BILATERAL

AGREEMENT CONCERNING THE FACILITATION OF COOPERATION
ON LAW ENFORCEMENT IN FISHERIESMATTERSBETWEEN THE
MANILA ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL OFFICE IN TAIWAN AND THE
TAIPEI ECONOMIC AN...

Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/68f65d075d4c/

The Manila Economic and Cultural Office in Taiwan (MECO) and the Taipei Economic and Cultura Office in
the Philippines (TECO), herein referred to as the " Parties”;

Desiring to facilitate the effective cooperation between the law enforcement authorities of both Parties on
fisheries matters by establishing a mechanism on the basis of mutual respect, reciprocity, and mutual benefit;

Adhering to their respective laws, regulations as well asinternational law and practice;
Have concluded an understanding as follows:

Article1

Scope of cooperation

1

The Parties shall, in accordance with this Agreement and their respective laws, exert best efforts to provide
mutual assistance through their respective relevant authorities in connection with law enforcement proceedings
related to fisheries matters.

2.

Such cooperation shall include:

a)

establishing alaw enforcement cooperation mechanism;
b)

establishing an emergency notification system;

0)

establishing a prompt rel ease mechanism;

d)

any other form of cooperation consistent with their respective laws.
Article 2

Avoiding the use of violence or unnecessary force
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The relevant authorities of the Parties shall avoid using violence or unnecessary force in the implementation of
their fisheries laws and other relevant regulations consistent with international law and practice.

Article3
Establishment of alaw enforcement cooperation mechanism
1

For the establishment of a law enforcement cooperation mechanism, the Parties agree to respectively undertake
the following:

a)
Set up special contact windows and hotlines.
b)

Notify, without delay, the other Party when a fishing boat of the other Party isin breach of the provisions of the
Agreement and of the action taken by its law enforcement agencies against fishing vessels from the other Party.
The other Party shall respect the notifying Party's notification.

0)

Provide the other Party with a results report of the law enforcement action taken against said Party's fishing
vessel.

d)

Formulate other concrete measures of cooperation, including sharing of law enforcement methods and procedures
and relevant laws and regulations.

2.

The Parties shall advise their respective law enforcement agencies to observe the international law and practice of
not using imprisonment or any other form of corporal punishment in the implementation and enforcement of
fisheries laws and regulations and of the need of clear markings and identification in their vessels.

Article4
Establishment of an emergency notification system
1

The Parties shall update and confirm the contact windows and hotlines of their respective fisheries agencies and
establish contact windows and hatlines for their competent coast guard agencies.

2.

When relevant authorities of one Party takes law enforcement action against fishing vessels from the other Party,
the first party shal, without delay, inform the pertinent fisheries and coast guard agencies of the other Party of the
methods, procedures, and follow-up measures employed, to which information such other Party may convey its

reply.
3.

Both Parties confirm the implementing details of the emergency notification system, including time of
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notification, timeframe in which notification must be given, notification methods, and notification procedures.
Article5

Establishment of a prompt release mechanism

1

Both Parties confirm the procedures for the prompt release of arrested fishing vessels and their crew.

2.

Procedures for the prompt release of arrested vessels:

a)

When the relevant authority of one Party arrests a fishing vessel from the other Party, the first party shall without
delay inform the other Party of the arrest.

b)

The arrested vessel and its crew shall be released without delay after posting of a reasonable bond or other
security consistent with international law and practice, or the payment of fine in accordance with the law of the
Party, whose relevant authority made the arrest.

©)
The arrested vessel and its crew shall be treated m an appropriate manner during the period of detention.
3.

The Parties shall inform their respective relevant authorities of the procedures for prompt release of arrested
vessels and their crew.

4.

The Parties shall share with each other the maritime, fisheries, and conservation laws and regulations their
respective relevant authorities refer to when taking law enforcement action, as well as the time, procedures,
content and methods of these actions.

Article 6
Consultations
1.

Both Parties shall consult each other to promote the most effective use of this Agreement, and provisional
arrangement on fisheries cooperation, including management and conservation scheme for fishery operations, and
their respective maritime monitoring areas. The Parties may aso agree on such practical measures as may be
necessary to facilitate the implementation of this Agreement.

2.

Both Parties shall establish a Technical Working Group (TWG) composed of an equal number of representatives
from both Parties as may be agreed upon.

3.
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Both Parties, through the TWG, shall determine in detail the cooperation schemes and ways to implement the
areas of cooperation mentioned in this Agreement.

4.

The TWG shall meet annually, alternately hosted by each Party, with the representative from the host as chairman
of the meeting. Whenever necessary, an interim meeting or consultation may be held subject to the agreement
between both Parties.

5.

The agenda of the meeting shall be mutually agreed upon by both Parties prior to the scheduled TWG or interim
meetings.

Article 7

Effectivity, amendment and termination

1

This Agreement shall be effective thirty (30) days after the signing of this Agreement.
2.

This Agreement may be amended upon the mutual written consent of both Parties.

3.

Either Party may terminate this Agreement by means of a written notice to the other Party. Termination shall take
effect six (6) months following the date of receipt of such notification.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorized thereto, have signed this Agreement.

DONE in duplicate in Taipei on the 5[th] day of November, 2015, in the English and Chinese languages, both
versions being equally authentic.

Signed by

Manila Economic and Cultural
Officein Taiwan Taipei Economic and Cultural
Office in the Philippines

(Sgd.) (Sgd.)

Antonio |. Basilio
Resident Representative Gary Song-Huann Lin
Representative

Signed in the presence of:
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(Sgd.) (Sgd.)

AsisG. Perez

Director

Bureau of Fisheries and

Aquatic Resources Tsay, Tzu-Yaw
Director-General

Fisheries Agency

Council of Agriculture

(Sgd.)

Amadeo R. Perez, Jr.

Chairman

Manila Economic and Cultural Office

Entry into Force: December 5, 2015

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 5 of 6
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library AGREEMENT CONCERNING THE FACILITATION OF COOPERAT...

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 6 of 6
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



