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TO:

ALL JUDGES OF THE REGIONAL TRIAL COURTS, METROPOLITAN TRIAL COURTS MUNICIPAL
TRIAL COURTS IN CITIES, MUNICIPAL TRIAL COURTS, MUNICIPAL CIRCUIT TRIAL COURT,
SHARI'A DISTRICT COURTS AND SHARI'A CIRCUIT COURTS.

SUBJECT:

SERVICE OF WRITS AND OTHER COURT PROCESS THROUGH THE FOREIGN SERVICE
PERSONNEL.

The attention of this Court has been caled by the Department of Foreign Affairs that pursuant to DFA,
Department Order No. 19A-95, Philippine Foreign Service personnel, as a genera rule, is forbidden from
servicing subpoenas, citations, complaints, or other forms of legal process in the country of their assignment in
connection with cases pending in the courts of the Philippines.

"However, unless prohibited by local law, foreign service personnel may, upon the request of a clerk of court
or proper Philippine court authorities, serve the following:

Subpoena issued by a court of the Philippines commanding witness, who is a citizen of the Philippines residing
in a foreign jurisdiction and who has failed or neglected to appear and give testimony in answer to letters
rogatory, or who has appeared and refused to give testimony, to appear before the issuing court at a time and
place designated in the subpoena.

Subpoenas issued by a court of the Philippines at the request of the Solicitor General or assistants acting under
him, to compel the attendance of awitness, who is a citizen of the Philippines residing in aforeign jurisdiction,
at thetrial of acriminal case.

Order to show cause issued in contempt proceedings on a witness who has failed or neglected to appear in
answer to a subpoena served.

- Documents relating to fraudulent. naturalization when such documents are forwarded by duly authorized
officials of Philippine courts."

In al instances, the service of the above enumerated documents should be done through the Department of
Foreign Affairs.

For your information and compliance.
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30 September 2004

PRESBITERO J. VELASCO, JR.

Court Administrator
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The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
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