ADMINISTRATIVE CIRCULARS - AUGUST 18, 2020

RE: COURT OPERATIONS DURING GENERAL COMMUNITY
QUARANTINE FROM 19 AUGUST 2020 ONWARDS

SC ADMINISTRATIVE CIRCULAR NO. 45-2020, August 18, 2020

Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/67482d2aee24/

TO

ALL LITIGANTS, JUDGES AND COURT PERSONNEL OF THE JUDICIARY, AND MEMBERS OF THE
BAR

RE : COURT OPERATIONS DURING GENERAL COMMUNITY QUARANTINE FROM 19 AUGUST 2020
ONWARDS

Considering that the National Capital Region and other provinces and cities in the different regions have been
placed under General Community Quarantine (GCQ) beginning 19 August 2020, court operations in areas under
GCQ shall be asfollows beginning 19 August 2020 onwards:

1. ALL courts in areas under GCQ shall be PHYSICALLY OPENED TO COURT USERS. However, the courts
may still be reached through their respective hotline numbers, email addresses and/or Facebook accounts as
posted on the website of the Supreme Court. All inquiries on cases or transactions, including requests for
documents and services, may be coursed and acted upon through the said numbers, addresses, and accounts of the
concerned court, or through the Judiciary Public Assistance Section of the Supreme Court in accordance with
A.C. 28-2020.

2. Theraffle of casesin all courts shall proceed in-court, or electronically in eCourts stations.

SUPREME COURT

3. The Court en banc and the Court's three (3) Divisions shall hold their sessions in-court, except under
exceptional circumstances where sessions may be conducted through videoconferencing with prior approval from
the Chief Justice, after consultations with the respective Division Chairpersons and First Division Working
Chairperson.

4. The Offices of the Chief Justice and Associate Justices shall operate in accordance with the respective
discretion of the Chief Justice and Associate Justices. All other offices and services of the Court shall be
physically opened and may operate with skeleton-staff of not less than fifty percent (50%). The Chiefs of the
different Offices and Services, who shall be in-court, shall ensure that every court personnel is assigned certain
tasks to effectively and efficiently implement their respective offices’ mandates even if they are working from
home.
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COURT OF APPEALS, SANDIGANBAYAN, COURT OF TAX APPEALS

5. The Court of Appeals, Sandiganbayan, and Court of Tax Appeas may continue to receive petitions and
pleadings electronically, and in accordance with Paragraph 1 herein, and process the same pursuant to their
respective internal rules.

6. The Court of Appeals, Sandiganbayan, and Court of Tax Appeals shall continue to resolve and decide cases
pending before them. All hearings shall be fully in-court, except under exceptiona circumstances where at least
one Justice may join remotely through videoconferencing with prior approval from the Presiding Justice, and
subsequent submission of a weekly report to Office of the Chief Justice. In partially-remote videoconferencing
hearings where all Justices will be in-court, prior approval from the Presiding Justice and subsequent report to the
Office of the Chief Justice are not necessary.

7. All offices and services in the Court of Appeals, Sandiganbayan, and Court of Tax Appeals shall be physically
opened and may operate with a skeleton-staff of not less than fifty (50%) as may be directed by the respective
Presiding Justices. The Chiefs of the different Offices and Services, who shall be in-court, shall ensure that every
court personnel is assigned certain tasks to effectively and efficiently implement their respective offices mandates
even if they are working from home.

REGIONAL TRIAL COURTS, FAMILY COURTS, AND FIRST LEVEL COURTS

8. ALL pleadings, in both civil and criminal cases, may be filed electronically and received by the courts through
their respective official email addresses, as posted on the website of the Supreme Court.

9. ALL hearingsin both criminal and civil cases shall be fully in-court, except when a person deprived of liberty
is involved, or under exceptional circumstances where fully-remote videoconferencing hearings may be
conducted with prior approval from the Office of the Court Administrator. In partially-remote videoconferencing
hearings where the Judge will be presiding in-court, prior approval from the Office of the Court Administrator is
not necessary.

10. The courts may operate with a skeleton-staff of not less than fifty percent (50%), to be determined by the
respective Presiding Judges, and by the Executive Judges with respect to the Offices of the Clerk of Court.

11. Night courts and Saturday courts shall remain suspended until further notice.

All previously issued circulars and their respective provisions which are not inconsistent herewith shall remain
valid and in effect.

City of Manila, 18 august 2020

(Sgd.) Diosdado M. Peralta
Chief Justice
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Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.
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