ADMINISTRATIVE ORDERS - NOVEMBER 17, 1969

REMOVING MR. DIONILO MARFIL FROM OFFICE ASMUNICIPAL
JUDGE OF ESPERANZA, MASBATE

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 188, November 17, 1969

Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/5fc02672b7bc/

This is an administrative case lodged, by Mr. Felix P. Casas, clerk of court, Municipal Court of Placer, Masbate,
against Municipal Judge Dionilo Marfil of Esperanza, same province. It is aleged that respondent cashed and
misappropriated a substantial portion of complainant’s pay check in return for respondent’s act of following up
complainants appointment papers in the Department of Justice, Manila. The case was investigated by the District
Judge of Mashate.

Respondent explained that the special power of attorney executed by complainant authorizing him to follow up
complainant’ s appointment includes the power to encash complainant’s pay check.

On October 31, 1967, evidence for the complainant was received ex parte upon respondent’s failure to appear
thereat despite due notice. The Investigating Judge, however, reset the investigation for November 25 and
December 23, 1967, and January 12, 1968, which were postponed at the instance of either party. On February 10,
the Investigator intransferably set the case for hearing on March 8, 1963, but on this latter date both partiesfiled a
joint motion for postponement asking that the case be reset to March 27, 1968, “on the ground that they are till
discussing the possibility of settling their case amicably.” This joint motion was denied, and for failure of
respondent to adduce evidence, the case was deemed submitted for resolution. On June 4, 1968, the Investigator
recommended that respondent be required by the Department of Justice to deliver to complainant the amount of
P2,158.08 representing the balance of the amount due him.

A review of the records shows something that more than meets the eye and casts a stain on the integrity of
respondent and his fitness for the bench.

An authority to follow up in Manila complainant’s appointment as clerk of court of the Municipal Court of Placer
was indeed given to respondent. Upon this authority, respondent received from the Department of Justice
Treasury Warrant No. B-02, 171, 623 dated December 16, 1966, in the amount of P2,658.08, representing
complainant’s salary as clerk-stenographer of the Municipal Court of Placer from August 20, 1965, to December
15, 1966. Respondent encashed said warrant and merely gave the complainant P500s claiming that he spent no
less than P1,500 for following up complainant’ s appointment papersin Manila

Respondent’s authority did not explicitly include the power to encash the check representing complainant’s
salary. And even if it did, respondent became a depository of the amount involved and he was bound to deliver to
the complainant the full amount thereof. If, as respondent claimed, he had spent his own money in following up
complainant’ s appointment, he should have asked complainant to reimburse him for such expenses. Respondents
confessed act of spending P1,500 of complainant’s salary, without prior knowledge or authorization of the latter,
and his blatant refusal to account for and pay the amount appropriated, constitutes a flagrant act of dishonesty
wholly unbecoming his exalted position. Thisis accentuated by the fact that complainant is alowly employee and
aformer subordinate of respondent.
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In the determined effort of the Administration to purge the public service of corrupt and unscrupulous officials
and employees and if only to serve as an object lesson to others who may be similarly inclined to take unfair
advantage of their fellow-men, | am prompted to take drastic action against the respondent.

Wherefore, and as recommended by the Secretary of Justice, Mr. Dionilo Marfil is hereby removed from office as
municipal judge of Esperanza, Mashate, effective upon receipt of a copy of this order. Said Secretary is directed
to have appropriate criminal action instituted against respondent as the facts and circumstances may warrant.

Donein the City of Manila, this 17th day of November, in the year of Our Lord, nineteen hundred and sixty-nine.

(Sgd.) FERDINAND E. MARCOS
President of the Philippines

By the President:

(Sgd.) ERNESTO M. MACEDA
Executive Secretary
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