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GREEN CROSSBABY COLOGNE AND ALL OTHER COLOGNE
PRODUCTS

BIR REVENUE MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR NO. 17-2002, MAY 24, 2002, May 24, 2002
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All Internal Revenue Officers and Employees and all Other Concerned

For the information and guidance of all revenue officials and employees, quoted hereunder is BIR Ruling No.
043-2000 dated September 15, 2000 relative to the taxability of cologne astoilet waters:

"Kapunan Imperial Panaguiton
& Bongolan Law Offices,

5/F, Greenrich Mansion

Pearl Dr. cor. Lourdes Rd.
Ortigas Center, Pasig City

Attention: Atty. Santiago A.R. Kapunan
Gentlemen:

It is represented that the product Green Cross Baby Cologne is a preparation, the chief ingredient of which is
distilled spirits; and that no further specific tax should be imposed or assessed against Green Cross Baby Cologne
product pursuant to Section 141(c) of the Tax Code of 1997 and as ruled by this Office in BIR Ruling No. 59-81
dated March 30, 1981 and BIR Ruling No. 535-88 dated November 9, 1988.

In reply, please be informed that the term "cologne" which is an acohol-based preparation is defined as follows:

"Cologne (toilet water) is a scented alcohol-based liquid used as perfume, after-shave, lotion, or deodorant.”
(Hawley's Condensed Chemical Dictionary, 11th ed.)

Alcohol-based is that which contains ethyl acohol or distilled spirits as chief ingredient. In view of the foregoing,
Green Cross Baby Cologne is classified as toilet waters covered by Section 150(b) of the Tax Code of 1997 which
provides —

"SEC. 150. Non-essential Goods. — There shall be levied, assessed and collected a tax equivalent to twenty
percent (20%) based on the wholesale price or the value of importation used by the Bureau of Customs in
determining tariff and customs duties, net of excise tax and value-added tax, of the following goods:

"(@ XXX XXXXXX
"(b) Perfumes and toilet waters;
" XXX XXXXXX"

Accordingly, al other colognes are, likewise, classified as toilet waters subject to excise tax under the same
section, including Johnson's Baby Cologne which was classified as "other preparations’ by BIR Ruling No. 59-81
dated March 30, 1981 and confirmed by BIR Ruling No. 535-88 dated November 19, 1988.
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This Office therefore agrees with the recommendation of Ms. Cleotilde M. Jose, Chief, BIR Laboratory Section,
Tax Fraud Division, imposing excise tax on Green Cross Baby Cologne, Johnson's Baby Cologne and all other
colognes pursuant to Section 150(b) of the Tax Code of 1997 and hereby declares BIR Ruling No. 59-81 dated
March 30, 1981 and BIR Ruling No. 535-88 dated November 19, 1988 null and void.

Very truly yours,

(SGD.) DAKILA B. FONACIER
Commissioner of Internal Revenue"
All revenue officials concerned are requested to give this Circular as wide publicity as possible.

Adopted: 24 May 2002

(SGD.) EDMUNDO P. GUEVARA
Deputy Commissioner of Internal RevenueOfficer-in-Charge

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 2 of 3
Bar review courses, mock exams and a study planner that keeps you on pace - batas.org



BATAS.org - Philippine Law Library BIR REVENUE MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR NO. 17-2002, MAY 24,...

Study smarter at BATAS.org

The Philippine bar review and law-school companion built around how your brain actually remembers.

The complete Philippinelaw library - freefor everyone.

More than 100,000 Supreme Court decisions, Republic Acts, and executive issuances - full-text searchable, browsable
by category and year, and always free. No paywall, no login. This PDF came fromit.

Audio case-brief lectures.

Any decision becomes a podcast-style lecture - facts, issues, ruling, and doctrine - with read-along highlighting and a
hands-free presentation mode. Study while commuting, working out, or resting your eyes.

Bar review built on the science of memory.

Complete, sequenced courses for al eight bar subjects, narrated like podcasts and reinforced with retrieval practice and
spaced review - the study techniques with the strongest evidence behind them.

Thefull law-school curriculum.

One subscription unlocks the entire J.D. curriculum - every subject, every lesson, with your progress tracked down to
the paragraph so you can pick up exactly where you left off, on any device.

Mock examsthat tell you whereyou stand.

Timed multiple-choice exams graded instantly, with per-subject score breakdowns and focus suggestions that point you
at your weakest topics first.

A study planner that keepsyou on pace.

Set your schedule and BATAS tells you every day whether you are on track for bar day - and exactly which lesson to
take next.

Start free at https://batas.org

The law library is free forever - and your first lesson is one click away.

The text of this document is an official public record and remains in the public domain. Formatting, presentation, and compilation © 2026
batas.org.

Downloaded free from the batas.org Law Library. Share it freely - the library is free for every law student, bar reviewee, and practitioner.

© 2026 batas.org - Philippine Bar Review & Law-School Companion Page 3 of 3
Study hands-free: podcast-style lessons with read-along highlighting - batas.org



