinese
citizens, for the Improvement"”, and to annotate at the back of said title the fact that the improvements existing
thereon belong to the above-named persons, Chinese citizens. Petitioner is the registered owner of the parcel of
land, known as Lot 12, Block 1865, District of San Nicolas, Manila, covered by said Transfer Certificate of Title
No. 60008 of the Register of Deeds of Manila, On the face of the said title after the words "is registered in the
name of appear the following statement or words:

"1. CARLOS B. SIY, married to Hon Sran Ty, Filipino citizen, for the land; and 2. TAN GUN GA, widow,
Elisa Sy, single, SANTIAGO SIY; single, LOPEZ SIY UY, single, OFELIA SIY, single, Chinese citizens, for
the Improvements;”

It isaleged as areason for the petition that the appearance of the names of the owners of the improvements on the
face of the title is misleading; so he prayed that the names of the owners of the improvements, as such, be
annotated at the back of thetitle.

The petition was set for hearing on July 15, 1961. It contained, at the bottom, a statement that copy of the petition
was furnished to all parties by registered mail. On the day set for the hearing the owners of the improvements did
not appear. After the hearing the court declared the petition meritorious and granted it. So it ordered the Register
of Deeds to delete the words indicated in the petition from the face of the title and to annotate at the back of said
title the fact that the improvements existing in the land belong to the persons named as owners thereof on the face
of the title. This order is dated July 22, 1961. On July 28, 1961 the owners of the improvements moved for the
reconsideration of the order, alleging that they were not given timely notices of the petition, because they received
notice of the petition only on July 14, whereas the hearing was held on July 15; and that the petition is groundless
and unnecessary. This motion for reconsideration was denied; so the oppositors appea ed from the order granting
the petition.

The motion for reconsideration is under oath and it is to the effect that the oppositor-appellant Tan Gun Ga who
had been receiving al papers relative to the case received copy of the notice for the hearing only on July 14, 1961,
one day before the hearing. He and his co-oppositors-appellants, therefore, did not have the three days notice of
all motions, there being no fact of record showing otherwise. On this ground alone the order appealed from is
subject to reconsideration.

As to the merits of the petition and the objection thereto, we find that the opposition to the petition is
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well-founded. In the first place, the back of a certificate of title under the Torrens system is intended, as the
heading at the back expresdy states, for the Memorandum of Encumbrances. A building on a piece of land is not
an encumbrance of the land. What is considered an encumbrance is a mortgage existing on the land, or' any other
obligation for which the land is made to respond.

Furthermore, a building on aland is, under the Civil Law, real property itself, and if attached permanently on the
land becomes part of the land. The face of the certificate of title is, therefore, the place on which the names of the
owners of the building or improvement should be stated, not the back of the title which is reserved for the
encumbrances.

Wherefore, the order appealed from is hereby reversed and set aside and the petition denied. With costs against
petitioner-appellee.

So ordered.

Padilla, Bautista Angelo, Concepcion, Reyes, J. B. L., Barrera, Paredes, Dizon, Regala and Makalintal, JJ.,
concur.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library G.R. No. L-19096. February 29, 1964

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



