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TO: All Concerned

The Homecoming Program for Overseas Filipinos (Letter of Instruction No. 105, issued 31 July 1973), otherwise
known as the Balikbayan program, has been an overwhelming success. While projected arrivals by February 28
was 30,000, the 35,000th Balikbayan participant has already actually arrived as of this date.

Numerous requests and petitions for the extension of the Balikbayan program have been received by the Office of
the President and the Department of Tourism from individual Overseas Filipinos, from associations thereof, and
from officials of the Philippine Foreign Service. They cite as reasons the non-coincidence of the original
Homecoming Season (1 September 1973 to 28 February 1974) with the school vacation period overseas, and the
lack of time of Overseas Filipinos to arrange for their vacations and leave of absences from their occupations due
to the suddenness of the launching of the Balikbayan program.

A common reason, moreover, is that, with the stories about the new Philippines related by Balikbayan participants
who have returned to their overseas residences, our countrymen who were unable to participate in Balikbayan are
now more eager than ever to observe for themselves the New Society in action and to share the pride of the new
Filipino in himself and in his reborn nation.

I am, therefore, extending the Homecoming Season or the Balikbayan program for another six (6) months
effective 1 March 1974 to 31 August 1974 to enable more of our overseas countrymen and their families or their
descendants to visit the motherland. Pursuant to this extension, the following instructions are hereby issued:

- Unless otherwise specified in this LOI, all provisions of LOI No. 105, issued 31 July 1973, shall remain in
effect.

- Unless otherwise specified in this LOI, all orders and instructions issued by every Department, Bureau or entity
of the Government in implementation of LOI No. 105 shall remain in effect.

- The Philippine Air Lines is directed to offer fare reductions up to a minimum of 50% for round-trip travel for
Overseas Filipinos as defined under LOI No. 105 from all overseas points served by PAL to Manila and return. In
addition, PAL will offer special fares Overseas Filipino students and Overseas Filipino family groups
participating in Balikbayan. PAL will continue to offer 30% reduction in domestic air fares for Balikbayan
participants. All incentives offered under this LOI are applicable to all Balikbayan participants regardless of the
carrier they take in coming to the Philippines.

- The Philippine National Railways shall offer 30% reduction in fares to Balikbayan participant.

- The Department of Finance and/or its bureaus concerned shall draft and implement rules and regulations
granting the following incentives in addition to the extension of the temporary Tax Holiday benefit under LOI No.
105:

- Exemptions from the payment of customs duties and taxes on personal effects brought home by Overseas
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Filipinos who have become permanent residents of naturalized citizens of the other lands, and who have signified
their desire to become permanent residents of the Philippines as proved by their presentation of the official
approval of change of residence by the authorities concerned in their respective foreign host countries.

- Tax exemptions for Overseas Filipinos in the same above-mentioned categories, and subject to the same proof of
change of residence, in the purchase of locally-manufactured vehicles, household appliances, professional
instruments and other tools of trade, occupation or employment provided such purchases are made locally with
the United State currency.

- The Philippine National Bank, through its overseas offices, shall offer credit incentives to Balikbayan
participants in connection with their transportation and other expenses involved with their homecoming.

- The Department of Local Government and Community Development, in coordination with the Office of the
President, the Department of Transportation and the Department of the Public Works, Transportation and
Communications shall again draw up a program of rewarding the provincial, city, municipal and barrio
governments which are able to invite the most number of Balikbayan participants during the period 1 March to 31
August 1974.

- Provincial, city, municipal and barrio governments, which can afford it, shall encourage, as part of training in
civic involvement, schoolchildren to write Overseas Filipinos by underwriting the mailing expenses of the
campaign.

- The Department of Trade as well as local governments shall more vigorously and more efficiently encourage the
participation of the private commercial and business sector in the matter of offering hospitality discounts to
Balikbayan shoppers not only as a goodwill gesture but also as a means of promoting Philippine product.

- To solve one of the problems encountered in the Balikbayan program, the Barangay system shall be made to
operate so that local residents expecting the arrival of relatives or friend from overseas shall so inform their
respective Local Hospitality Committees so that the proper reception shall be accorded the arrivals.

- The National Hospitality Committee, through the Local Hospitality Committees, shall develop as focal points
for the extended period of the Balikbayan program the local town fiestas in the same manner as Christmas '73 was
the focal point of the first phase of the Balikbayan program. However, all concerned are enjoined to comply with
the spirit of General Order No. 15, issued on 5 October 1972, which calls on all citizens to avoid ostentatious
display of wealth and extravagance including lavish town fiestas. As with Christmas '73, let us make our town
fiestas the occasion for spiritual rebirth, for giving thanks to Our Lord and our patron saints for their continued
blessings on ourselves, our communities and our effects for a better life.

Done in the City of Manila, this 7th day of February, in the year of Our Lord, nineteen hundred and seventy-four.

(Sgd.) FERDINAND E. MARCOS
President
Republic of the Philippines

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library LETTER OF INSTRUCTIONS NO. 163, February 07, 1974

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3

Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library LETTER OF INSTRUCTIONS NO. 163, February 07, 1974

© 2026 batas.org  ·  Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3

Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org


