
BATAS.ORG · PHILIPPINE LAW LIBRARY

NATIONAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGISTER · [ BI IMMIGRATION OPERATIONS ORDER NO. SBM-2014-041, SEPTEMBER 23, 2014 ]
· SEPTEMBER 24, 2014

PRESCRIBING THE RULES AND PROCEDURES FOR THE PROCESSING
OF APPLICATIONS OF SPECIAL WORK PERMIT (SWP) FOR FOREIGN
ARTISTS, ATHLETES AND RELIGIOUS PREACHERS
Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/64b1b791f3ab/

Adopted: 23 September 2014
Date Filed: 24 September 2014

Pursuant to Section 3 of Commonwealth Act No. 613, as amended, otherwise known as the “Philippine
Immigration Act of 1940”, and in order to institutionalize and standardize the processing of applications of
Special Work Permits for artists, athletes and religious preachers, the following rules and procedures are hereby
prescribed:

Section 1. Persons required to secure a SWP. – The following foreign nationals are required to secure SWP:

- Artists performing in concerts, musicals or public performances, including members of the production staff and
crew;

- Athletes participating in sports competitions, meets or tournaments, including coaches, trainers and assistants;
and

- Visiting religious personalities conducting preaching activities.

Section 2. Who shall file. – The promoter/organizer of the event in the Philippines shall file, as petitioner, the
application for the issuance of SWP in behalf of the foreign artist, athlete or religious preacher.

Section 3. Period to file. - The application for SWP must be filed at least three (3) working days prior to the
scheduled event.

Applications filed less than three (3) working days prior to the scheduled event/competition shall pay double the
Express lane fee in the amount of One Thousand Pesos (Php1,000.00) per artist/athlete/religious preacher.

Application filed on the day or after the scheduled performance or event shall be denied and sanctioned as
provided in Section 5 hereof.

Section 4. Procedures. – The following procedure shall be observed in the processing of SWP applications:

A. Central Receiving Unit (CRU)

Upon determination that all the supporting documents for the application are complete and in order in accordance
with the checklist of requirements and after full payment of the prescribed fees, transmit the SWP application
folder to the Office of the Commissioner within four (4) hours from the time the application was received.

B. Office of the Commissioner (OCOM)

Within twenty-four (24) hours from receipt of the SWP application folder, the OCOM-designated Processing
Officer shall evaluate the application and thereafter prepare and submit to the Commissioner the recommended
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Order therefor.

C. Commissioner

Act on the recommended Order.

D. Office of the Commissioner (OCOM)

a) At least one (1) day before the scheduled event/competition, the Order, together with the original copy of the
Official Receipts, must be released to or claimed by the duly authorized representative of the promoter/organizer.

b) Transmit the records to the Records Section for safekeeping.

Section 5. Sanctions. – Any artist, athlete, religious personality, including members of the production staff and
crew, coaches, trainers and assistants, who shall perform, participate and preach, as the case may be, without the
necessary SWP shall be ordered to leave and placed in the Bureau’s Blacklist.

The promoter/organizer who holds an event without securing such SWP shall be banned from further transacting
with the Bureau of Immigration.

Section 6. Repealing Clause. - All rules, procedures, guidelines and previous issuances inconsistent herewith are
hereby repealed and/or modified accordingly.

Section 7. Effectivity. – This Order shall take effect immediately upon approval.

Furnish a copy of this Circular to the Office of the National Administrative Register (ONAR), U.P. Law Center,
Diliman, Quezon City.

23 September 2014

(SGD) SIEGFRED B. MISON
Commissioner
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Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.
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