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Administrative Order No. 13, s. 1999[*], dated April 6, 1999 and with subject "Use of Hydroquinone and/or
Tretinoin (Retinoic Acid)", provides the classification of preparations containing hyrdoquinone and/or tretinoin
and the type of establishment where they may be sold. A summary of the provisions in the said A.O. is presented
in the table below:

Concentration of Active

Dispensing Classification

Type of Outlet/ Ingredient Restriction

Less than or equal to 2.0% Hyrdroquinone

Household Remedy

Any establishment; to be placed in a segregated area

More than 2.0% but less than3.0% Hydroquinon

Over-the-Counter(OTC) Drug

Drug outlets; without need for Doctor’s prescription

More than 3.% Hydroquinone

Prescription (Rx) Drug

Drug outlets; Requires Doctor’s prescription

Less than or equal to 0.025% Tretinoin (Retinoic Acid)

Household Remedy

Any establishment; to be placed in a segregated area

More than 0.025% but less than or equal to 0.05% Tretinoin

Over-the Counter(OTC) Drug

Drug outlets; without need for Doctor’s prescription
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More than 0.05% Tretinoin

Prescription (Rx) Drug

Drug outlets; Requires Doctor’s prescription

Combination of Hydroquinone(less than or equal to 2%) and Tretinoin (Less than or equal to 0.025%)

Household Remedy

Any establishment; to be placed in a segregated area

In the interest of public health and safety, all Regional Food and Drug Regulation Officers are hereby directed to
strictly implement the provisions of the above stated Order.

Your full cooperation and concern on this matter will ensure the efficient and effective discharge of the Bureau’s
mandate.

Adopted: 14 June 2000

(SGD.) WILLIAM D. TORRES, Ph.D.
Director

[*] See NAR 10/2, page 366
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ABOUT BATAS.ORG

Study smarter at BATAS.org
The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippine law library - free for everyone.
More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came from it.

Audio case-brief lectures.
Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.
Complete, sequenced courses for all eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

The full law-school curriculum.
One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock exams that tell you where you stand.
Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keeps you on pace.
Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org
The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.
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