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JUGDO, J.:

Jose Catalufia was charged before the People's Court, with the crime of treason, consisting of thirteen counts.
After the abalition of the People's Court the case was transferred to the Court of First Instance of Isabela. After
trial, the court found the defendant guilty of Counts 8, 9, 11, 12, and 13, and sentenced him to suffer the penalty
of reclusion perpetua, with the accessory penalties of the law, to Indemnify the heirs of the deceased Ricardo
Martinez in the sum at P6,000.00, to pay afine of P10,000.00, and the costs. He appeal ed.

With reference to Counts 1, 2, and 3, the evidence presented with regard to them was considered only as proofs of
adherence to the enemy, for lack of two witnesses.

The defendant Jose Cataluiia was 51 years of age, married, resident of Gamu, Isabela, and a native born citizen of
the Philippines as admitted by himself.

Before the war he was holding the position of municipal councilor of San Mariano, Isabela. On January 8, 1943,
he was appointed by the occupation authorities municipal mayor of Gamu, Isabela, which position he held until
January 29, 1945. Most of the acts charged against him were committed while he was municipal mayor of Gamu.
As acts of adherence, the following have been proven:

While he was holding the position of mayor of Gamu he, armed with a revolver and a saber and wearing a
Japanese Army cap, frequently accompanied the Japanese soldiers, helping in the arrest of guerrillas and guerrilla
sympathizers and commandeering food from the barrio residents for the use of the Japanese forces.

In April, 1943, when Agaton Portera arrived in the municipality of San Mariano, Isabela, he was detained by the
defendant and ordered to serve as a carrier for thirty Japanese soldiers. The defendant ordered Portera to go with
him to the municipality of Palanan, Isabela. Portera refused at first, but was slapped by the defendant and warned
that if he persisted in his refusal he would be killed. Portera complied with the order. In Palanan the defendant
told Portera to gather from the residents rice and salt for the Japanese soldiers. In said town the defendant
organized five or six dancing parties for the Japanese soldiers and after the dance he assigned one girl to each
Japanese.

In March, 1943, the defendant called together the people of barrio Guibang, Gamu, |sabela, in order to choose a
successor to the deceased barrio lieutenant Jose Monterial. The position was offered to Salvador Nieto, who
declined it saying that he was a mere evacuee from llagan. The defendant threatened him saying that he would be
subjected to water cure and be considered a guerilla if he refused. In view of this threat, Nieto accepted the
position. One month later the defendant accepted the resignation of Nieto in consideration of the sum of P50.00 in
genuine Philippine Currency given by Nieto to the defendant. In the above-mentioned gathering, the defendant
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asked the people to give through him eggs and rice to the Japanese, saying that the Americans would never return
and that the government of the country would be the one established by the Imperial Japanese Government.

In December, 1942, the appellant, suspecting that Ricardo Martinez was a guerrilla, arrested him with the help of
two Japanese soldiers and tortured him to death. He had him buried in the cemetery of Gamu.

As an overt act of treason under Count No. 8, the appellant organized an association known as "Invincible Y outh
of Gamu" whose members were ordered by him to guard the local Japanese garrison and to go on patrol with
Japanese soldiers in search of guerrillas. Four witnesses testified to these acts of the accused, namely: Mariano
Ramirez, Ermando Kumigad, Eugenio Pagao, and Nicanor Darbin. Those members of the association who refused
to obey the orders of the defendant in regard to the guarding of the Japanese garrisons and patrolling in search of
guerrillas, were detained without food for one day and threatened with more severe punishment if they persisted
in disobeying. The members were compelled to roam around the country with the appellant in search of guerrillas
in the day and nighttime. Those who refused to join the organization were punished.

As to Count No, 9, on November 8, 1944, the defendant with three Japanese soldiers apprehended Felipe de la
Cruz as a guerilla suspect. He has never returned home nor heard from again. This charge is sustained by the two
witnesses, Petronila Agub and Nicolasa Manegja.

As to Count No. 11, on February 26, 1945, the appellant and two Japanese soldiers arrested Vicente Carag, a
Usaffe officer and his wife Rosa Castillgjo de Carag, as guerrilla suspects, and took them to the Japanese garrison.
There Vicente Carag was cruelly tortured to death. This charge is proven, by the testimony of Rosa Castillgjo
Vda. de Carag and Rosario Derupe.

Asto Count No. 12, it was proven that on March 2, 1945, the defendant, with six Japanese soldiers and the chief
of police of Gamu, arrested and tortured several men residing in barrio Guibang, Gamu, Isabela, among the
victims being Aurelio Cuesta, Marcelino Liquigan, Pedro Gumpay, Felix Molina, Fernando Maranan, Ernesto
Rosiel, Tomas Bariel, Estanislao Barilla, Algjandro Canilan, Joaquin Duruque, Manuel de la Cruz, Marciano
Alaska, and Lope Cuesta, for being guerrilla suspects. After the torture they were beheaded. This charge has been
proven by the testimony of Teodoro Vedano, Dionisio Cuesta, Bernardino Gallato, and Rosario Derupe.

As to Count No. 13, it has been proven that in the month of March, 1945 the appellant, with thirty Japanese
soldiers raided the barrio of Upi, municipality of Gamu, and arrested Manuel, Pedro, and Juan Esteban, Florencio
Manuel and Aurelio Bulen, taking them to the Japanese garrison where they were tortured and executed. This
charge has been proven by the testimony of Maria Esteban and Visitacion Manuel.

The defendant denied the above charges. No motive has boon pointed out by the defense as to why the numerous
witnesses for the prosecution should have testified falsely against the defendant in so serious a matter. It is beyond
belief that all those witnesses conspired to secure the conviction of the accused of a very serious crime, the
commission of which was more or less public. Especially Petronila Agub, a respectable rosidont of Gamu, would
not have narrated with tears in her eyes the rapes to which she had been subjected, brought about by the
defendant, if they were not true.

The defendant presented witnesses to prove that he had helped some guerrillas, saving some of them from the
clutches of the Japanese, and that he had furnished supplies to the guerrillas. These acts, however, assuming them
to be true, do not constitute either an exempting or mitigating circumstance. As held in People vs. Carmelito
Victoria (44 Off. Gaz., No. 7, p. 2230),

"The performance of righteous actions, no matter how meritorious they may be, is not a justifying, exempting,
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or mitigating circumstance in the commission of wrongs, and athough appellant has saved the lives of a
thousand and one persons, if he had caused the killing of a single human being to give aid and comfort to the
enemy, heis, nonetheless, atraitor." (Syllabus)

In view of the foregoing, the Judgment appealed from affirmed, with costs against the appellant.

IT ISSO ORDERED.

Paras, C. J., Feria, Pablo, Bengzon, Padilla, Tuason, Montemayor, Reyes, Jugo, and Bautista Angolo, JJ., concur.
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