DECISIONS / SIGNED RESOLUTIONS - SECOND DIVISION - MAY 29, 2007

SPS. ARTHUR &#038; LEONORA STILGROVE, COMPLAINANTS, VS.
ERIBERTO SABAS, IN HISCAPACITY ASCLERK OF COURT AND
EX-OFICIO SHERIFF, AND ERNESTO SIMPLICIANO, IN HISCAPACITY
ASDEPUTY SH...

AM. NO. P-06-2257 (Formerly OCA I.P.l. No. 01-1212-P). May 29, 2007
Ponente: TINGA, J.

Read online (full-text search, related cases, audio case brief): https://batas.org/library/57de2f561986/

TINGA, J.:

Before this Court is a Motion for Reconsideration filed by respondent Sabas of this Court's Resolution
promulgated on 29 November 2006. Let it be said at the outset that respondent's motion for reconsideration
presents no substantial matters that would warrant a reversal of this Court's finding that he is guilty of Grave
Abuse of Authority and Conduct Unbecoming of a Court Personnel.

The fact that the spouses Stilgrove were subsequently found in Civil Case No. 1681 to have encroached on the
property where the demolished structure was erected does not render moot and academic the administrative case
against respondent. What is important for purposes of determining respondent's administrative liability is that, at
the time of the demoalition, the spouses Stilgrove were at least the presumptive owners of Lot No. 18556.

However, for purposes of clarity, the dispositive portion of the 29 November 2006 Resolution has to be recast to
the end that the fine imposed on respondent Sabas shall be in an amount equivalent to his salary for six (6) months
plus the amount corresponding to fifteen (15) days of leave credits, deductible from his retirement pay.

IN VIEW OF THE FOREGOING, the Court hereby RESOLVES to PARTIALLY GRANT respondent's motion
for reconsideration. The dispositive portion of this Court's 29 November 2006 Resolution is hereby modified to
read:

"WHEREFORE, premises considered, respondent Eriberto Sabas, former Clerk of Court and Ex-Officio
Sheriff of the Municipal Trial Court of Puerto Princesa City, Palawan, is found GUILTY of Grave Abuse of
Authority and Conduct Unbecoming of a Court Personnel, and accordingly FINED in an amount equivalent to
his salary for six (6) months plus the amount corresponding to fifteen (15) days of |leave credits, deductible
from his retirement pay.

The charges of grave abuse of authority and conduct unbecoming a court officer against Ernesto Simpliciano,
former Deputy Sheriff of the Municipal Trial Court of Puerto Princesa City, Palawan, is hereby DISMISSED
for lack of merit.

The charge of violation of Sections 3(a), 3(e) and 4(b) of Republic Act No. 3019 against Eriberto Sabas and
Ernesto Simpliciano is REFERRED to the Executive Judge of the Regional Trial Court of Puerto Princesa City
for investigation, report and recommendation on respondents' administrative liability within sixty (60) days
from receipt of the record.

SO ORDERED."
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SO ORDERED.

Quisumbing, (Chairperson), Carpio, and Velasco, Jr., JJ., concur.
Carpio-Morales, J., on official leave.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library A.M. NO. P-06-2257 (Formerly OCA I.P.I. No. 01-1212-P). May 29, ...

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



